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Have you memorized a Psalm recently?  Here’s a short, theologically rich one: 
 

Psalm 133 

How very good and pleasant it is  

when kindred live together in unity. 

It is like the precious oil on the head, 

running down upon the beard,  

on the beard of Aaron,  

running down over the collar of his robes. 

It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion. 

For there the Lord ordained his blessing, life for evermore. 

 

Are you getting tired of all this talk of unity?  I know the answer is “yes,” and I also 

know that “unity” unfortunately is tied so closely to politics that, at least for the near 

future, we will remain mired in the muck. (Cf. Psalm 40) 
 

In the same vein as my encouragement for the Church of Jesus Christ to cease joining 

in the mockery of Kumbaya, I dare say that the Church needs to take the lead on 

reclaiming the beauty of unity.   
 

Look at the comparison made by the Psalmist.  “Kindred in unity” is compared to 

anointing (oil) and to the appearance of dew in the crisp morning- both actions of 

God alone, according to God’s compassion and faithfulness.  The psalmist is under 

no illusion that everyone is in agreement.  On the contrary, this is a power and a 

benefit immeasurably greater than human agreement.   
 

Earlier today, I wrote this for a memorial message I am preparing: “One 

way…perhaps the most important way we know we are held in the embrace of a true 

community is that we trust that others want what is best for us.”  For those who read 

these words and bristled, be reminded that unity begins with God’s activity on us. 

(for more, see John 20:19-31) 

 
 

Grace and peace to you and to all. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Lesson 

The Transforming Power of 

The Resurrection  

Focus Scripture. Acts 4:32-35 

April 11, 2021 
Adapted from Feasting on the Word, Spring 2021 

By Deborah Pendry 

 

Christ is risen!   

 Christ is risen indeed! 

 

What does our congregation do that draws people together? As you think on this, read and meditate 

on Psalm 133:1-3. 

 Each gospel and Acts 1 tell us about the happenings after Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Jesus promises the gift of the Holy Spirit before His Ascension. Acts 1:12-14 tells us what 

happened while the disciples waited. What do you think they were praying?  

  Holy God, I pray that…………….  Fill in the blank. 

 Today’s focus scripture relates what happened to those first converts after the gift of the 

spirit at Pentecost. Read the description of this first Christian community in Acts 4:32-35. 

 

WHAT is important to know? — From “Exegetical Perspective,” Samuel E. Balentine  

There is the stress of earning a living, now made acute by the addition to Jerusalem’s population 

of persons from “every nation under heaven,” including “both Jews and proselytes” (2:5, 10). Acts 

4:32–35, along with 2:42–47 and 6:1–7, provides insight into how the church responded to this 

economic challenge by describing its practice of sharing possessions so that “there was not a needy 

person among them” (4:34). These three texts as “acts of the apostles” suggest the church’s mission 

“in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth” is rooted in and grows out of the fundamental 

imperative to care for one another. 

Read Acts 2:42-47 and Acts 6:1-7. 

 How did the early Christian community respond to economic challenges? 

Look at the different roles in the community. There were Apostles, other followers, women, 

widows, wealthy persons, and others.  

What are the challenges each group will need to face as they witness for Christ both inside 

their community and to the outside world? 

 What unites this community? 

 

WHERE is God in these words? — From “Theological Perspective,” Alan G. Padgett  

In the Nicene Creed we confess belief in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church. Luke lays out 

some similar theological values for the Christian community. There is little doubt that our author 

paints a rather idyllic scene, but there is some grounding in historical reality. Luke notes that the 

small community is unified: “one heart and soul.” This ideal of unity is not of the bureaucratic 

kind, but of purpose, mission, and values. The power of the Holy Spirit and the powerful witness 

of the resurrection of our Lord gave them a unity that was part of their mission and witness to the 

world (v. 33). 

 What did it mean for the early church to be unified “one heart and soul”? 



 What was the source of that unity? 

 

If you have a copy of the Niceness Creed, read through it. 

 Does the resurrection of Jesus still have the power to transform? 

