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And the Next Day Comes 

 

I join a chorus of thanks and praise when I remember the wonderful, careful 

efforts that you, the members and friends of OPPC, have performed and shown 

toward one another over these many months.  God is good, and God’s goodness 

allows us to stand together even when times are confusing.  As you know, the 

session is in constant prayer and conversation with our resident medical 

professionals concerning our mitigation procedures.  While we are not yet to the 

point where we can announce mask-wearing in worship being optional, some 

standards are being relaxed following new reported guidelines. 

 

1. Temperature Checks are discontinued.  As more people are vaccinated, the 

taking of temperatures is no longer an indication of possible COVID-19 

infection.  

 

2. The Balcony Is Open.  Roger Ebert would be proud.  Statler and Waldorf will 

again be in their glory.  Limited to 20 people. 

 

3. Contact Tracing Procedure: When you arrive at the sanctuary for worship, an 

usher with a clipboard will greet you and ask, “How are you feeling today?”  

Your name will be recorded and kept for 2 months.  Should anyone in 

attendance that day report COVID symptoms, the risk to others will be assessed 

and appropriate individuals will be contacted. 

 

Again, we thank you for continuing to wear masks and observe distance 

with those outside your regular contacts during worship.  We anticipate the day 

when masks will be optional.  Until then, the health professionals in our 

membership encourage getting the vaccine.  Please continue to pray for the health 

of the congregation, the community, and the nation. 

 

In other news: 

Serving as a full-time pastor and an Army Chaplain is a challenge.  Chaplains are 

warned (that is not too strong a word) when we begin this journey that serving in 

both capacities becomes increasingly more difficult.  My personal theological 

growth has taught me that offering thanks in a measure greater than the level of 

challenge, is an effective way to thrive during the difficult seasons.  I was recently 

promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel (O5), and I give all thanks to my family 

and to my church.  My family is strong and resilient, which allows me to completely 

focus on the ministry needs as they arise.  My church is faithful to their calling and 

to mine, which reduces stress and builds confidence in each new day.  Thank you 

for sharing both the burdens and the rewards of service to our Lord. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Lesson 

May 9, 2021 

Enabling the Spirit 

Focus Scripture Acts 10:44-48 
Adapted from Feasting on the Word, 2021 

By Deborah Pendry 

 

 Adults live and work today in a sharply divided society. Whether it is about politics or 

religion or some other issue, people seem to exist on one side or another of boundaries that are 

clearly delineated and not to be crossed. God’s beloved community stands in contrast to such an 

exclusionary stance. The lesson today will show us that the early church also struggled with this 

and how the Holy Spirit opened their minds and hearts. 

 

 Think of a time when you were excluded from something or by someone. This may be 

painful for you as it is for me, but it will help us to better understand those who feel excluded 

within our own community. 

 What were the reasons given to you for being excluded? 

 What were your feelings about the experience? 

 

Let’s take a look at how the Holy Spirit breaks into places of exclusion. 

Read the focus scripture in Acts 10:44-48. This is the concluding event in this narrative.  

For a full understanding of this passage, please read all of chapter 10 (it is short).  

 

 After Pentecost, the Apostles began spreading out from Jerusalem preaching and 

performing miracles. Chapter 10 tells of a particular instance where Peter was sent a dream by the 

Holy Spirit. In the dream many foods not previously allowed to Jews were shown as acceptable to 

eat. Cornelius, a powerful Roman Centurion, also receiveS a vision from the Holy Spirit in the 

form of an angel, telling him to send for Peter. Peter, prompted by the Spirit went with Cornelius’  

men to Caesarea to be a guest in Cornelius’ home. Read chapter 10:1-23 for the whole story. 

 

WHAT is important to know? — From “Exegetical Perspective,” A. Katherine Grieb  

Peter’s question—“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people, who have received 

the Holy Spirit just as we have?”—underlines the priority of God’s action and the subsequent 

response of the church. To restate the words spoken to Peter in his vision at Joppa, “what God has 

made clean,” the church must not call profane (10:15). The pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon 

Cornelius and his companions shows God’s acceptance of these Gentiles. They have received the 

gift of the Spirit (speaking in tongues and extolling God) “just as we have,” a clear reference back 

to the outpouring of the Spirit upon Jewish Christians at Pentecost. 

 

NOW WHAT is God’s word calling us to do?  

