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 Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his officers, he 

said, “I will set up my camp in such and such a place.” 

 The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: “Beware of passing that place, 

because the Arameans are going down there.”  So the king of Israel checked on the place 

indicated by the man of God. Time and again Elisha warned the king, so that he was on 

his guard in such places. 

 This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his officers and demanded of them, 

“Tell me! Which of us is on the side of the king of Israel?” 

 “None of us, my lord the king,” said one of his officers, “but Elisha, the prophet who 

is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom.” 

 “Go, find out where he is,” the king ordered, “so I can send men and capture him.” 

The report came back: “He is in Dothan.”  Then he sent horses and chariots and a strong 

force there. They went by night and surrounded the city. 

 When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, 

an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh no, my lord! What shall we 

do?” the servant asked. 

 “Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than 

those who are with them.” 

 And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, LORD, so that he may see.” Then 

the LORD opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and 

chariots of fire all around Elisha. 

 As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, “Strike this army 

with blindness.” So he struck them with blindness, as Elisha had asked. 

 Elisha told them, “This is not the road and this is not the city. Follow me, and I will 

lead you to the man you are looking for.” And he led them to Samaria. 
 After they entered the city, Elisha said, “LORD, open the eyes of these men so they 

can see.” Then the LORD opened their eyes and they looked, and there they were, inside 

Samaria. 

 When the king of Israel saw them, he asked Elisha, “Shall I kill them, my 

father? Shall I kill them?” 

 “Do not kill them,” he answered. “Would you kill those you have captured with your 

own sword or bow? Set food and water before them so that they may eat and drink and 

then go back to their master.”  So he prepared a great feast for them, and after they had 

finished eating and drinking, he sent them away, and they returned to their master. So the 

bands from Aram stopped raiding Israel’s territory.  (2 Kings 6:8-23) 



"Don't blind yourself to the awesome assurance God wants for you!" 
 

This has always been one of my favorite little-known Bible stories.  From the time I was 

young and first heard it I always thought it was just an interesting story.  But there's also 

an important lesson for us in it.  It fits with our reading today about Jesus giving sight to 

the blind. 

 

In that lesson it became evident that there is more than one kind of sight.  Jesus cured a 

man who was born blind.  But the bigger conversation in that story was about spiritual 

sight and blindness.  The Pharisees refused to accept Jesus even though they were 

confronted with undeniable evidence about his power to heal.  In the end, they were the 

ones who were truly blind.   

 

Part of what it means to be a Christian is to admit that we are by nature blind.  We don't 

come into the world seeing the most important truths there are.  We blindly run away 

from God, we are ignorant of his love and mercy, we don't know the amazing truths of 

our redemption in Jesus Christ and his cross, his promises of resurrection from the dead 

and everlasting life.  But through and at the cross of Jesus Christ, God breaks through 

our blindness by his Holy Spirit.  Now we see and understand that we have a loving 

heavenly Father.  We see that we have hope for this life and the life to come.  We see 

that we have a purpose in life, to serve and worship the God who made us and who 

saved us by his mercy and love.   

 

But even with all of that--there's still a lot we don't see.  And maybe this Bible story can 

help us a little bit in that regard. 

 

 

It's a story about God's prophet Elisha, the successor to Elijah.  Even though the king of 

Israel was a pretty godless man at this time, Elisha was providing miraculous 

"intelligence" to him for the sake of the kingdom, giving him the exact location of the 

raids made by their enemies the Arameans.  "Time and again Elisha warned the king, 

so that he was on his guard in such places."  The Aramean king suspected that one of 

his own commanders was a traitor, but the commanders had learned the real reason: 

"Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you 

speak in your bedroom.”  So the Aramean king had a solution:  Let's go and capture 

the prophet. 

 

Now stop here to consider the blindness of that king.  If he accepts the fact that Elisha 

has miraculous powers and insight...was it really a good idea to try to oppose him?  



Wouldn't you in effect be fighting against God?  But this is the way blind human reason 

thinks--that it can overcome God's plans and still get its own way.   

 

So the Aramean forces race into Israel and during the night they encircle the little village 

of Dothan that Elijah calls home.  Elisha's servant gets up early in the morning and 

wanders outside, and when he rubs his sleepy eyes he's in for a shock:  "An army of 

horses and chariots had surrounded the city."  The servant ran back inside to deliver 

this news, and had a pretty hopeless outlook about it.  “Oh no, my lord! What shall we 

do?” 

 

What shall we do?  And maybe those are the sorts of questions that still come out of our 

mouths once in awhile, when we're facing a situation that seems pretty hopeless to us, 

the shock and horror of something unexpected, or a problem that keeps getting bigger 

and bigger.  There's a shortage of dollars in your family budget or your church budget.  

There's a new terrible virus sweeping the planet.  A family member is in trouble.  You 

lose your job.  And the question comes:  what in the world am I going to do now?  I 

can't conjure up dollars out of thin air.  I can't cure or prevent disease.  I can't fix a 

broken relationship, I can't change company policy.  I'm doomed.  We're doomed. 

