
Daniel Chapter 2 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a statue 

 
Chapter 2:1-4 
What other Bible story involved a powerful pagan king who looked for truth in his dreams?  How 
did God use the interpretation of that dream? 
 
This story reminds of the story of Joseph interpreting the dreams of Pharaoh (Genesis 
chapter 41).  In both cases God used the incident to bring blessing to his people in a 
foreign land.   
 
Starting in verse 4, the language of the book here switches from 
Hebrew to Aramaic.  This is one of the only sections of the Old 
Testament written in this language.  (along with a few chapters 
of the book of Ezra)  Hebrew was the language of God’s people, 
but Aramaic was the common “international” language of the 
Middle East at the time.  God’s message here was not meant just 
for the Jews; it was for the Babylonians, and for all nations in all 
of history.  
 

 
Chapter 2:5-13 
What “test” did Nebuchadnezzar decide would be a good way to 
determine the accuracy of his wise men’s interpretation?  In a way, how does his standard make 
sense? 
 
Nebuchadnezzar wanted the wise men to not just interpret his dream, but to first tell him 
what his dream was in the first place.  In a way, this makes sense: it would show that his 
wise men truly had divine wisdom to reveal the truth.  In the end, his plan worked:  the 
true God did give him the actual meaning of his dream! 
 
How did the astrologers answer?  What did they realize?  (verse 11) 
 
They protested that Nebuchadnezzar’s command was impossible.  They realized that it 
would take a miracle of God for them to be able to read the King’s mind and memory and 
tell him what his dream had been.   
 
What does Nebuchadnezzar’s response show us about his character? 
 
He was an egotistical king who couldn’t stand being told ‘no.’  Just because his ‘test’ for 
divine wisdom was legitimate didn’t mean that he had the write to kill anyone who 
couldn’t pass it!  The young king showed his pride, arrogance, and rash and reckless 
behavior.   
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Chapter 2:14-23 
Why is it remarkable that Daniel replied to king’s officer with “wisdom and tact”?  What does it 
show us about his character?  Does it show us anything about his attitude toward death? 
 
Considering that he was about to be executed despite having done nothing wrong, we 
might think that Daniel would be angry, fearful and desperate.  Instead he speaks calmly 
and tactfully.  It shows us that Daniel lived his life without the fear of death.  If the king 
chose to put him to death, he knew his soul would go to be with the Lord!  Nevertheless, he 
did everything he could to save his life and the lives of the other wise men. 
 
What did Daniel tell his 3 friends?   
 
Their only option was to pray.  Only God could reveal the dream’s contents and meaning.   
 
Daniel’s poem of praise is in verses 20-23.  What characteristics does he ascribe to God?  
 
He speaks about God’s power and wisdom, Not only does God know all things himself, but 
in his mercy he is willing to reveal things to his people that otherwise are hidden and 
unknown.   
 
Besides the specific matter of this dream, what are some other truths that are impossible for 
human insight and understanding to find, but can only be learned by revelation of the God who 
“reveals deep and hidden things”? 
 
Really, all the important truths of the Gospel and our salvation are ‘hidden’ things that 
only God can reveal.  “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God 
has prepared for those who love him, but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.”  (1 
Corinthians 2:9)  God’s grace to sinners…the meaning of Jesus’ death and his 
resurrection…the second coming and eternal life in heaven…these are all things that we 
can only know about because God has chosen to uncover these ‘mysteries’ to us on the 
pages of his Word! 
 

“Here is the essential difference between Christianity and all other religions.  Chrisitanity is 
revealed religion; we have the truths of Christianity only because of a special miracle of God.  
All other religions are natural religion; they originated in the mind of sinful man.”  (Jeske, 
Daniel (the People’s Bible), p.. 35) – This is a very insightful and important statement!  

 
 
Chapter 2:24-28 
What important things did Daniel say to Nebuchadnezzar as he introduced his explanation of 
his dream?  Why are they important for Daniel to say?  For Nebuchadnezzar to hear?   
 



Daniel told him that the glory and credit went to God, not to his own ability.  It was 
important for Daniel to give glory to God rather than claim it for himself.  It was also 
important for Nebuchadnezzar to know, not just what his dream meant but that the
a God in heaven that he did not know about and needed to learn of!  
 
At what kinds of times can we imitate Daniel’s words and attitude here?
 
Whatever accomplishments or talents we have, are ours only because God gave us talent 
and ability.  Whenever we are praised, we should try to deflect the glory to God
ourselves!   
 
 
Chapter 2:29-35 
What was the general subject of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream?  (verse 30)
 
It was a dream that revealed the future
centuries to come.   
 
