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Lessons from the Bible's forgotten books #8 
 
The last of our series of sermons on "forgotten" books of the Bible takes us to the New 
Testament, to the shortest of all the 66 books of the Bible, the 2nd letter of John.  It's just a 
single chapter with 13 verses. 
 
While it is such a short book, it is hardly insignificant.  For the book doesn't focus on minor 
matters but on the most significant truths of the whole Bible!  And it comes with a powerful 
lesson:  that we continue to understand that those truths are really the most important, not 
just in the Bible but the most important matters of life itself!  The book is short enough that 
we can walk through the entire little letter together.  John begins: 
 

The elder: 
To the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in the truth—and not only I, but also 

all who know the truth—  because of the truth, which lives in us and will be with us forever. 
 Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father's Son, 

will be with us in truth and love. 

 
"The elder" is John himself, one of Jesus' apostles, and by this time he is elderly, most likely 
by this time the only one of the original 12 apostles still to be alive after all the others have 
been martyred.  What we have here then is someone who walked side by side with Jesus, 
heard his words, stood at the foot of the cross, saw his resurrected glory and personally 
heard his command to make disciples.  We can trust what he says to us! 
 
But who is the "chosen lady"?  It's almost certain that this is not a particular Christian 
woman, but a way of referring to the church to which John is writing.  Other Bible writers 
liked to talk this way.  "Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her 
holy."  (Ephesians 5:25)   At the end of this letter John will say "your sister greets you" and 
that is probably his way of sending greetings from the congregation where he currently is.  
So the "chosen lady" is the church and her "children" are the individual members of the 
church. 
 
John greets the church in God's name--Father and Son--and then introduces the two key 
words of his letter:  truth and love.   And of course these aren't separate topics but closely 
related.   
 

It has given me great joy to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as the 
Father commanded us.  And now, dear lady, I am not writing youa new command but one 
that we have had from the beginning.  I ask that we love one another.   And this is love: that 



we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his command 
is that we walk in love. 

 
The truth, or at least the first part of it that John talks about here, is love.  "Love one 
another"--this was the command that Jesus had called new, but John here says it isn't new 
because his church has had this from the beginning.   
 
It might sound a little bit like John is engaging in circular language here.  Love means walking 
in Jesus' commands.  And what is his command?  Love one another.  It sounds kind of like an 
endless loop. 
 
But maybe John is saying a little more than we think.  Jesus said "Love one another", but 
how do we know what love is and what it means?    We know it by listening to Jesus' 
commands.  You see, the sad fact of the matter is that we aren't very good at figuring out 
what love is by ourselves.  We might convince ourselves we're being loving when we're 
actually just using someone for our own benefit, or trying to be praised by others, or actually 
dishonoring God and his commandments.   
 
We're being loving when we live not by our own standards but by the ones Jesus gave us.  If 
you read his words in the Gospels and ponder them, you'll see how his words always cut to 
the heart, how they want pure motives and genuine concern for others and always put God 
first.  In fact, Jesus' preaching of the law still shocks us, because he demanded total and 
utter selflessness, perfect love for one's enemies, sacrificing of all of one's possessions and 
even one's own life in the interest of serving God and perfect love. 
 
We all must be glad that there is more to the truth of Jesus than just telling us how to love.  
Jesus himself lived this life of love--loving enemies, sacrificing his own life for others.  But did 
he do this just to show an example?  And who was this Jesus?  Here's what John has to say 
about this even greater Truth: 
 

 Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have 
gone out into the world.  Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist.  Watch yourselves 
so you don’t lose what you have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully.  Anyone 
who runs ahead and does not remain in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever 
continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.   

 
Here's the most important Truth of all, even greater than the command to live and walk in 
love:  Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.    Every word in that sentence is vital!  "Jesus" - that 
means the Savior, the one who rescues us from our lack of love, our guilt, our condemnation 
from God.  "Christ" - that means the anointed One, the promised One, the one chosen by 
God himself and appointed to save the world.  He "Has come" - in other words, he wasn't 
just born, he came into the world from God as God's only Son, which does not make him less 
than God and but rather means that he is the very real manifestation of God himself.   



 
And yet he came "in the flesh".  At the time that John lived, in the late 1st century, there was 
a philosophy called Gnosticism that was also invading the Christian church as a heresy.  One 
of these false teachers, a man named Cerinthus, taught that Jesus was just a man but that at 
his baptism "Christ" descended on him for a time, but then left him at his crucifixion.  He was 
sort of "temporarily adopted" as God's Son.  You can imagine all the confusion and 
misguided understanding about salvation that resulted from this horrible teaching. 
 
Against all that John says:  the truth is that Jesus Christ came in the flesh.    The teaching that 
Jesus is both fully God and fully human, that God was in Jesus Christ and working our 
salvation for us, is the very heart of the truth.   For this reason, anyone who denies this truth 
can rightfully called "antichrist."  Other books of the Bible, especially 2 Thessalonians, make 
it clear that there is one antichrist above all; but John points out here that anyone who 
attacks the teaching of Jesus' nature and his saving work deserves that awful title. 
 
And for this very reason, that there are many who deny that most vital truth, John is 
compelled to offer this warning: 
 

If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not take him into your 
house or welcome him.  Anyone who welcomes him shares in his wicked work. 

 
There were traveling teachers in those days, just as Jesus himself and Paul and others had 
done.  Some of these were true Gospel teachers.  Others were heretics like Cerinthus and 
others, "antichrists."  So John warned the members of the early church:  be careful who you 
support!  Don't take antichristian false teachers into your home, give them free lodging and 
meals.  Why would you want to support what is not the truth?    Understand that John is not 
forbidding Christians to have non-Christian friends or even to share meals with them.  No, 
what he's saying here is:  don't give your financial support, or any kind of support, to people 
who try to use the name of Jesus to cover up their lies, to spread their false teachings that 
send people to straight to hell if they believe them!  Avoid them and avoid helping them! 
 
Do you see how truth and love have to go hand in hand?  Normally taking someone in and 
welcoming them would be considered loving.  But it's not loving if your support is used to 
help destroy God's saving truth.   
 
John concluded: 
 

I have much to write to you, but I do not want to use paper and ink.  Instead, I hope to 
visit you and talk with you face to face, so that our joy may be complete. 

The children of your chosen sister send their greetings.      

 
Like all of us, John found joy in the fellowship of other Christians--but only when it was a 
fellowship based on truth! 



 
So what is the timeless lesson of this littlest book of the Bible?  It's hard to narrow it down to 
just one!  But maybe we could sum it up by saying:  we must remember that truth and love 
always go together. 
 
The greatest love is God's love for us in Jesus Christ.  Anything that changes that message of 
salvation isn't love and won't lead to love. In his death we see what real love is.  In his Word 
we are taught how to show it as he wants us.  It's by trusting in him that we receive his gift 
of love--eternal life and resurrection from the dead; and it's by sharing that Gospel that 
other people are given that gift.  Nothing that attacks Jesus can ever be loving.  Nothing 
that denies his Word can ever be loving, because he is love incarnate come down from God 
to save you and me. 
 
So let's always cherish that incredible combination of truth and love.  Let's watch out for 
unloving thoughts of our own hearts.  Let's equally watch out for anything that 
compromises the truth of Jesus' word and its saving doctrine.  Then John's opening words 
will be true for us:  Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the 
Father's Son, will be with us in truth and in love!  Amen. 
 
 
 
   
 
 
  


