
The book of Daniel 
 
Introduction 
Daniel is the last of what are called the four “major prophets” of the Old Testament (Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel).  His book, at just 12 chapters, is much shorter than the other three; in 
fact, it is no longer than several of the “minor prophets”.  These 12 shorter books that follow 
Daniel in our Bibles were often included together on a single scroll, but Daniel was not lumped 
in with these other short prophecies.     
 
Daniel is a fascinating and challenging book.  It contains some of the most famous Bible stories 
in the Old Testament, but it also includes some of the most obscure and difficult prophecies of 
the Bible.    The last half of Daniel includes some “apocalyptic literature”, where the Lord 
communicated to his prophet through dramatic visions.  In some cases we may not be able to 
identify every feature of these visions. 
 
Some more good reasons to study Daniel: 
 

1.  Daniel helps us view history in the long perspective of God’s plan.  The visions of his book 
span hundreds of years of history.   

2. Daniel and his 3 friends, are wonderful examples of believers being faithful to the Lord but 
also at the same time being faithful to their unbelieving civil government. 

3.  Daniel includes some Messianic 
prophecy, including the term “Son of 
Man” that would be used so often by 
Jesus for himself during his ministry. 

 
The story of Daniel will provide its own 
information about the setting and 
characters as we go through the chapters.  
 
One final note:  modern skeptics do not 
feel that Daniel could possibly have written 
this book at the time in which it is set, 
because of the many clear prophecies it 
makes about the future.  They feel it must 
have been written later (perhaps the 100s B.C.)  However, even at that late date, there would still 
be clear prophecy about the future, e.g., about the Roman Empire and about Christ.  We regard 
this book as an authentic prophecy given to the historical Daniel during the 6th century B.C.  
(500s) 
 
May God bless us as we learn from this interesting and dramatic book! 
 
 
 



Daniel Chapter 1 
 
Chapter 1:1-2 
These verses describe Babylon’s first invasion of Judah.  By this time, the northern ten tribes (the 
kingdom of “Israel”) had already been gone for more than 100 years.  Only Judah was left, but 
now because of its centuries of rebellion God was going to allow it to be conquered as well.  
Nebuchadnezzar’s invasion happened in about 605 B.C.  About 20 years later he would come 
again, and this time he would destroy the temple completely.  What two things did he do on 
this first invasion?  (verse 2)    
 
Nebuchadnezzar defeated Israel’s King Jehoiakim and turned Judah into a vassal nation 
subject to Babylon.  He also carried off some of the valuable articles from Solomon’s 
temple. 
 
What do we know about this Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar? 
 
Nebuchadnezzar was still a young man at this time, but he turned Babylon back into a 
mighty empire.  He ruled for more than 40 years.  He will be a prominent character in the 
book of Daniel who will come to know some things about the true God.  As we go through 
the book look at how God works on Nebuchadnezzar’s heart to try to draw him to faith.   
 
Chapter 1:3-7 
What were Nebuchadnezzar’s two goals in selecting the best qualified men of Judah to serve 
him? 
 

1) He was looking for qualified and gifted civil servants for his own kingdom.   
2) By taking away the “best and brightest” young men, Nebuchadnezzar was robbing 

Judah of its best potential leaders, which would reduce the likelihood that they 
would revolt against him.     

 
Look at the four names of these men, and the four names that Nebuchadnezzar decided he was 
going to give them: 
 

 Daniel means “God is my judge.”  His new name, Belteshazzar, means “Bel protect his 
life”.  Bel was another name of the Babylonian god Marduk, 

 Hananiah means “The LORD shows grace.”  His new name, Shadrach, probably means 
“command of Aku”, the Sumerian moon-god. 

 Mishael means “Who is what God is?”  His new name, Meshach, probably means “Who is 
what Aku is?” 

 Azariah means “The LORD helps.”  His new name, Abednego, means “servant of Nego”, 
another name for Nabu, the Babylonian god. 



 
Based on what you know about Daniel and his 
friends, how do you think they would feel 
about receiving these names?  Was there 
anything they could do about this?   
 
No doubt the 4 men were dismayed at 
having names that gave glory to the false 
gods of Babylon, but there was little or 
nothing that they could do to prevent this. 
 
Are there any lessons we can learn about what 
people say about us? 
 
Try as we might, we often can’t prevent false rumor or half-truths being spoken about us.   
All we can control are our own actions and behaviors, that our lives can be lived to God’s 
glory.  Daniel and his 3 friends would have the chance, in the years ahead, to demonstrate 
that in spite of their names, it was the true God of Israel that had their allegiance!   
 
 
Chapter 1:8-16 
What was the problem with the food provided by the king’s servants?  
 
It included many foods that were ‘unclean’ according to the standards of God’s Old 
Testament ceremonial law.  These were foods that God had commanded his people not to 
eat. 
 
How did Daniel demonstrate his faith in God? 
 
He spoke up (twice) and asked for a different diet for him and his friends.  Given his 
situation, there was a great risk that refusing the king’s table would result in extreme 
consequences for them, so for him to do this took a great deal of courage.   
 
Today there are diet books that tout the “Daniel Plan” as an effective weight-loss or health 
strategy.  How does that somewhat distort or miss the point of these verses? 
 
The point of the story is not that “water and vegetables” is the secret to good health; 
rather, it was God’s divine intervention that allowed Daniel and his friends to look just as 
strong and healthy as those who were not restricted to a limited diet.   
 
 
Chapter 1:17-21. 
Although Daniel and his friends received the best Babylonian royal education, who gets the 
credit for their growth in knowledge and wisdom?  (verse 17) 



 
It was God who gave them wisdom and ability, just as it is for us. 
 
What impression did Daniel make on the King?   
 
The king recognized that the men were gifted and intelligent and was pleased to give 
them important positions. 
 
This might be a good place to consider the whole issue of Daniel’s service to king 
Nebuchadnezzar.  There are some principles on display here that can guide us in our Christian 
living in the world. 

 Think about Daniel’s background and faith.  What was the relationship between Israel 
and Babylon?   

 
They were enemies.  Babylon was a pagan, idol-worshipping nation that ended up 
destroying the temple of God and deporting the chosen people.   
 

 How might we have expected Daniel to treat the opportunity to become a servant of the 
King of Babylon?  Instead, what does he do? 

 
We might have thought that Daniel would have refused to serve such a King at all, just as 
he refused to eat the unclean food.  Instead, he uses all of his gifts to serve and bless the 
civil government in which he had been placed, and to be a blessing to that kingdom. 
 

 How can you explain this reaction?  (see Jeremiah 29:4-9, although this prophecy 
probably didn’t happen for a couple of years after Daniel began serving) 

 
In the verse from Jeremiah, God told the people that they should continue to work hard, 
have families, and pray for the success of Babylon for as long as they were forced to dwell 
there.   
 

 What important application of this principle is there for us, living in an increasingly non-
Christian or anti-Christian society? 

 
Even though many aspects of our government and society are non-Christian or even anti-
Christian, we don’t need to rebel against the civil authority (cf Romans 12:1ff).  We can 
work to be “salt of the earth” in the nation in which we have been placed, and work for the 
earthly prosperity of our land and its people.  We glorify God by being good and 
productive citizens. 
 
How long did Daniel remain in the service of Babylon?  (verse 21) 
 
Daniel’s service lasted for almost 70 years.  In fact, he actually outlasted the kingdom of 
Babylon itself and will still be alive during the time of the next kingdom (Persia).   



 
 
 
 