 

And then Elisha had that amazing response.  “Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. 

“Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” And Elisha 

prayed, “Open his eyes, LORD, so that he may see.” Then the LORD opened the 

servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all 

around Elisha. 

 

A big army surrounded them?  Elisha knew, and suddenly his servant could see, that that 

army was in turn surrounded by a far larger and more powerful one.  An angelic army!  

God's angel host was camped around their little village, with divine powers at their 

disposal that made the camp of Aramean soldiers seem weak and insignificant.  They 

were there all along!  And yet they had been hidden from his view until that moment. 

 

Now I think that servant of Elisha's was a believer in the true God.  He knew the Lord 

was the only God of heaven and earth, that Elisha served that God.  He would have 

known that God was almighty, and that God was his Savior.  So he was not spiritually 

blind, as if he were some idolatrous unbeliever!  And yet...even as a believer...there was 

still so much that he was blind to:  the unseen realities of the spiritual realm, the forces 

of God's angels at work.  Really he was "blind" to the fact that this hopeless-seeming 

situation was actually totally in God's control.  "What shall we do?" he asked, and yet the 

reality was that he didn't need to do anything because God had already taken care of 

everything! 



 

By God's grace you and I, as we said before, can see some amazing truths about 

salvation, forgiveness and heaven.  And yet--let's acknowledge that to a degree we're all 

still blind.  There's so much we don't see, we don't appreciate about God's hand at work 

in our lives.  It's not that God expects us to be able to see what he hasn't revealed to us!  

But he wants us to live our lives in the awareness and assurance that he is doing a whole 

lot of things "behind the scenes" that our hidden from our eyes. 

 

There are going to be challenges that we're going to finally throw up our hands and, like 

that servant, admit that we can't do anything.  There will be pains.  There will be crosses 

to bear.  After all, God can and does have a good purpose in sending them; they can be 

opportunities to give him glory.  We shouldn't expect or think that God will just 

automatically take them all away.   

 

But there is one burden that God doesn't want you to have to bear, one kind of trial that 

he doesn't want you to go through:  this sense of hopelessness and fear, this sense of 

dread of the unknown future.  He doesn't intend you to feel that burden!   He wants to 

lift off that kind of blindness from you as well, so that you can live your live in the 

fearlessness and confidence of being a child of God, the confidence that he has your 

welfare in mind at every single moment! 

 

Would you sleep better at night knowing that God's angels are encamped around you, 

just as they were around the village of Dothan?  Doesn't God tell you that they are?   

"He will command his angels concerning you, to guard you in all their ways."  (Psalm 

91:11)  Would you feel better about your life if you knew that God was watching even 

the little details of your life, that it was all totally in his control?  Doesn't he promise you 

over and over again that this is exactly the case?  Didn't Jesus say, "Aren't two sparrows 

sold for a penny?  Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your 

Father.  And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  So don't be afraid; you 

are worth more than many sparrows."  (Matthew 10:29-31) 

 

Don't blind yourself to the reality of Jesus' love and concern for you.  Don't ruin your 

earthly life by filling it with constant fear and dread of the things over which you have 

no control.  Open your eyes to the implications of God's words and promises to you, to 

see that not only are you redeemed but that you are cared for, provided for, watched 

over at every single moment of your life, by the same Savior-God who was not willing to 

let you die for your sins and wants you in heaven with him. 

 

 

 



Conclusion 

The rest of the story is interesting, perhaps even entertaining.  At Elisha's prayer the 

Aramean army is struck with blindness--physical blindness--and let as helpless captives 

into the heart of Israel's capital city of Samaria.  Elisha rebukes the king when he 

suggests putting them to death.  Instead, they are given a hot meal and sent back 

home, their physical vision restored.  Truly God was in control of the whole situation!   

 

It must have been a stunning experience for those foreigners--their vision taken and 

restored, their lives spared when they were as good as dead.  Did some of them want to 

know more about the power of this awesome God that they had experienced?  Did they 

ever gain spiritual sight?  We wish that we knew. 

 

But here's the lesson for us:  as people who confess "I once was blind but now I see"; as 

people who realize even now that there's so much that we still don't see, wonders of 

God that we too often fail to appreciate; we can be patient with those who are still in 

blindness.  Our fight is not with them per se, even if they are the ones who are causing 

us some of the hardships we talked about earlier, as they lash out in their blindness.  We 

know that we have God's protection.  And so we can show compassion to those who are 

still blind, and do all we can to work and pray that God might enlighten them and open 

their eyes to see what we do see. 

 

Rejoice in what God has enabled you to see!  Rejoice that he has revealed that he is 

doing even more things behind the scenes, for you and me, than we can even imagine!  

Trust that he has everything, seen and unseen, under his wise power and control, even 

now.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 


