WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Orange Park Presbyterian Church

Sunday, October 11, 2026 - Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

Prelude “Rejoice, the Lord is King” Darwall/Hayes
Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship (Responsive)

Leader: The Lord invites us into a grand celebration; a feast of grace prepared for all
people.

People: Yet how often we turn aside, distracted by the idols of our own making
and deaf to the call.

Leader:  Still, God's mercy seeks us out. Christ calls us by name, offering forgiveness,
healing, and a welcome at the table.

People: We come with all our flaws and heavy burdens, turning our hearts back
to the One who saves us.

All: Let us worship the living God, whose steadfast love endures forever!

Opening Prayer

* Hymn (#403) “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” Neander

CELEBRATING GOD’S GRACE

Call to Confession

Confession of Sin (Unison)

Almighty God, you call us again and again to seek your kingdom first, to do justice,
to love kindness, and to walk humbly with you. Still, we make our excuses and
justify in our own hearts why we go our own way. Lord, forgive our sin. Turn us
from our preoccupation with our own lives and turn us to your ways of grace,
mercy, love and service. May we heed your invitation to be part of your kingdom
and strive, through the power of your Holy Spirit, to live as faithful disciples of
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. (Moment of silent confession.) Amen.

* Stand if able



Declaration of Forgiveness
The Peace of Christ
* Hymn (#434) “Restore in Us, O God” Hopson
Restore in us, O God, the splendor of your love;
renew your image in our hearts, and all our sins remove.

Three-personed God, fulfill the promise of your grace,
that we, when all our searching ends, may see you face to face.

THE PROCLAIMING OF GOD’S WORD

Faith Sharing With Children

Prayer for Illumination

First Reading Exodus 32:1-14
* Hymn (#707) “Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord” Laufer
Second Reading Matthew 22:1-14
Sermon Rev. James Kendrick

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

* Affirmation of Faith (Unison)

We are certain that Jesus lives. He lives as God with us, touching all of human life
with the presence of God. He lives as one of us with God. Because he shares our
humanity and has bound us to himself in love, we have an advocate in the
innermost life of God. We declare that Jesus is Lord. His resurrection is a decisive
victory over the powers that deform and destroy human life. His lordship is
hidden. The world appears to be dominated by people and systems that do not
acknowledge his rule. But his lordship is real. It demands our loyalty and sets us
free from the fear of all lesser lords who threaten us. We maintain that ultimate
sovereignty now belongs to Jesus Christ in every sphere of life. Jesus is Lord. He
has been Lord from the beginning. He will be Lord at the end. Even now he is Lord.
(From A Declaration of Faith)



* Gloria Patri (#581) “Glory Be to the Father”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Invitation to Offering
Offertory “As the Deer”

* Doxology (#606) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise *him, all creatures here below;
Praise *him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
[* or “God"]

Prayer of Dedication

SENT TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD

* Hymn (#804) “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!” Messiter
* Charge & Benediction

* Postlude “When the Roll is Called Up Yonder” Black/Hayes

Exodus 32:1-14

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people
gathered around Aaron and said to him, "Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as
for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has
become of him."

Aaron said to them, "Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and
your daughters and bring them to me." So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears
and brought them to Aaron. He took these from them, formed them in a mold, and cast an
image of a calf, and they said, "These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the



land of Egypt!" When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it, and Aaron made a proclamation
and said, "Tomorrow shall be a festival to the LORD."

They rose early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being,
and the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to revel. The LORD said to Moses, "Go
down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted
perversely;

they have been quick to turn aside from the way that | commanded them; they have cast for
themselves an image of a calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, 'These are
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!"

The LORD said to Moses, "l have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone
so that my wrath may burn hot against them and | may consume them, and of you | will make a
great nation." But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, "O LORD, why does your wrath
burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and
with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, 'lt was with evil intent that he brought them
out to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth'? Turn from
your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to
them, 'l will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that | have
promised | will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever." And the LORD
changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

Matthew 22:1-14

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared
to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been
invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying,
'Tell those who have been invited: Look, | have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves
have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.' But they made
light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his
slaves, mistreated them, and killed them.

The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.
Then he said to his slaves, 'The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go
therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.' Those
slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad, so the
wedding hall was filled with guests. "But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a
man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in
here without a wedding robe?' And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants,
'Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.' For many are called, but few are chosen."

Orange Park Presbyterian Church (eRlay
1905 Park Avenue
Orange Park, FL 32073
904-264-0536



GATHERING

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 403
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In the first stanza “Zion” is not a general synonym for Jerusalem but a reference to the part of the city where
the Temple stood. It prepares the way for the interior temple of the heart in stanza two. The pre-existing tune

is by a prominent German Reformed hymnwriter.