NOW WHAT is God’s word calling us to do? — From “Homiletical Perspective,” George 

Bryant Wirth  

We are in a time of painful transitions and harmful divisions among congregations and 

denominations, within our country, and between the United States and other nations. As Christians 

who claim Jesus as Lord and Savior, we cannot allow our behavior to contradict his call and 

command to be “peacemakers” (Matt. 5:9) and to “love one another, just as I have loved you” 

(John 13:34). The clear and compelling message to share about unity in the midst of diversity is 

that the Lord calls us in humility to confess our sins, and to identify and reconcile ourselves not 

only with other Christians, but also with all of God’s human family on earth. 

 

Examining Unity and Universality 

The community of people who are the body of Christ are united in faith, hope, love, worship, and 

service. Closely related to the idea of the church’s unity is its catholicity—its universality. The 

church is catholic in that it unites in faith and life Christians in all times and places; of all races, 

classes, languages, cultures, nationalities; in all kinds of political, economic, and social situations. 

That is what Christians confess. But that is not what either non-Christians or Christians themselves 

actually see. What everyone sees is not the church but many churches. The splintering of the church 

into many churches screams that the church is not one, not catholic (and therefore not holy either). 

Respond to the following. 

What then can we do about this glaring contradiction? If we want the Spirit’s community-building 

power among us, 

. . . we can give up all attempts to justify, excuse, or explain away the scandal of the church’s 

contradictory disunity and brokenness. We can acknowledge the sinfulness of the wrangling 

within and the divisions among churches and denominations. 

1. Over what issues are you personally guilty of wrangling with others in the church with whom 

you disagree? Complete the following: I confess that I contribute to the brokenness of the church 

by . . . 

. . . we can examine ourselves before we criticize the faith and life of other denominations 

and groups within our own denominations. 

2. What separates me from those with whom I disagree on this issue? In what ways have I made 

the effort to open myself to other individuals who see it very differently? 

. . . we will be open to talk and listen to other denominations and groups within our 

denomination. 

3. What opportunities do you know of in your congregation or denomination for groups and 

individuals with whom we disagree on an issue to speak for themselves so that we can know more 

about their version of Christian faith and life? If there are not forums for discussion, why not? 

. . . we will recognize that unity does not mean uniformity. 

4. What are the limits to a diverse understanding on any issue on which we disagree? On what 

grounds would you decide that a viewpoint really does not belong in the church—not because we 

have excluded them but because they have excluded themselves? 

 

—Excerpted and adapted from Christian Doctrine, Revised Edition by Shirley C. Guthrie 

(Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1994), 358–359. 

 

Holy God, stir us to witness to the power of your transforming love, made evident in the 

resurrection and still at work today, Amen. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have a need for minor repairs and general maintenance around your house, 
we have volunteers ready and willing to assist.  Please contact:   
 

Vern Wickline 
4491 Tarragon Avenue 

Middleburg, Florida 32068 
904-364-6043 

vern.wickline@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REBEKAH CIRCLE will meet on Wednesday, April 14th, at 10:30 a.m. in the church office. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SHOULDER-T0-SHOULDER 
 

Shoulder-to-Shoulder will resume meeting every Wednesday morning at 8:00 a.m. at the Country 

Cabin Restaurant on Blanding Boulevard.  All are welcome and encouraged to attend.  We enjoy 

fellowship, breakfast, a Bible lesson from “These Days”, a daily devotional.  Copies are available 

to any who might attend.  If you would like additional information, please feel free to contact Dick 

Mueller at 904-728-3841 or RMueller@evergreenjax.com. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“As Christians, we have no reason to 
lack hope.  Christ has shown the 
trustworthiness of God and of His 
Word.” 

