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Our Goal & Prayer:
Our goal is to reach young men and young girls with the gospel of
Christ and train them to serve him.
Our prayer is for all children and students throughout the world will
come to know, love, and serve the Lord Jesus Christ.

Student Ministry
Ridgedale Baptist

What We Expect of our Students
1. Show respect for everyone you come in contact with, by your actions and yours words.
This means that making fun of others and cutting each other down is not acceptable.
2. Bullying will not be tolerated at any time. We are committed to a safe environment.
3. Respect your brothers and sisters in Christ (e.g., do not speak when someone else is
speaking.)
4. Respect the facilities. (e.g., do not throw or kick balls at the doors, walls, no walking or
running on church furniture or chairs, clean up after yourself.)
5. Students may not be on Ridgedale Property more than 15 minutes prior to the
beginning or 15 minutes later than the end of a Student event unless involved with teen
leadership.
6. No obscene language.
7. No drugs, alcohol, tobacco use or pornography of any sort.
8. No weapons, no fire works
9. Public display of affection while at church functions is inappropriate. This detracts from
our purpose as we meet together. Student leaders will model appropriate behavior.
10.For the safety and well being of all, every meeting and event has physical boundaries.
Stay within those boundaries.
11.During study time, you must remain seated to avoid disrupting the groups.
12.Students are required to wear seatbelts anytime they are in a church or volunteer vehicle,
no exceptions. All part of the seatbelt must be worn correctly.

What We Expect in Attire and Dress for our Students

It is important that our dress is appropriate. We represent Christ in the community and in
the church. While others may choose to wear these clothing items, we know that our
wearing them often works against our efforts to serve as the hands and feet of Jesus so we
ask you to refrain. The distracting apparel can be disrespectful and damaging to our longterm relationships.
1. Bare midriffs, spaghetti straps, see through clothing, tube tops, halter tops.
2. Visible undergarments. Pants should be worn at waist/hip level
3. Dresses, skirts, shorts, skorts, and garments will be 3” to 4” to knee or longer. If a garment
has a slit, the top of the slit should be lower than 3” to 4” from knee. (leader discretion)
4. No clothing with offensive or obscene pictures and/or words.
5. Bathing suites
Females: One piece or full cover tankini (no visible stomach)
Do not ask about two pieces.
Males: Swimming trunks are acceptable as long as they are not revealing
If you do not wear it to Sunday morning worship or to school this means you should not
wear it to student ministry events. Should you dress in an inappropriate manner you will be
asked to put on different clothes or your parents will be called to bring you new clothing or
to take you home.

Disrupting Behavior During Class or Studies
We gather together three times a week for a period of worship and study. We cannot
allow disruptive behavior to detract from our time together and our focus on Christ.
Disruptive classroom behavior will result in the following progressive consequences:
First Offense: Student will receive a verbal warning from the teacher or assisting adult in the
classroom.
Second Offense: Student will be removed from class by an assisting adult. Hopefully, a
private discussion in an open area will resolve the problem and, if the
problem is resolved, the student may return to class.
Third Offense: The student will be removed from class by an assisting adult. The student will
be required to notify their parent of their behavior as expediently as possible,
on the same day as occurrence. Resolution of the issue will by affected by
the student, parents and teacher prior to the student returning to class. This
will be resolved on a case by case basis.

Inappropriate Behavior on Trips
Disruptive or unsafe behavior on trips will not be tolerated. Disruptive and unsafe behavior
includes any violation of the Student Ministry Rules as well as specific rules imposed for that
trip. The final authority determining what is and is not considered disruptive and unsafe
behavior will be the Student Leadership/Volunteer Team.
First Offense: Student will contact his or her parent(s) to explain the problem. An adult will
then speak to the parent in order to ensure that the parent understands the
situation. Appropriate consequences will be enforced on the trip.
Example: A student internally disregards the physical boundaries and walks across the street
to Starbucks. The student will call his or her parents with an adult leader to explain the
situation. As an appropriate consequence, the student will have an opportunity to form a
lasting relationship with a chaperone for the remainder of the trip.
Second Offense: Student will be sent home at his or her own expense. The student will
contact his or her parent(s) to explain the problem and arrange for
transportation home. An adult will then speak to the parent in order to
ensure that the parent understand the situation.
Additionally, the student will not be allowed to participate in any RBC activities away from
the church for a minimum of three (3) months. Further determination of appropriate
consequences will be made by the Student Leadership/Volunteer Team.

