
W E L C O M E  T O  W O R S H I P  

Orange Park Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, October 4, 2026 • Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

    

 Prelude “Let Us Break Bread” Callahan 

    

 Welcome and Announcements   

    

 Call to Worship (Responsive)   

 Leader:  The God who frees us invites us to worship. The God of law welcomes our loyal 

response. 

 People: The heavens are telling the glory of God. The firmament proclaims God’s 

handiwork. 

 Leader: God is present with us, eager to speak to us. Our Creator is here to test us and 

to keep us from sin. 

 People: The law of God is perfect, reviving the soul. God’s decrees are sure, 

making wise the simple. 

 All: The law of God is perfect, reviving the soul. May our awe before God be 

pure and enduring. 

    

 Opening Prayer    

    

* Hymn (#515)  “I Come with Joy” Lovelace 

    

CELEBRATING GOD’S GRACE 

    

 Call to Confession    

    

 Confession of Sin (Unison) 

 Almighty God, you brought us out of the houses of bondage and planted us like a 

choice vineyard. You fenced us in with your commandments and trusted us to tend 

your creation with justice and mercy. We confess that we have not yielded the 

fruits of your kingdom. We have broken your law, bowing down to idols of our own 

making and failing to love our neighbors as ourselves. Forgive us, merciful God. 

Cleanse us of our selfishness and restore our hearts. Help us to build our lives upon 

Christ, the chief cornerstone, so that we might bear fruit worthy of your kingdom. 

(Moment of silent confession.) Amen. 

*  Stand if able  

    



 Declaration of Forgiveness   

    

 The Peace of Christ   

    

* Hymn (#434)  “Restore in Us, O God” Hopson 

 Restore in us, O God, the splendor of your love;  

renew your image in our hearts, and all our sins remove. 

Three-personed God, fulfill the promise of your grace,  

that we, when all our searching ends, may see you face to face. 

    

THE PROCLAIMING OF GOD’S WORD 

    

 Faith Sharing With Children   

    

 Prayer for Illumination   

    

 First Reading  Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

    

* Hymn (#61)  “Your Law, O Lord, Is Perfect” Vulpius 

    

 Second Reading  Matthew 21:33-46 

    

 Sermon  Rev. James Kendrick 

    

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

    

* Affirmation of Faith (Unison)   

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ 

his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended 

into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come 

to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy catholic 

Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the 

body, And the Life everlasting. Amen. (Apostles’ Creed) 

    

* Gloria Patri (#581)  “Glory Be to the Father”  

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen. 

    



    

    

 Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

    

 Invitation to Offering   

    

 Offertory “As the Deer” Wagner 

    

* Doxology (#606)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise *him, all creatures here below; 

Praise *him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

[* or “God”] 

    

 Prayer of Dedication   

    

 Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper   

 Leader: The Lord be with you. 

 People: And also with you. 

 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

 People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

    

 Prayer of Commitment (Unison)   

 Eternal God, we give you thanks for meeting us at this table and feeding us with 

your grace. Having received the bread of life and the cup of salvation, strengthen 

us to become what we have received: the body of Christ for the world. Send us out 

with grateful hearts, courageous spirits, and lives shaped by your love, until all 

creation is gathered into the flourishing and fullness of your peace. Amen. 

    

SENT TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD 

    
* Hymn (#744)  “Arise, Your Light Is Come!” Walter 
 

   
* Charge & Benediction    
 

   
* Postlude  “Allegro Vivace” Handel 

 

 



Orange Park Presbyterian Church 

1905 Park Ave. 

Orange Park, FL 32073 

904-264-0536 

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

Then God spoke all these words, "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. 

"You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above 

or that is on the earth beneath or that is in the water under the earth. 

"You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit 

anyone who misuses his name. 

"Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 

"Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD 

your God is giving you. "You shall not murder. "You shall not commit adultery. "You shall not 

steal. 

"You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

"You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, male or 

female slave, ox, donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor." 

