
Daniel Chapter 3 
The three men in the fiery furnace 

 
This is one of the most famous Bible stories in 
the book of Daniel, and really the whole Old 
Testament.  It is both an example and an 
inspiration to believers of all times.   
 
Chapter 3:1-7 
Some time likely has passed since the events of 
chapter 2.  Yet, what is sadly ironic about the fact 
that Nebuchadnezzar now makes a massive golden 
statue? 
 
The statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was 
crushed by God’s “Rock” and obliterated.  Yet 
Nebuchadnezzar now wants people to worship a 
golden statue instead of that one true God!   (Is it 
noteworthy that in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream he 
represented only the golden head of the statue, 
and now he makes the entire statue of gold? ) 
 
How large was the statue?  (this probably included its base or pedestal.   Note that the statue 
was almost certainly not solid gold but covered in gold. )   
 
90 feet 
 
The text does not say exactly what the statue was an image of; what are the two main 
possibilities?  Why do you think Nebuchadnezzar made the statue? 
 
It was probably either a statue of Nebuchadnezzar himself, or else of one of the false gods 
of Babylon. 
 
Although the group that assembled was made up of provincial officials of various classes, to 
whom was the herald’s call to worship addressed? 
 
He addressed “peoples, nations and men of every language”, in essence the whole world. 
 
Thought to ponder:  Is there any equivalent to this statue in our society today?  
 
To ask it another way, what truths do our society’s leaders and government officials insist 
that people follow, or else pay the consequences?  Different ideas could be mentioned.   
Perhaps at the top of the list in our society is the notion of “tolerance”.  While tolerance is 



certainly a Christian virtue, our society has elevated it to the notion that every possibly 
venue of self-expression needs to be valued, even if it contradicts God’s Word.  So for 
Christians, any law preaching on that issue is the equivalent of refusing to bow down to 
the ‘statue.’  
 
 
Chapter 3:8-15 
Who came forward to accuse the Jews?  Why?   
 
The NIV says “astrologers”; the footnote says “Chaldeans”.  They probably were jealous of 
the authority that these Jewish “foreigners” were receiving in the kingdom of Babylon.  At 
the very least, they saw this as an opportunity to advance their own standing with the 
King. 
 
It doesn’t seem that the three men came forward to vocally protest the king’s decree; they were 
simply “outed” by their jealous enemies.  Is there any lesson for us? 
 
The three men didn’t feel the need to “broadcast” their act of disobedience, they simply 
lived according to their faith and let the consequences come.  We don’t necessarily need to 
be vocal and outspoken when we are refusing to obey authority for Jesus’ sake, we can 
simply act and accept whatever earthly consequences come. 
 
We are interested to notice that Daniel himself doesn’t appear in this chapter; only his 3 friends 
are named here.  We can be sure that he was not among those who worshipped the golden 
statue; so what other explanations could there be for his absence? 
 
Possibly Daniel was traveling and not in the immediate area at the time.  Or, perhaps the 
astrologers/Chaldeans simply didn’t notice him and were only aware of the actions of his 
three friends, so he was not arrested and hauled before the King. 
 
What is King Nebuchadnezzar’s only real question to the 3 men in his interrogation?  What is his 
“rhetorical” question? 
 
His only real question was, “Is it true?”  He was not interested in their defense, only their 
obedience.  His rhetorical question was, “what god can save you from me?”  He was about 
to find out the answer to that question! 
 
 
Chapter 3:16-23 
Notice several things in Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego’s reply. 

 The way they address Nebuchadnezzar 
They were not disrespectful, but in this case they did not add any glorifying titles.  They 
simply call him by his first name, “Nebuchadnezzar.”  This may be their way of reminding 
him that all glory belonged to God! 



 
 “We not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.”  Why do they say this? 

The King really had no right to expect them to disobey God.  In fact, it was the king’s own 
action of setting up an idol that really deserved the blame.  If anything, the king should 
have been apologizing to the men, not accusing them!   
 

 Do the three men expect to be rescued from the king?   
They know that God is able to rescue them, but they acknowledge that they don’t know for 
certain that he will.  Of course, if they did perish in the flames, they would be “rescued” by 
being taken to heaven.   
 

 Regardless, is their confidence in being rescued the reason for their act of disobedience? 
No, they acted out of love for the true God, regardless of whether he was going to spare 
them from the flames or not.   
 
In the book of Acts, Peter and John told their civil authorities, “We must obey God rather than 
men.”  A pastor recently commented on that verse, “The principle is very clear; it’s the 
applications that are difficult.”  What do you think he meant?  Can you think of any current or 
recent events that illustrate the point? 
 
We know that we put God first, but it isn’t always simple to determine whether or not civil 
disobedience is required.  Our churches faced this challenge when we were prevented from 
gathering in groups larger than 10 during the early times of Covid.  In this case, we felt 
that the government was not trying to rob God of glory, but was trying to carry out its 
God-pleasing function of looking out for the general welfare (we were still allowed to have 
small group gatherings, private communion, and electronic broadcasts, which 
demonstrated that the state was not really trying to silence the message.)  In other 
nations—China comes to mind—churches face much stricter regulations against gathering 
and proclaiming the true Gospel.  We want to honor the state, and yet remember that God 
still comes first and we are not to deny him! 
 
“Seven times hotter than usual.”  Note from the Concordia Self-Study Bible:  “The temperature 
was controlled by the number of bellows forcing air into the chamber.  Therefore sevenfold 
intensification was achieved by seven bellows pumping at the same time.  But the expression 
‘seven times hotter’ may have been figurative for ‘as hot as possible’ (seven signifies 
completeness).”  (p. 1306-07) 
 
Regardless of the exact temperature, how hot was the fire when the men entered it, according 
to verse 22?   
 
So hot that it killed the soldiers who threw them in.   
 
 
Chapter 3:24-27 



Who was the fourth man in the fire?  
 
The one that Nebuchadnezzar said looked like “a son of the gods” was no doubt an angel. 
 
How has Nebuchadnezzar’s tone changed in his shout to the men in the fire? 
 
Now he declares that they are the servants of the Most High God. 
 
How complete was the rescue that the men received? 
 
So complete that they did not even smell of fire, or have any part of their clothing touched 
by the flames. 
 
Chapter 3:28-30 
Nebuchadnezzar praises God and credits him for his power to rescue.  What additional 
command did he make? 
 
No one was allowed to criticize or speak against the God of Israel, the God whom these 
three men served and worshipped.   
 
However, is there anything missing in Nebuchadnezzar’s words? 
 
Nebuchadnezzar does not seem to repent of his own actions.  He does not apologize to the 
men for asking them to worship the statue.  There is not even any mention of the king 
destroying his statue, although that may have been done.   
 
What do you think is the main point of this story?  Why? 

A. “You shall have no other gods.” 
B. If you put God first, he will always rescue you from danger 
C. “We must obey God rather than men” 
D. Be willing to sacrifice everything for the sake of your faith 
E. Others? 

 
Any of these could be considered a theme; in statement “B” we would want to emphasize 
that God’s deliverance can take various forms—we aren’t guaranteed that we will avoid 
earthly consequences when we stand up for our faith.  Ultimately we will be rescued from 
all other power and authorities when we are in glory with our Savior.   
 
 
 
 
 
 