What We Expect “Youth In Action”
1. Everyone participates who attends on Wednesday nights.
2. Everyone riding in a vehicle will wear seatbelts correctly.
3. The Rule of 3 must apply at all times when driving to worksites, working, or going to
restroom. Exception is AWANA.
4. Cell phones or other electronic devices will not be permitted in the work field or in
Awana. Students will leave them at home or turn them in prior to leaving for working.
5. Students will respect cars they ride in to and from sites. Watching out for other cars
when opening doors. No trash should be left in any car.
6. No food or drink should be with a student. Students should not need to purchase food
or drink while out. Sealed water bottles are acceptable.
7. Focus on the reason we are serving.
8. Students in 6th grade will wait six months prior to working in Awana.
9. No student should ever be alone with a child, adult, or another student while
participating in a church event.

What We Expect “Discovery Ridge Sunday Morning”
1. Student should arrive on time to their scheduled classes. If absent a student should find a
replacement when possible.
2. Be prepared to help with the lead adult teacher. Plan to participate in Discovery Worship
and in the classroom.
3. No student should ever be alone in a class without an adult. Seek an adult immediately.
4. Do not use cell phone while volunteering. Parents may choose to keep phone during
this time of volunteering.
5. No student should serve more than twice a month. Students are expected to participate
in worship. Students appearing to work more than twice in a month will be removed
from the schedule.
6. Students in 6th grade will be wait six months prior to working in Discovery Ridge.
7. Remember you represent the Student Ministry. Your actions create impressions of all of
the students. Work hard for when volunteering.

Other Items of Importance
Students Driving 16 and older
 Students driving themselves must be on time to events.
 Students will not be permitted to transport other students to and from an event once the
student has arrived in the care of Ridgedale Baptist Church. With permission from legal
guardians and following current state laws students may bring siblings etc. to church.
 When going on overnight trips students must ride in transportation provided by the
church.

Dating
TBA

Other Items of Importance

Fundraising for Events
Fundraising will help cut the costs of the trips we attend. Parents should plan to attend to
help with fundraising. Student Ministry Leadership will be available but support from
parents will be necessary.
Girls and Guys Life On Life Groups
Student Ministry Life On Life Groups will meet outside of the normal Student Ministry
schedule. Leaders of each group are responsible for communicating times, expectations,
etc. Students interested in joining a Life on Life group must complete an application and an
interview. When in a Life on Life Group, it will not be a guarantee an invite will be given the
following year.
Participating in Special Events
Ever so often students will have the opportunity to participate in special events such as
working at Ridgedale School (Christmas/Track Field), attending leadership conferences, etc…
These special events will require additional required work outside of the normal time of the
Student Ministry.
Mr. Chris Said or . . . . . .
Our Student Ministry Team will often hear a student say, “Well Mr. Chris said. . . “ Mr. Chris
or any of our leaders will never expect our parents to do something without us first talking
with the parent. For Example - Mr. Chris said I needed a cell phone for Student Ministry. Mr.
Chris nor will any of our other leaders expect our students to have a cell phone. Please call
at anytime if there are questions.

STUDENT COVENANT
2017-2018

You’re about to meet some amazing students and leaders in a new adventure and hopefully learn some pretty incredible stuff! But
before we do, there are a couple of things we want everybody to agree on, so your experience with Ridgedale’s Student Ministry will
be the best it can be. We’ve thought carefully about what’s important for everyone to see eye-to-eye on and listed those things
below. These expectations will help to make this experience meaningful, fun and safe for everyone - and by “everyone,” we mean
church staff, volunteer leaders, church members, community members, other students and, especially YOU!
Please read this covenant carefully so you understand Ridgedale’s Student Ministries guidelines. By participating in any event and
by signing at the bottom, you’ll be agreeing to respect your leaders, fellow students, the communities we work in and pretty much
everything around you and commit to being a team player in this ministry.

I agree to look for ways to serve others with a joyful attitude, so I
can help people like Jesus did. I understand that I am a part of
this student ministry to serve God, help a community, build
relationships with my peers/adults and learn new things. I agree
to come prepared to do just that!
I am aware that my actions affect people other than just me. I
agree to obey all laws and ordinances pertaining to use of drugs
and alcohol by minors. I will not bring or use weapons or illegal
substances to any student ministry meeting or event.
I want to stay focused on the people and experiences in the
community I will be serving. Because of this, I will consider
leaving my cell phone or other electronic devices at home. If I
choose to bring them, I understand that my use of them will be
limited, and I will risk theft or loss. I understand that my
parents will be given instructions on how to contact an adult
leader in case I need to be reached.
 Student cell phones will be collected prior to events,
worship services, meetings, service projects, etc… and will
be given back at the end.
I want to respect the people around me, so I agree to wear
clothes inline with Ridgedale Student Ministry “Expectation in
Attire and Dress for our Students.”