“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just 

as we have?” (v. 47). Peter echoes the question the Ethiopian eunuch asked Philip back in chapter 

8: “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” Those who heard that story 

could have shouted, “Everything prevents you! You’re a different race, you are from a far-off 



country, you are a sexual misfit, and you have had very little instruction.” In both stories, there 

were good reasons to withhold the water of baptism. Yet the Holy Spirit surprised Philip on a 

desert road and surprised Peter in Cornelius’s house. The Holy Spirit can be disruptive. (You can 

read the story of Philip in Acts 8:26-40.) 

 

 What do these excerpts say about exclusion? 

 What was the role of the Holy Spirit? 

 What does each say about Peter’s question in verse 47? 

 In the “Now What” excerpt, the writer cites some valid questions for preventing the  

baptism of the eunuch. What reasons might Peter have given for not baptizing? 

 

WHERE is God in these words? — From “Theological Perspective,” Noel Leo Erskine  

It is instructive that in Peter’s sermon in Cornelius’s house the Holy Spirit interrupts him again. It 

is as if the Holy Spirit seeks to remind the listeners that, as eloquent as Peter’s sermon was, what 

is crucial is not Peter’s perception of the gospel, but Peter allowing God to speak through and in 

spite of him. God was and is and must always be the subject of salvation. Peter was an instrument, 

not the source of salvation. The new revelation made possible by the inbreaking of the Holy One 

was clear. 

 

Look back over these three excerpts and think of adjectives to describe the characteristics and 

actions of the Holy Spirit. How did each of the main players (Peter and Cornelius) in this narrative 

act in response to the movement of the Spirit? 

 

SO WHAT does this mean for our lives? — From “Pastoral Perspective,” Jeffrey D. Peterson-

Davis 

 In this brief text we find exemplified the extravagance of the Holy Spirit and the wideness of 

God’s grace. This story demonstrates that the Spirit is not bound by the limitations that even 

faithful believers have. The Spirit is not only poured out on the Gentiles; it is given to the Jewish 

Christians, enabling them to see with new eyes and capture a new vision of the kingdom of God. 

This is an important text for the church today. Not only do the wounds of exclusion run deep in 

our culture and in the church; the realities of uncrossed boundaries still exist. 

 What are some of the wounds of exclusion in our culture and some uncrossed boundaries? 

 Which of these are critical for the church today to address? 

 

There are many reasons people are excluded from a group or community. We can easily identify 

the large issues. But what about the more personal ones——being poor, not having nice clothes, 

being homeless or just being a little different? 

 Can we be more inclusive? 

 What might our congregation do to make ourselves more open to the movement of the 

Spirit? 

 

Come, Holy Spirit. Make us instruments of breaking down barriers. Where we are impediments to 

inclusion, work in us to break down resistance. Amen. 
 

 

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU DOWN,  

ROLL OVER AND LOOK AT THE STARS! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have a need for minor repairs and general maintenance 
around your house, we have volunteers ready and willing to assist. 

Please contact: 
 

Vern Wickline 
4491 Tarragon Avenue 

Middleburg, Florida 32068 
904-364-6043 

vern.wickline@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REBEKAH CIRCLE will meet on Wednesday, May 12th, at 10:30 a.m. in the church office. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shoulder-to-Shoulder will resume meeting every Wednesday morning at 8:00 a.m. at the Country 

Cabin Restaurant on Blanding Boulevard.  All are welcome and encouraged to attend.  We enjoy 

fellowship, breakfast, a Bible lesson from “These Days”, a daily devotional.  Copies are available 

to any who might attend.  If you would like additional information, please feel free to contact Dick 

Mueller at 904-728-3841 or RMueller@evergreenjax.com. 
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SCHOOL NURSE APPRECIATION 
 

May 6th is Nurse Appreciation Day for 2021; 

nurses are often celebrated the full week - May 

6th -12th.  We are showing appreciation to some 

nurses who don’t receive much recognition, the 

school nurses in our Clay County public 

schools!  These cute bags in the photo were 

designed and created by Bev Davis.  When she 

found this unusual fabric, she made what she 

calls a “snappy bag” (because they snap open 

and closed) for her nurse daughter.  When the 

Missions Team asked her if she had any ideas for 

making an appreciation gift for nurses, she had the perfect response ready.  It was truly a God-

inspired moment!   Bev made 42 snappy bags, one for each school.  A group of volunteers from 

the Life Group led by Jayne Donalson addressed and stuffed the envelopes.  A card expressing 

appreciation from OPPC and a Starbucks gift card were included in the snappy bags.  Thanks to 

everyone who helped us show appreciation to the school nurses! 