How many parts did Nebuchadnezzar’s statue have, and how 
did it appear? What two “trends” are noticeable as the parts 
of the statue are listed? 
 
The statue was massive and impressive.  It had four 
distinct parts.  As we go through the statue moving 
downward, each part is less valuable than the one above 
it, but each one is also stronger than the one before.
 
What, however happened to the statue?  W
“rock” that destroyed the statue come from?
 
God himself cut a rock out of a mountain (“not by human 
hands”) which crashed into the statue and utterly 
destroyed it until nothing was left.  
 
Chapter 2:36-45 
Now Daniel interprets the dream.
 

 Who was represented by the golden head?  What are 
some striking things Daniel said about the king?

 
The golden head represented Nebuchadnezzar himself 
and the neo-Babylonian empire that he ruled.  Daniel’s 
description of the breadth of his rule is 
covered the entire region. 
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 What kingdom is represented by the chest and arms of silver? 

 
This is the Persian empire that defeated Babylon, conquering it in 539 B.C.  Sometimes it is 
called the empire of the “Medes and Persians” and we will notice this term in later 
chapters of Daniel.  It ruled in the Middle East for about 200 years. 
 

 What is the third kingdom to come that would rule “the whole earth”? 
 
The third kingdom is the Greek empires, which began with Alexander the Great’s 
incredibly rapid conquests of a huge part of the world, including the Persians.  Alexander 
soon died, but the Greek kingdoms that followed him ruled for almost 200 more years.   
 

 Finally, what is the 4th kingdom?   What are several characteristics that Daniel gave it? 
 
This is the Roman Empire, which began to spread in the 100s B.C. and lasted for another 
500-600 years.  It would be incredibly powerful, yet (especially in its later years) the ethnic 
divisions within it would result in areas of weakness.   
 

 Who/what is the rock that topples and destroys the statue?  Why is it significant that 
Daniel begins verse 44 by saying “In the time of these kings”?  How would this kingdom 
be different than all the previous kingdoms? 

 
This, of course, is the coming of Jesus Christ, the King of Kings, into our world.  Jesus was 
born during the height of power of the Roman Empire (the iron feet)—what a miracle that 
Daniel could predict this timing hundreds of years in advance!   Unlike the other 
kingdoms, it would not fade away, but would endure forever and it will “fill the whole 
earth” in a way that the other kingdoms could never match. His kingdom is not a political 
entity, but a spiritual one, and yet it extends all over the earth. 
 
How has Nebuchadnezzar’s dream come true?  How will it continue to be fulfilled? 
 
The coming of Jesus established a new ‘kingdom’—the Christian Church on earth and in 
heaven.  Just as Daniel predicted, it arrived during the time of the Roman Empire, and it 
has not faded away but has endured for 2000 years—and it has spread to people all over 
the world.  It continues to grow today.  And this prophecy will be fully realized on 
Judgment Day, when Jesus will completely put an end to all earthly kingdoms, and when 
every knee will bow down to him, as the New Testament clearly predicts (cf. Philippians 
2:10).   
 
 
Chapter 2:46-49 
How did Nebuchadnezzar react to Daniel’s words?   
 



Recognizing that this was exactly what he had dreamed, and now knowing what it meant, 
Nebuchadnezzar humbly fell to the ground in awe (good) but he also tried to bring his 
offering and incense to Daniel himself (bad).   
 
How do you think that Daniel reacted to the idea that an offering and incense be presented to 
him?  Is there a suggestion in Nebuchadnezzar’s words that follow (v. 47) that Daniel might have 
said something about this? 
 
The fact that Nebuchadnezzar now credits Daniel’s God certainly suggests that Daniel 
immediately protested an offering being brought to him, and told the King that he needed 
to offer it to God instead.   
 
What new position did Daniel receive?  What about his 3 friends?  How is this similar to the story 
of Joseph? 
 
Daniel became the chief administrator of the province of Babylon, which was the most 
important province in the empire, and he immediately suggested that his 3 friends serve 
under him.  It reminds us of how Pharaoh made Joseph his second-in-command of Egypt in 
Genesis chapter 41.  In both cases, they could use their position to bless God’s people who 
lived in those kingdoms.   
 

“God will have the last word in history, as he had the first word in creation.  God’s plans for 
the future are on record, and nobody has any excuse for not knowing them.”  (Jeske, Daniel, 
p. 49) – Nebuchadnezzar’s dream is still coming true, and everyone needs to know that 
the kingdom established by Jesus Christ is greater than any earthly nation or kingdom!   
 
 
 

  



 
 