I agree that me being involved in Student Ministry is a group
experience. I’ll be in different group settings all year. Because of
this, I will do my best to build community, create relationships, be
welcoming and include others. I agree to treat everyone—leaders,
staff, other students and community members—with the utmost
respect.
I realize that there are adults in my life who volunteer to teach,
plan events, etc.. who care about me, and my well-being. Plus, I
want to be safe! So, I agree to stay within the designated
boundaries of any event, activity, service project, etc.. following
rules, staying in groups of three (3) or more, respecting genderspecific areas (sleeping rooms, restrooms, and showers), and refrain
from using my cell phone in these areas due to privacy concerns.
 Photos are not to be taken in sleeping areas, restrooms,
bathrooms, shower areas, or any private area of a building,
church, cabin, hotel, etc…
It matters how I treat people’s things, so I agree that I will respect
the property of all participants, the church, the community, and
wherever I maybe. My actions will show my love for Jesus and
others. I will keep in mind the purpose of the Student Ministries
Mission and my job of showing Jesus to all I come in contact with.

I agree to follow all the above expectations because
I want to be safe, love others and represent Jesus well at all times.

_____________________________________________________
Student Signature

_____________________________________
Date

_____________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

_____________________________________
Date

Student Ministry Vision
A family connected and engaged, seeking a strong, loving relationship
with God, serving whole heartedly with the gifts given by Jesus Christ,
and the knowledge given to us through God’s Word.

Why do we use the words Student Ministry Vs. Youth Group?
The way we speak about our ministry to teens communicates something to outsiders. Our language
creates an unspoken and unintended boundary that outsiders have to cross. We have defined ourselves as a group (youth group) with the language we used for ourselves, and for an outsider, you
were immediately placed outside of this unspoken group, until you crossed some unspoken boundary that made you “one of us.” A similar boundary exists even when we refer to our group with a specific brand or logo or ministry name. It becomes something I am either in or out of, in the midst of an
adolescent world that is obsessed with identity and belonging.
“Student ministry” conveys a different image, and an image that, for teenagers who already feel excluded from church and society, is a needed an appealing way of thinking of ministry to teenagers.
Whereas “youth group” suggests both an age limitation and a defined set of people, “student ministry” suggests both learning and action.
To be a student is to be learning and growing. And while the focus of our “student ministries” is on
adolescence, it’s not limited to that age group. “Youth group” communicates an age-defined set: a
group of young people. Yet the deeper reality is that working with adolescents as a leader will cause
YOU to learn and grow perhaps even more than it will cause students to grow. For many, helping
with the student ministry of the church is the first step toward leading in other ministries. If you can
successfully lead a small group of sixth grade boys, you can lead anyone anywhere. So the
“student” of “student ministries” is about teens; but beyond that, it’s about being a place where anyone can come to learn and grow and be challenged and equipped to lead in other places.

Date
Aug
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Oct
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Jan.
Jan.

Sunday Nights
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm
6
13
20
27
3
10
17
24
1
8
15
22
29
5
12
19
26
3
10
17
24
31
7
14

No Group
Messy Games
Parent Meeting
??? TBA
Labor Day OFF
Awaken 1
Awaken 2
Awaken 3
Awaken 4
Big Creek Mission Trip
Bon Fire
5 Love Languages
5 Love Languages
5 Love Languages
5 Love Languages
5 Love Languages
FOT Volunteer Project
Forgiveness
Forgiveness
Christmas Party
OFF
Off
TBA
Clayton King

Date
Jan.
Jan.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
March
March
March
March
April
April
April
April
April
May
May
May
May
June
June
June
June
July

21
28
4
11
18
25
4
11
18
25
1
8
15
22
29
6
13
20
27
3
10
17
24
1

Subject to change depending upon resources and leadership.

UPDATED 6/13/17

Swipe Right 1
Swipe Right 2
Swipe Right 3
Swipe Right 4
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
Paint Ball
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA

Wednesday Nights
Youth In Action 6:20 - 8:00 pm
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

6
13
20
27
4
11
18
25
1
8
11
22
29
6
13
20
27

Fall Break NO YIA
Trunk-or-Treat

Thanksgiving NO YIA

Candle Light Communion
NO YIA

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
March
March
March
March
April
April
April
April
May
May
May

3
10
17
24
31
7
14
21
28
7
14
21
28
4
11
18
25
2
8
16

NO YIA

SPRING BREAK
Easter Egg Hunt

END OF YEAR CELEBRATION

Subject to change depending upon resources and leadership.