 

 

 

PENTECOST OFFERING 
 

Pentecost is May 23rd and the time we give to the PC(USA) Special 

Pentecost Offering.  One of the four special offerings of our 

denomination, the Pentecost Offering unites us in a church-wide 

effort to support young people in Christ and inspire them to share 

their faith, ideas, and unique gifts with the church and the world.  

OPPC can retain 40% of all you donate to the Pentecost Offering, 

allowing us to select how we are called to support at-risk young 

people.  This year our 40% will be donated to create a camp 

experience for refugee and/or at-risk young people at Montgomery 

Camp & Conference Center.  The remaining 60% will be sent to the Presbyterian Mission Agency.  

Watch for more information about the Pentecost Offering and about how we are partnering with 

Montgomery Camp & Conference Center.   



MISSION OPPORTUNITY 

 
We are looking for a few people willing to regularly write notes of encouragement to be given to 

women who working in commercial sex jobs.  You can choose to write as few as one a month or 

as many as you feel called to create.  The cards will be collected monthly and a team of women 

from The DEMP* Project will take them to dancers attending Bible studies conducted in various 

clubs.  This is a great way to do missional work from your home!  You never know what impact 

your words of encouragement might have on changing a life.  Contact the church office to 

volunteer or see a member of the Missions Team if you have questions.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The monthly Drive-Thru Donation time on the first Tuesday of every month is a wonderful time 

to socialize with other church family members.  In May we again filled the car with food for the 

Clothes Closet and Food Pantry and also gathered items to give to the women’s Bible study in the 

adult clubs.  Best of all, we shared news about each other and expressed our love for one 

another.  Come join the fun on June 1st! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRIVE-THRU 

Donation 
DROP-OFF 

TWO CENTS A MEAL AKA CENTS-

ABILITY) CANS can once again be 

brought to worship or to the church office. 

You can also send a check to the office, if 

that is more convenient for you. The money 

collected is used for the Jamaica Mutual 

Mission trip expenses.  



Rita Eddins, Bill Phillips, Leon England, Russ, Ed & 

Joan Poole, Wickline & Holder Families, Connie 

Robbins, Rita Neal, Carol Kemple, Barbara, Donna 

Bonds, Bev Davis, Jim Partridge, Mary Glisson 

Benson, Wengert’s acquaintance’s husband, Rodney 

Varella, Jack & Doris Welkenbach, Fran Higson, 

Family of Trey Cotton, Weingartner Family, Lourene 

Plunkett Collins, The Maierhoffer Family, Jayne 

Donalson, Kevin Mohr, Mike Senna, Kathy 

Morrison, Cannon Johnson & Family, Christen 

Blythe, Alexandra, Fleury and Dayna, Matthew 

Stowers, Ken & Jerri Arsenault, James Rinker, 

Meagan Smeaton (aka Ms. Sweet), Pat Phillips & 

Family, Ekaterina Bykova, Alecia Bryla, John Adkins, Lil Johnson, Catherine Nadeau, Russ 

McKinney, Ron Yrabedra, Katy Johnson, Carolyn Stevens, Carol Wallace, Anthony, Marvin and 

Family, Ava Long, Janet Hayes, Bill Lewis, Janet Hayes, Jennifer Theurer, Ray Bandy, Anne, 

Maureen Chrul, Lynn & Niece, Sharon Goodroe, Susan Hurst, Ann Marie, Brian Jackson, Bonnie 

Gorman, Mike Tomasso, Ben, Lily, Kathy Daly, Sherry, Baxley, Rosalie Johnson, World suffering 

due to Coronavirus, Marcia Gross, Leon England, Tina, Foster, Christine, Linda Coday, Harald & 

Ingeborg Steinbrecher, Tom, Darlene Davenport, Kash, Rachel Magnaso, Kevin Grandstaff, Linda 

Crimm, Sean Hritz, Melinda, Marge Shultz, Michael Jackson, Carlye Ellison, Evelyn, Brenda 

Mauk, Don Aycock, Ed Hayes, Brenda, Pam Caster, Karen, Habel, TS, Joey Scott, Joan, Harold 

Wood, Dylan Williams, Sid & Carolyn Sewell, Jean, Danielle Hinson, Mo Moore, Pat Rabb, Myra, 

Millicent Sirch, Wayne Moore, Ruth Wall, Timmy Jerrell, Nancy’s mom, Mary Lee, Gary Koontz, 

Dick Burke, Shawn & Melissa, Rrene Hewett, Steve & Anne Poole, Rhonda Hyler, Dottie & 

George Lane, Ray Kerbs, Patricia, Paul, Allison, Dyna King, Hayden, Betty Turnage, Gloria Hess, 

Ray Patterson 

 

 

 


