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Grandpa Again 

 

 I was sitting in a small gazebo along the edge of Lake Susan at Montreat Conference Center 

in North Carolina.  Mid-morning, still a very slight chill in the air.  Some families were out for a 

stroll around the lake, waiting for the staff to collect the youngsters for their day’s activities.  A 

man arrived with some fishing gear.  He wore an expensive L.L. Bean fishing vest; a little overkill 

in my opinion, but he looked good in it.  I thought, “Gotta get me one.” 

 

 Five minutes later he had a line in the water.  A few minutes after that, a family came 

around the corner.  Mom, dad, a young person in a stroller, and a 3-year-old. I was too far away to 

hear the conversation, but the gist was that the youngster was curious, and the man was receptive.  

Careful not to bother me…I guess I looked like someone easily bothered…the parents asked if 

they could join me in the gazebo.  Taking a position where they could watch the interaction, the 

mother said, “Did you see his eyes light up?”  She was referring to the fisherman.  “I wonder what 

he meant when he said he hadn’t seen his grandchildren in years.” 

 

Without another thought, I wrote this: 

 

 Here, take the pole, don’t be afraid 

    turn the reel the other way 

 Give it a tug, is it still there? 

    nice and easy, you’ll see it soon. 
 

 I’ve seen eyes light up like that 

       eight or nine years ago 

 A computer screen, no matter how happy the story 

    doesn’t inspire a sense of awe. 

 I was happy for the gift of being grandpa again. 
 

 Without much thought I grabbed my bag 

    trying to beat the mid-morning heat 

 A fly rod and a spinner rig, I will probably 

    only use one depending on what I see.  

 

In the gazebo is a sign, “No Hammocking.”  Laying aside the thought of someone taking the time 

to tie up a hammock in this little gazebo, I decided I was grateful for the sign; rather, one 

interpretation of the sign.  “Gazebo” is derived from some Latin meaning “I shall see.” I am 

thankful I was not napping during that blessed time of revelation. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



The Session has called a Congregational Meeting for this coming 

Sunday, September 19th, immediately following worship, for the 

purpose of nominating and electing the next Nominating Committee.    

 

To attend via ZOOM after 11:45 a.m.: 

Step 1 – Go to orangeparkpres.org. 

Step 2 – Scroll to bottom and click on ZOOM button. 

Step 3 – Enter meeting passcode – 316969. 

Step 4 – Cross your fingers. 

Step 5 – Enjoy the show. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

OPPC is having a “Campus Clean-up” day on Saturday, September 18th, from 10:00 a.m. until 

2:00 p.m.  Please bring your “work gloves” and any other tools you may think would be beneficial 

for general yard maintenance and clean-up.  First task at hand is to pull weeds and clip the many 

beds around the sanctuary and campus.  This is the first of the quarterly scheduled “clean-up” days 

so if you can’t make it don’t worry.  If you have any questions, please contact John Maierhoffer at 

571-8164. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM YOUR DEACON TEAM 
 

The pandemic is not being controlled very quickly, is it?  Many of us feel tired, stressed, and 

anxious.  Just when we saw signs of hope, for life getting back to some sort of normal, here we are 

again so unsure of the future.  Your Deacon Team would like you to know that you continue to be 

in our prayers.  Please know that we are here to help you in ways that seem right to you. We cannot 

help if we don’t know about a particular need that you have.  Please let your deacon know how 

he/she may help in this time of separation.  Also, the Stephen Ministers are here for you too. 

Deborah Pendry is the contact person for that ministry. 

 

Cindy Ezell, June King, LeeAnn Krick, Debbie Mueller, Cathy Sanders, Vern Wickline 

 



 
If you have a need for minor repairs and general maintenance 
around your house, we have volunteers ready and willing to 
assist.  Please contact: 
 

Vern Wickline 
4491 Tarragon Avenue 

Middleburg, Florida 32068 
904-364-6043 

vern.wickline@gmail.com 
 

REMEMBER:  Prior to hiring a contractor, verify that they are licensed, bonded, 
insured and can provide references —even if you know them personally.  Always 
ask for a written estimate which includes labor and materials.  If the work costs are 
more than expected, make sure they tell you prior to beginning work.  These days 
there are so many scams and people – especially the Elderly – are being taken 
advantage of.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shoulder-to-Shoulder meets every Wednesday morning at 8:00 a.m. at the Country Cabin 

Restaurant on Blanding Boulevard.  All are welcome and encouraged to attend.  We enjoy 

fellowship, breakfast, a Bible lesson from “These Days”, a daily devotional.  Copies are available 

to any who might attend.  If you would like additional information, please feel free to contact Dick 

Mueller at 904-728-3841 or RMueller@evergreenjax.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Where??? 1st Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m., at V Pizza, 1605 County Rd 220 #145, 

Fleming Island, FL, 32003. 