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the 

mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance and said to Moses, 

"You speak to us, and we will listen, but do not let God speak to us, lest we die." Moses said to 

the people, "Do not be afraid, for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon 

you so that you do not sin." 

 

Matthew 21:33-46 

"Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around 

it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away. 

When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the 

tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 

Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. Then he 

sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' But when the tenants saw the son, they 

said to themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.' 

So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the 

vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" They said to him, "He will put those wretches 

to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at 

the harvest time." 

Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures: 'The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in our eyes'? 

"Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 

produces its fruits. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush 

anyone on whom it falls." 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking 

about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him 

as a prophet. 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY CORNER 

 

WELCOME AND MEMBERSHIP: Welcome to worship at Orange Park Presbyterian Church! There are 

Connect Cards in the pews for visitor information, communications, and prayer requests (once completed, place 

in the offering plate). If you would like to talk with Pastor James about becoming a follower of Jesus Christ or 

becoming a church member, please note that on the card, and he will reach out to answer your questions.  

 

GET CONNECTED:  If you would like to receive our weekly newsletter, please provide us with your e-mail 

address on a blue connect card or send an e-mail to pam@oppresby.com.  We would love to keep you current on 

what’s happening at OPPC. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH AND NURSERY: Children’s Church on Sunday mornings is for ages 4 through 13 

and takes place right after the children’s message. Our nursery is open upon request for the younger ones.  

 

BIBLE WHERE??? Our next gathering will be on Monday, October 5, at 6:30 p.m., at Mellow Mushroom in 

Fleming Island. This monthly event features food, fellowship, and discussion of a Bible lesson.  

 

DRIVE-THRU FOOD DONATIONS: On Tuesday, October 6, from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., we are accepting non-

perishable food donations for the Clay County Clothes Closet and Food Pantry.  

 

SEW & SEWS: The Sew & Sews will meet on Wednesday, October 7, at 1:00 pm in the Fellowship 

Hall. Questions?  Contact Bev Davis. 

 

CHOIR REHEARSAL: The next rehearsal will take place on October 7 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

CIRCLE MEETINGS: GRACE CIRCLE - Thursday, October 8, 11:45 a.m., in the Fellowship Hall. Moderator: 

Lynda Wiggins. HOPE CIRCLE - Tuesday, October 13, 10:30 a.m., in the office. Moderator: Betty Wengert.   

 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY: Today is World Communion Sunday when all of God’s people gather 

around the Table to celebrate the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The World Communion Special 

 

Worship Assistant: Bev Davis 

 

Ushers: Wayne and Cindy Ezell, John and Joanne Rose 

Deacon Greeter: Sherry Miller 

 

Last Sunday’s Attendance: 70 

 

Rev. James Kendrick, Pastor 

james@oppresby.com  

 

Vernon Humbert, Choir Director/Cellist 

Sonja Lewis, Organist  

Jo Plunkett, Pianist 

 

Orange Park Presbyterian Church 

1905 Park Avenue, Orange Park, Florida 32073 

(904)-264-0536, www.orangeparkpres.org 

 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

mailto:pam@oppresby.com
mailto:james@oppresby.com
http://www.orangeparkpres.org/


Offering of the PCUSA reflects the oneness of the church by supporting racial and gender justice, peacemaking 

efforts, global witness and interfaith relations.  Contributing to this special offering is a way Presbyterians show 

their love for God and help all God’s children live into the fullness of the prophet Micah’s words: “to do justice 

and love kindness.”  Use the special World Communion Offering envelopes for your contribution or note on your 

check payable to OPPC “World Communion Offering.”   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES: Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m., the Adult Forum meets in The Gathering Place, 

Room 3, using “Genesis” by AJ Levine (Debbie Pendry). Travelers’ Class meets in The Gathering Place, Room 

4, and using a video series “Who is This Man?” by John Ortberg. (Cathy Sanders). The Seekers meet in the church 

office library, using “New Wine; A Study of Transition in the Book of Acts” by J. Dwight Pentecost (Ricky 

Kirby). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