Student Ministry Events
September -

Awana Training YIA

(Sept. 16)

October -

Parent Class Internet Security

(Oct. 1)

Big Creek KY

(Oct. 6-9)

Student Ministry Cookout

(Oct. 15)

November -

Fantasy of Trees Volunteer

(Nov. 26)

December -

Christmas Party

(Dec. 17)

January-

Clayton King Retreat

(Jan. 12-15)

February -

TBA

March -

Student Led Communion

(March 29)

Passion of Christ movie

(March 30)

April -

Paint Ball

(April 22)

May -

Graduation Dinner

(May 12)

Graduation Recognition

(May 20)

June -

VBS

(June 10 - 13)

July -

International Mission Trip

Free

Free (1:00pm)

Free (6:00 - 8:00 pm)

Free

Free (5 - 8 pm)

Mission Trip TBA
Subject to change depending upon resources and leadership.

Student Trips 2018
Growth - Clayton King Retreat
$175 (Minimal of 20 students need to register)

(Jan. 12 - 15)

Mission - Big Creek Ky
$85 (Minimal of 5 students need to register)

(Oct. 6 - 9)

Mission - TBA
$300 (Minimal of 20 students need to register)

TBA

(Deposit $25 Sept. 17)
(1st Payment $75 Nov. 5)
(Final Payment $75 Jan. 1)

(Deposit $25 Sept.3)
(Final Payment $60 Oct. 1)

(Deposit $25 Nov. 5)
(1st Payment $125 Jan. 7)
(2nd Payment $150 March 4)

Current thought is Orlando and volunteering
at Give Kids The World. We are awaiting
Communication from GKTW. Dates we are
looking at late May or late July.

Mission - International (HS Only)
$1,550 (Minimal of 5 HS students need to register)

(June 30 - July 7)

(Dates can change by 1 or 2 days)
(Deposit $100 & Visa Application Completed
(2nd Payment $200 Oct. 22)
(3rd Payment $200 Nov. 19)
(4th Payment $500 Dec. 31) (plane tickets will be purchased at this time)
(Final Payment $450 March 18)

High School Students may attend both summer mission trips. Graduating seniors may attend both
trips.
Subject to change depending upon church financial resources, leadership, and number of students participating.

Digital Church Family Directory and Church Calendar
Welcome to our online directory for our church family of Ridgedale Bap st Church. To join the
online directory following the easy steps below.

Log in using IOS or Android Device
Step 1: Go to Apple Store or Google Play Store / Download SimpleChurch CRM.
(look at logo at top of this page.)

Step 2: Open the app on a phone/tablet device.
Step 3: DOMAIN = click in the box DOMAIN, type the word Ridgedale to replace the word
domain which is in the box. The word domain will disappear.
Step 4: Go to bo om of the app and press Forgot Password. Enter your email address and
press submit.

(If for some reason we do not have your correct email in our system, you will NOT receive

password informa on. Contact Chris to have your email updated.)

Step 5: An email will be sent to you with your login informa on.

Log in using a Computer:
Step 1: Go to h ps://ridgedale.simplechurchcrm.com/
Step 2: Press forgot password.
Step 3: Enter your email address and press submit.

(If for some reason we do not have your correct

email in our system, you will NOT receive password informa on. Contact Chris to have your email updated.)

Step 4: An email will be sent to you with your login informa on.

Conﬁden ality of your informa on is IMPORTANT to our church. At any me a member may request to have their informa on
removed from our online directory. Note: this too will remove informa on from any printed directories.
To be removed Email ridgedale@rdigedale.org .

Our Guiding Principles: High tech / high touch
Ques ons Chris Cate @ 865.254.5789 chriscate@ridgedale.org

Updated 8/22/17

Student
Ministry
Directory
The Ridge Worship & Youth In Action
Chris Cate
865.254.5789
chriscate05@comcast.net
Trek (Middle/High School)
Teacher
John Lowery
865.604.7865
johnlowerytn@gmail.com
Administration / Secretary
Secretary
Secretary
Other Leaders

Kim McNutt
865.382.1922
kmcnutt77@hotmail.com
Tammy Cate
terptc@gmail.com
865.254.5788
Cindy Slate
Dustin Terry
Ben Lathrop
Stu Tyimok

2016-2017

Staff
Ridgedale Baptist
Church
Senior Pastor:
Mark McGill
Admin. Family Pastor:
Chris Cate
Director of Children’s
Ministries:
Heather Dixon
5632 Nickle Road
Knoxville, TN 37921
865.588.6855
www.ridgedale.org

www.ridgedale.org

Sunday Morning
9:30 - 10:25

Sunday Night
6:00 - 7:30 pm

Wednesday Night
6:20 - 8:00 pm