 

As a reminder, we meet for fellowship, friendship, beverages, food and a discussion of a Bible 

lesson.  Ladies and gentlemen are all invited.  The committee pays for your first beverage.  You 

will be on your own for additional beverages and your food.  Feel free to bring a friend.  You might 

want to check the V Pizza menu https://www.vpizza.com/eats on the day of the meeting as it may 

take you some time to make a selection. 

 

Further, for the foreseeable future, our meetings will be held at the same time and location on the 

1st Monday of each month.   Call Dick Mueller at 904-728-3841, if you have any questions. 

 

 

BIBLE WHERE????  
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                       CIRCLE MEETINGS  
 

 HOPE CIRCLE:  Tuesday, October 12th, 12:00 

p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Moderator:  Betty 

Wengert, 269-2548.  

 REBEKAH CIRCLE:  Wednesday, October 13th, 

10:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Moderator:  Shirley 

Weimer, 264-2646.   

 GRACE CIRCLE: Thursday, October 14th, 11:45 a.m. in Gathering Place.  Moderator:  

Jayne Donalson, 262-1909.   

 

The study books are available in the church office or you may contact your Circle Moderator.  

They are $10 each. 

 

                         

SEW & SEWS 
 

The Sew & Sews meet the first Wednesday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Please feel free to join in.  Contact Bev Davis, if you would like 

more information (904-307-8512 or bev.davis1@icloud.com).  Please note:  If 

things change, Bev will give you a call. 
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About 200 individuals from Afghanistan are expected to be resettled 

in the Jacksonville area and some have begun to arrive.  Many of these 

individuals served as interpreters or aided the United States in the 

years of war in their country, and have been vetted by the federal 

government and given refugee status.  As refugees they will receive 

90 days of government assistance, including free rent and basic 

furnishings for an apartment.  Catholic Charities of Jacksonville is 

coordinating the housing for these new arrivals.  If we can confirm 

enough furniture and supplies, they are willing to schedule a truck to pick up the furniture and 

larger items.  Please let the church office know if you are willing to donate any of the items below.  

Hopefully items will be collected within the next few weeks and if you have volunteered, we will 

let you know when they are needed.  (PLEASE DO NOT BRING ITEMS TO THE CHURCH 

UNTIL NOTIFIED.) 

 

❖ Gently used furniture: no “oversized”, badly stained or broken items 
❖ Queen-, full- and twin-size beds, mattresses and frames 
❖ Bedding for queen-, full- and twin-size beds 
❖ Bathroom supplies (towel sets, shower curtains, shower liners and rings, floor mats, 

soap dispensers, toothbrush holder, toilet brush, plunger) 
❖ Kitchen supplies (dishware, eating and cooking utensils, pots, pans, oven mitts, 

cutting boards, dish cloths and towels) 
❖ General household decorations (rugs, pictures, lamps, etc.) 
❖ Household cleaning supplies (multipurpose cleaner, bleach, air freshener, sponges, 

mop, broom, dustpan, bucket) 
 
 

 

 

The Missions Team is looking for people willing to write articles 

for the newsletters, make some phone calls or deliver items the 

church has collected.  Volunteer to do as much or little as you 

want or can.  Every extra pair of hands help!  Contact Marjorie 

Phillips, Paula Brunson, Barbara Koontz or the church office to 

learn more or to enlist as a Mission Team Volunteer! 

 

 



In homage to International Literacy Day (September 

8th), we are collecting books during September and early 

October to give to Quigley House (domestic violence 

shelter), Mercy Support Services (housing for homeless) 

and Family Promise (homeless families).  If enough 

books are collected, we have other destinations in mind, 

too!  Books for preschoolers through teens will be accepted, new or GENTLY used (no tears, 

scribbles, etc.).  Bring your books to the narthex on Sundays through October 10th or to the October 

5th Drive-In Donations in the front parking lot (10-11 a.m.).  TIP:  Resale and thrift stores are good 

sources for children’s books! 

 

 

 

For about 5 years OPPC has prayed for and financially 

supported Pam S. in her work in Turkey with a women’s 

ministry and university students.  We were delighted to 

host a lunch on August 14th to learn more about the work 

she is involved in.  She has asked us to keep these items 

in our prayers: 

  

• Pray for the local Antalya church leaders and their 

families, for their safety and the fruitfulness of their 

ministries 

• Pray that the emerging volunteers serve together in humility 

• Pray that university students will be reached with the Good News 

• Pray that the Turkish government will reverse its turn away from the west 
  

 
 

JOIN THE TEAM TO WIPE OUT HUNGER IN CLAY COUNTY!   

