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Elisha returned to Gilgal and there was a famine in that region.  While the company of 
the prophets was meeting with him, he said to his servant, "Put on the large pot and cook some 
stew for these men." 

One of them went out into the fields to gather herbs and found a wild vine.  He 
gathered some of its gourds and filled the fold of his cloak.  When he returned, he cut them up 
into the pot of stew, though no one knew what they were.  The stew was poured out for the 
men, but as they began to eat it, they cried out, "O man of God there is death in the pot!"  And 
they could not eat it. 

Elisha said, "Get some flour."  He put it into the pot and said, "Serve it to the people to 
eat."  And there was nothing harmful in the pot. 

A man came from Baal Shalishah, bringing the man of God twenty loaves of barley bread 
baked from the first ripe grain, aong with some heads of new grain.  "Give it to the people to 
eat," Elisha said.   

"How can I set this before a hundred men?" his servant asked. 
But Elisha answered, "Give it to the people to eat.  For this is what the LORD says: They 

will eat and have some left over."  Then he set it before them, and they ate and had some left 
over, according to the word of the LORD.  (2 Kings 4:38-44) 

 

Praise the God who always feeds his people! 
 

If I had to ask you what God's greatest gift to you was, I hope that all of you would say, 
"Jesus."    "God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son."  The fact that God 
looked at you and wanted to save you for eternity in spite of all your guilt and failures, and 
that Jesus suffered to pay the price for all of those sins and failures to spare you an eternity 
in hell and instead make you an heir of eternal life--this is the greatest thing God has given 
us, along with bringing us to have faith in that Savior in our hearts.  So it's only natural that 
when we worship and praise God and hear his Word here, that this saving message would be 
the main focus of our time together.   
 
But we don't want to overlook God's other gifts, either!  Jesus taught us to pray for daily 
bread, and we read together a list a moment ago of all the countless things that this petition 
includes.  We don't deserve these blessings either!   And God certainly deserves our thanks 
and our worship for those daily, physical blessings too.. 
 
Those thoughts are at the heart of our Bible verse this morning from the book of 2 Kings.  
They are a couple of incidents in the life of the prophet Elisha.  I suppose we could call them 
"minor miracles", if that's even possible to call any miracle 'minor' at all.  Both of them are 
examples of God providing food for his people, and maybe both of them can remind us of 



how God provides these same blessings for us in ways that we foolishly forget or fail to 
appreciate. 
 
Maybe a joke that President Ronald Reagan once told would be a way to get us thinking 
about this.  (I may not be able to tell it as well as he did.)  There was once a Kansas farmer 
who owned a piece of creek bottom land.  It was pretty rough--rocks, brush, and weeds that 
had never been cleared.  But he worked and worked on it until he made it a vegetable 
garden.  Then one Sunday after church he invited the pastor to come and take a look at his 
beautiful garden spot.  The minister said, "Wow, look at those tomatoes--God has surely 
been good.  Look at those green beans, look at the height of that corn.  God has really 
blessed this place."  Each time he mentioned God the farmer got a little more fidgety until he 
blurted out, "Reverend, no offense but--you should have seen this place when God was 
taking care of it by himself."   
 
Now, I suppose there's a point to be made here about the importance of work.  God talked 
about that way back in the garden of Eden, that from then on people would have to work 
hard for their food.  But the pastor in this story still wasn't wrong in what he said, was he?   
Just because God provides his blessings through people doesn't mean they don't also come 
from him.  The one who created the natural world with all its wonder also created us, he 
gave human beings minds and abilities to learn and strength to work.   James said, "Every 
good and perfect gift is from above."  (James 1:14)  What God did through miracles in these 
stories he does through more ordinary means today, but that doesn't mean he isn't still at 
work.  Let's take a look. 
 
 
The first story starts, "Elisha returned to Gilgal and there was a famine in that region."  
Maybe we ought to just stop right there and realize that I doubt of any of us has lived 
through anything that could be called a famine.  My dad lived through the Dust Bowl in 
Nebraska in the 1930s, and he told me that he never went hungry even in those year.  Real 
hunger does exist in this world, and it always has; so the fact that we don't have shortfalls of 
food in general is something we thank God for. 
 