Chuck Colson 

mailto:vern.wickline@gmail.com
mailto:RMueller@evergreenjax.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

From Melissa and Kingsley Johnson in Cyprus: 

 

Dear Partners, 

 

2021 has started off a bit slow with Cyprus being in what seems a never-ending lockdown cycle 

since January due to COVID. Our daily allowance for leaving our home is two times. Each time 

is limited to 3 hours or less. Our children are home attending school online. Still we are committed 

to do whatever we can to minister to those around us by sharing the love of Jesus, making disciples 

and helping those in need.  Last week we were able to see God's faithfulness shine through this 

dark time. Three new baptisms! This is just the beginning. There are several others that have made 

the decision to follow Christ and we will be baptizing them soon! We have also connected with so 

many vulnerable groups of asylum seekers in our area. Melissa is teaching English and Greek to 

some of the ladies, we've brought food, medicine and other needed items, and most importantly 

we have sat and listened to their stories, prayed and shared Jesus. We plan to do more once our 

movement restrictions have been relaxed. We appreciate your prayers for us. We pray that God is 

blessing you and your households abundantly with peace, health and provision for every need!     

 

 

From Pam in Turkey: 

 

I wonder how you are doing. As covid restrictions have been extended, I have found that morning 

runs and walks along the sea are important for keeping me “healthy”. Turkey went back into partial 

lockdown in November, meaning schools were fully closed again, restaurants were only open for 

take out, and weekends everyone had to stay at home. Three weeks ago things opened up a bit, but 

the university is still online, and masks are mandatory in public. … Sundays are in lockdown so 

we all still watch services online. Interestingly each week there are about 600 people viewing the 

services via social media. This is true of churches across Turkey, many new people are viewing 

which is one surprise that has come out of the Covid situation. … It seems we will be able to hold 

a large Easter service outside, plans are going ahead for church members to invite family members 

and friends. Please pray for God to touch the hearts of guests as the message of Christ’s death and 

resurrection is proclaimed. I am thankful for you and wish you renewed hope as we reflect on the 

resurrection of our Lord. 
 

 

 

UPDATES FROM OUR MISSIONARIES 



Don’t forget, this month we are collecting 

pet food (dog and cat) to donate for people 

who are struggling financially to feed their 

much beloved pets and for Safe Animal 

Shelter of Clay County when they must find 

new homes. The donated pet food will be 

distributed to Quigley House (who allows 

pets at the domestic abuse shelter), Clothes 

Closet of Orange Park (to include in food 

pantry) as well as Safe Animal Shelter.  

FINAL DONATION:  Bring to the Pet Blessing on Saturday, April 10 or to the Sanctuary on 

Sunday, April 11 and leave in the Narthex before worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

We first met Esther Furaha when OPPC became “friendship 

partners” to her parents who came to the U.S.A. as refugees from a 

camp in Uganda.  She was three years of age then.  You may 

remember she has sung twice at OPPC, most recently during Advent 

in 2019.  During the pandemic Esther fell in love with ballet as she 

imitated dancers she found on YouTube.  She asked for help getting 

some ballet lessons, and we enrolled her in a dance program through 

Kim’s Open Door.  In May Esther, now 9 years of age, will perform 

in her first recital.  It is exciting to watch this young lady grow with 

each new opportunity she is given! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Springtime and Easter are great times to buy gifts for your loved ones, spring colored housewares 

or décor to spruce up your home from the popular Easter collection at Serrv, the organization that 

fights global poverty through fair and ethical trade.  Serrv empowers small-scale global artisans 

and farmers through long-term trading partnerships.  The livelihoods of these artisans and farmers 

have been jeopardized by the pandemic and resulting lack of tourism and economic slow-down.  

There is no government support for most of these villagers.  But through your purchases, Serrv 

can help build sustainable employment, resources, rights and a vision of hope in impoverished 

communities around the world.   

 

Buying through our custom link  www.serrv.org?a=OPPC2019  will earn OPPC 20% of your 

purchase.  Our custom web link must be used before check out; look for the orange banner 

confirming a portion of your purchase will come to OPPC.  The promo code must be entered at 

the time of the order and cannot be applied after the order is submitted.  Select “Free ground 

shipping” as the ship method during check out.  