 

OPPC will again send a team to the Hunger Fight Clay County 

packing event this fall, scheduled for November 6th, 8:00 a.m. – 

2:30 p.m. at the Thrasher-Horne Center on College 

Drive.  Information at this time is limited, but please contact the 

church office or a Missions Team member if you want to be on 

the team.  We’ll need at least 10 people who are comfortable 

standing for long periods, working in an assembly-line process 

to create food packets. 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT DRIVE-THRU 

Donation 
DROP-OFF 

Tuesday, October 5th  

10:00 – 11:00 am 

Bring food (items such as canned and 

unrefrigerated packaged food to help 

feed larger families) for the Clothes 

Closet and Food Pantry.   You may also 

bring your food donations on Sundays 

and leave them in the baskets in the 

Narthex.  Please remember how great 

the needs still are in our community and 

the privilege God gives us to share with 

others.   

https://www.jacksonville.com/story/news/2021/07/03/category-1-hurricane-elsa-florida-jacksonville-remains-cone-uncertainty/7851405002/?itm_medium=recirc&itm_source=taboola&itm_campaign=internal&itm_content=BelowArticleFeed-FeedRedesign-Medium
https://www.jacksonville.com/story/news/2021/07/03/category-1-hurricane-elsa-florida-jacksonville-remains-cone-uncertainty/7851405002/?itm_medium=recirc&itm_source=taboola&itm_campaign=internal&itm_content=BelowArticleFeed-FeedRedesign-Medium


 

 

 

 

Inez, Kathy, Michaela, Russ Sobolewski, Austin 

Sobolewski, The Family of Randy Lindquist, 

Steve O’Neil, The Family of Claudia Ingaldi, The 

Family of Jack Welkenbach, Janet Gardner, 

Megan, Ben Buford, Selene Gardner and Family, 

The Family of Otto Peucker, Michael Sullivan 

and Mother, Michael Grandstaff, Megan 

Werkmeister, Curt Miller, Charles Capallia, 

Linda, The Family & Friends of Lou Ann 

Singleterry, The Family of Nancy Powell, Judy’s 

Family, Leslie Edwards and Family, Brenda Leto, 

Maureen Chrul, Carol, Marie, Linda Broadus’ 

great-great niece, Pat Carlile, Ron Yrabedra, The 

Family of Robert Zander, Quinley Family, Rita 

Eddins,  Ed & Joan Poole, Connie Robbins, Rita 

Neal, Carol Kemple, Barbara, Donna Bonds, Jim Partridge, Mary Glisson Benson, Rodney 

Varella, Lourene Plunkett Collins, Kevin Mohr, Mike Senna, Christen Blythe, Alexandra, Fleury 

and Dayna, Matthew Stowers, Ken & Jerri Arsenault, James Rinker, Meagan Smeaton (aka Ms. 

Sweet), Pat Phillips & Family, Ekaterina Bykova, Alecia Bryla, John Adkins, Lil Johnson, Russ 

McKinney, Carolyn Stevens, Carol Wallace, Anthony, Marvin and Family, Ava Long, Janet 

Hayes, Bill Lewis, Jennifer Theurer, Ray Bandy, Anne, Lynn & Niece, Melinda, Marge Shultz, 

Michael Jackson, Carlye Ellison, Evelyn, Brenda Mauk, Don Aycock, Ed Hayes, Brenda, Pam 

Caster, Karen, Habel, TS, Joey Scott, Joan, Harold Wood, Dylan Williams, Sid & Carolyn Sewell, 

Jean, Danielle Hinson, Mo Moore, Pat Rabb, Myra, Millicent Sirch, Wayne Moore, Ruth Wall, 

Timmy Jerrell, Nancy’s mom, Mary Lee, Gary Koontz, Dick Burke, Shawn & Melissa, Rrene 

Hewett, Steve & Anne Poole, Rhonda Hyler, Dottie & George Lane, Ray Kerbs, Patricia, Paul, 

Allison, Dyna King, Hayden, Betty Turnage, Gloria Hess, Ray Patterson 

  

 

 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 
 

ONLINE:  OPPC’s membership directory is available online:  However, in order 
to protect the personal information of our members, this document is 
available with a password.  If you are a member of OPPC and would like to 
have access to the online directory, please call Pam at 264-0536 or send an 
e-mail to pam@oppresby.com and the passcode and instructions to access 
the document will be provided. 
 
HARD COPY:  If you are a member of OPPC and would like a hard copy of 
OPPC’s membership directory, please call Pam at 264-0536, or e-mail 
pam@oppresby.com.  You may pick it up in the office or it can be e-mailed or 
it can be sent via US mail. 
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