TEXT: Benjamin Schmolck, 1732; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt.
MUSIC: Joachim Neander, 1680; harm. The Chorale Book for England, 1863, alt.

UNSER HERRSCHER
8.7.8.7.7.7



DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP

707 Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord
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1 Take thou our minds, dear Lord, we hum -bly  pray;
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2 Take thou our hearts, O Christ; they are thine own;
3 Take thou our wills, Most High! Hold thou full sway;
4 Take thou our - selves, O Lord, heart, mind, and will;
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give us the mind of Christ each pass-ing  day;
come thou with - in our souls and claim thy throne;
have in our in - most souls thy per - fect way;

through  our sur - ren - dered souls thy plans ful - fill.
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teach us to know the truth that sets us free;
help us to shed a - broad thy death-less love;
guard  thou each sa - cred hour from self - ish  ease;
We yield our - selves to thee: time, tal - ents, all;
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grant us in all our thoughts to hon - or  thee.
use us to make the earth like heaven a - bove.
guide thou our or - dered lives as thou dost please.
we hear, and hence - forth heed, thy sov-ereign call.
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This hymn began with the tune, which the composer hummed to the author with a request for a text that
would challenge the hearts and minds of young people. The text of the first three stanzas was written that
day, and the fourth stanza later emerged at a youth conference.

TEXT: William H. Foulkes, stanzas 1-3, 1918, stanza 4, ¢. 1920 HALL
MUSIC: Calvin Weiss Laufer, 1918 10.10.10.10



LIVING AND DYING IN CHRIST

804  Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!
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1 Re - joice, ye pure in heart! Re-joice, give thanks, and sing!
2 With voice as full andstrong as o - cean’s surg - ing praise,
3 Yes, on through life’s long path, still chant-ing as ye go,
4 At last the march shall end; the wea-ried ones shall rest;
5 Then on, ye pure in heart! Re -joice, give thanks, and sing!
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Your fes-tal ban-ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your King.
send forth the stur-dy hymns of old, the psalms of an - cient days.
from youth to age, by night and day, in glad-nessand in woe:
the pil - grims find their home at last, Je - ru - sa-lem the blest.
Your fes - tal ban-ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your King.
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Re - joice! Re - joice!

These stanzas are drawn from a much longer hymn created for the processional at an English choir festival
in 1865. The original text lacked the refrain that gives the hymn so much of its energy and interest. That
feature was added by the composer of this tune in 1883.

TEXT: Edward Hayes Plumptre, 1865 MARION
MUSIC: Arthur Henry Messiter, 1883 SM with refrain



Worship Assistant: Fran Higson

Ushers: Wayne and Cindy Ezell, Dave and Kathy Morrison, John and Joanne Rose
Deacon Greeter: Betty Wengert

Last Sunday’s Attendance: 73

ONLINE GIVING

Rev. James Kendrick, Pastor
james@oppresby.com

Vernon Humbert, Choir Director/Cellist
Sonja Lewis, Organist
Jo Plunkett, Pianist

Orange Park Presbyterian Church
1905 Park Avenue, Orange Park, Florida 32073
(904)-264-0536, www.orangeparkpres.org

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

COMMUNITY CORNER

WELCOME AND MEMBERSHIP: Welcome to worship at Orange Park Presbyterian Church! There are
Connect Cards in the pews for visitor information, communications, and prayer requests (once completed, place
in the offering plate). If you would like to talk with Pastor James about becoming a follower of Jesus Christ or
becoming a church member, please note that on the card, and he will reach out to answer your questions.

GET CONNECTED: If you would like to receive our weekly newsletter, please provide us with your e-mail
address on a blue connect card or send an e-mail to pam@oppresby.com. We would love to keep you current on
what’s happening at OPPC.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH AND NURSERY: Children’s Church on Sunday mornings is for ages 4 through 13
and takes place right after the children’s message. Our nursery is open upon request for the younger ones.

PLEDGE CARDS: We invite you to consider how God is leading you to respond. If you have not filled out a
paper pledge card or electronic form, there are pledge cards available on the back table in the Sanctuary. You may
deposit your pledge cards today in the wooden church receptacle also on the back table. Thank you for your
consideration

CIRCLE MEETINGS: HOPE CIRCLE - Tuesday, October 13, 10:30 a.m., in the office. Moderator: Betty
Wengert.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES: Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m., the Adult Forum meets in The Gathering Place,
Room 3, using The Present Word “Soul of a Nation” (Laura Wilson). Travelers’ Class meets in The Gathering
Place, Room 4, and using a video series “Who is This Man?” by John Ortberg. (Cathy Sanders). The Seekers
meet in the church office library, using “New Wine; A Study of Transition in the Book of Acts” by J. Dwight
Pentecost (Ricky Kirby).
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Reserve a Spot
Use this QR code to sign vp to
host a trunk or table!