http://www.serrv.org/?a=OPPC2019


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
MARK & CHERYL POOLE:  In the past year, Cheryl and 
Mark have remained diligent about staying out of 
public.  They did enjoy a weekend with daughter Meg 
and son-in-law Cal at the Biltmore.  Although, Cheryl 
spent much of the trip in a wheelchair because she 
sprained her ankle, everyone enjoyed the off-road 
Land Rover, wine tasting, and estate touring.  Cheryl 
spends considerable time caring for her mother, who 
lives next door.  She participates in an online 
Bible/book club with Erica, Anne and Katie McIntyre.  
Last year Mark was helping to ready the Dental Bus to 
ship to Jamaica from our Presbytery.  They have an 
exciting outing planned for their 40th wedding 
anniversary: a sailing trip with friends.  Interesting 
irony:  all 3 of their adult children are living in cities 
that begin with an “A”:  Erica is stationed at Atsugi 

Naval Air Facility, Japan; Zach is stationed in Augusta, GA; and Megan is serving at a 
church in Ashville, NC 

 
 
 
 
ARLEEN UDVARNOKI:  Arleen has kept busy by walking 
around the mall and grocery shopping at Publix and 
she likes to play word games. She stays in touch with 
her 3 children. She has a son here in Jacksonville area. 
He comes to church with Arleen and helps her take 
care of her beautiful yard.  Her youngest son lives in 
Colorado.  She was excited to have a visit recently from 
her daughter, who lives in PA.  Prior to the pandemic 
Arlene volunteered for hospice and the Orange Park 
Medical Center.  She is looking forward to going back 
to activities as soon as it is allowed.  She has had both 
vaccines. She misses everyone at church and is 
looking forward to seeing our beloved members as 
soon as it is safe.  
 
 

 

 

 

. 
 



Family of Trey Cotton, Weingartner Family, Lourene 

Plunkett Collins, The Maierhoffer Family, Jayne 

Donalson, Leslie & Kenny Holder, Kevin Mohr, 

Mike Senna, Lauren & Seth Studer, Kathy Morrison, 

Emily Sobolewski, Cannon Johnson & Family, Ed & 

Joan Poole, Christen Blythe, Alexandra, Fleury and 

Dayna, Matthew Stowers, Ken & Jerri Arsenault, 

James Rinker, Meagan Smeaton (aka Ms. Sweet), Pat 

Phillips & Family, Bill Phillips & Family, Ekaterina 

Bykova, Alecia Bryla, John Adkins, Lil Johnson, 

Uncle Glen’s Family, Barbara, Catherine Nadeau, 

Russ McKinney, Ron Yrabedra, Katy Johnson, 

Carolyn Stevens, Carol Wallace, Anthony, Marvin 

and Family, Rod Varella, Ava Long, Janet Hayes, Bill Lewis, Janet Hayes, Jennifer Theurer, Ray 

Bandy, Anne, Maureen Chrul, Lynn & Niece, Sharon Goodroe, Susan Hurst, Ann Marie, Brian 

Jackson, Bonnie Gorman, Jack & Doris Welkenbach, Mike Tomasso, Ben, Lily, Kathy Daly, 

Sherry, Baxley, Rosalie Johnson, World suffering due to Coronavirus, Marcia Gross, Leon 

England, Tina, Foster, Christine, Linda Coday, Harald & Ingeborg Steinbrecher, Tom, Darlene 

Davenport, Kash, Rachel Magnaso, Kevin Grandstaff, Linda Crimm, Sean Hritz, Melinda, Marge 

Shultz, Michael Jackson, Carlye Ellison, Evelyn, Brenda Mauk, Don Aycock, Ed Hayes, Brenda, 

Pam Caster, Karen, Habel, TS, Joey Scott, Joan, Rita Eddins, Harold Wood, Dylan Williams, Sid 

& Carolyn Sewell, Jean, Danielle Hinson, Mo Moore, Pat Rabb, Myra, Millicent Sirch, Wayne 

Moore, Ruth Wall, Timmy Jerrell, Nancy’s mom, Mary Lee, Gary Koontz, Dick Burke, Shawn & 

Melissa, Rrene Hewett, Steve & Anne Poole, Rhonda Hyler, Dottie & George Lane, Ray Kerbs, 

Patricia, Paul, Allison, Dyna King, Hayden, Betty Turnage, Gloria Hess, Ray Patterson 

 

 

 