The first story continued by telling how Elisha's servant found an unknown plant growing in 
a field and  decided to chop its gourds into the evening stew to try to make the food stretch 
a little further.  But when the men tried to eat it they cried out to Elisha those memorable 
words, "Man of God, there is death in the pot!"  Apparently whatever was in the mystery 
plant was so toxic that the people could tell that even from a taste.  But Elisha simply threw 
a handful of flour into the pot and lo and behold, the whole stew was once again edible and 
nourishing. 
 
Now what God accomplished through a miracle here he still accomplishes for us every day--
making sure that the food we get actually nourishes us.  Of course every once in awhile we 
hear a news story about an outbreak of this or that bacteria in a certain store or restaurant.  
The point is that those incidents are so rare that they grab our attention, because frankly we 



take it for granted that the food you buy at the store isn't going to be deadly poisonous and 
toxic.   
 
And for as much as we might roll our eyes at all the bureaucracies involved, there's no 
denying that God uses many of these people in some anonymous office or position to help 
us in this way--people whose job it is to watch over our food supply, to force bad food to be 
recalled, today to even require labels on food so that people can tell what they are eating, to 
make decisions about nutrients and organic foods and everything else.   
 
God makes sure his people are fed.  If you noticed, the group that was meeting that day with 
Elisha was "the company of prophets."  God feeds his people to make sure his Word 
continues to be spread and taught.  He still does the same today--every day, so that when 
you go home to eat your lunch you don't do it with fear but with thanksgiving and 
confidence. 
 
 
The other Bible story was a story of multiplying food.  I suppose we could call it a "mini" 
feeding of the 5000, and that's why this reading was chosen to be read on the same Sunday 
as that miracle.  This was the feeding of 100.   20 barley loaves (and these would have been 
smaller loaves than a big brick of white bread) feed a group of 100 men with more than 
enough to go by.  Just as in Jesus' feeding of the 5000, there was even food left over. 
 
God took a hopeless situation and by his amazing providence made it more than sufficient to 
meet the needs of his people.   Praise be to God that he did that most of all in the death of 
Jesus Christ.  "Where sin increased, grace increased all the more!"  In Jesus God not only 
removed our punishment of hell but added the status of being his child, and one day the 
overflowing joys of heaven.   
 
And God still does the same thing today.  He answers prayers.  Over and over again he tells 
us in his Word that he hears the cries of the outcast, the lonely, the oppressed and beaten 
down.  When no one else can help, God helps!   
 
And so this story reminds us that when we don't see how we are going to provide and meet 
the need that is there--when our strength is about to give out but we don't want to fail 
someone else--God is there to solve that hopeless situation.  And since God today does his 
work through people, this story also reminds us that we can be the ones to help the 
hopeless situation, that we can be the ones that God uses to give blessings to others, that 
we can be part of God's answer to the cries of the helpless and the hopeless.   
 
And maybe there are other times when God wants to use a shortfall to teach us something, 
so that we see the difference between our needs and our wants, that we will stop sounding 
and feeling like spoiled toddlers and a little more like the apostle Paul who said, "I have 
learned the secret of being content in every situation, whether in plenty or in want.  I can do 
everything through him who gives me strength."  (Philippians 4:12-13)  For we have Jesus 



Christ died and risen, and in him we have the one thing we truly could not live without, the 
favor of God and the promise of life eternal. 
 
For God's goodness never runs out.  His supply of grace and love is inexhaustible.  There is 
always some left over, there is always more than enough for all who put their hope in him! 
 
Conclusion 
"Give us this day our daily bread."  We pray it every Sunday and at other times as well, and 
yet we are often so slow to appreciate how often he answers it.  May we go through this 
week and beyond with our eyes opened at the overflowing goodness of God. 
 
He may not always show it in miracles--and yet in a way, it's always a miracle.  A loving God 
provides food--and much more--for sinful human beings.  That's a miracle every time it 
happens, a miracle of grace.  Don't ever take it for granted!    Amen. 
 
 
 
 


