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Who is your teacher? Notice that I asked

this question in the present tense. Surely,

we remember some of our schoolteachers.

When I think of my elementary Lutheran

school days, I think of names like Jalbing,

Platt, Kern, Grulke, and Rehmer. When I

think of high school, I think of names like

Furno, Kern, Blankenship, Fahl, and

Peterson. When I think of Seminary

teachers, I think of Prues, Scaer, Weinrich,

Schulz, and Degner. How about you? When

I mention the word teacher, who comes to

mind? Which of your teachers in the past

contributed significantly to your education,

personal development and formation? We

thank the Lord for those men and women

who gave of themselves, their talents and

their time that we might be better people.

Let me return to the first question, who is

your teacher? If you are an adult, past

formal classroom education, you may not

think in these terms anymore. Maybe on

the job or in some area of your life, you

think of a mentor, a coach, a team leader,

or a supervisor. No matter how old or

accomplished you are, there are still things

to learn. It is never too late or unnecessary

to have a teacher.

Psalm 86 tells us where we should find our

teacher. David writes, Teach me your way,

O Lord. David, the king of all Israel, prayed

that the Lord would teach him. He

recognized his need to learn and the

Source of true wisdom. He desired to walk

in the truth of God's Word. He wanted his

character to be formed and his life to be

guided by God. He says, unite my

heart to fear your name. A united

heart is one that is focused and

directed to the Lord. It is loyal and

faithful to God and His Word.

David understood that to fear God

was the beginning of wisdom. For

him, to be the king and leader, the

husband and father, the example

and mentor for his people, he

would need to be taught by the

Lord.

Should it be any different for us?

The Lord desires to be our

Teacher. He would have us walk in

His truth and fear His name. I

know that is what you want as

well. So, how does this happen?

How can the Lord be our Teacher?

The Word! The Lord teaches us

with His Word. He forms our

character and directs our lives by

His Holy Spirit who works in and

through the Word. Get involved in

a Bible study. Take notes during

the sermons. Open your Bible and

read at home. Read your Portals

of Prayer daily. Buy a good

theological book and track down

your Catechism. Let's do this

together. I'm on board; how about

you?

Teach me your way, O Lord, that I

may walk in your truth!

Teach me your way, O Lord,

that I may walk in your truth;

unite my heart to fear your name.

Ps. 86:11
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MEMORIALS

The following have made a gift to Trinity Lutheran or School

In memory of Gertrude Patzkowsky:

Shirley Truhn

Bob & Patricia Hauch

Paulette Nitz

Ken Patzkowsky

In memory of Allen Trulove:

Jerry Grajauski

In memory of Walter Gresens:

Norma Truhn

Steven & Lori Burchinger

Richard Hackbarth

Shirley Truhn

In memory of Reinhard Lippert:

Alton & Millie Wendzel

In memory of JoAnne Hackbarth:

Erika Mauerman

In memory of Paul Granigan:

Mark & Sally Matzke

In memory of Joyce Rudowske:

Mark & Sally Matzke

In memory of Ed Siemans:

Mark & Sally Matzke

In memory of Ruth Butz:

Gerry & Jean Christensen

In memory of Shelly Shuler:

Steve & Mary Shuler

THURSDAY MORNING ADULT

BIBLE STUDY

This group has been meeting for almost 50 years,

and has always had a wonderful attendance of up to

50 people. But this year is a little different than in

the years past.

Unfortunately, this group will NOT be meeting, due to

the pandemic, and because the In-Person studies are

limited to less than 10 people. Pastor Tom Batsky will

reassess the possibility of the group meeting a little

later in the year, if the Governor lifts her restrictions.



Steve Cayo;

Gerhardt Doroh, WL;

Dorothy Duschek;

Dianne Fernan;

Gladys Grieger;

Ellie Grimm, WT;

Keene Evans, Battle Creek

Bob Humberg, CT;

Joan Jasper;

Elsie Jasper;

David Karsten;

Catherine Klug;

Shirley Krumrie, WT

Judy Lambrecht;

Dallas Miltibarger;

Dorothy Mutz; CT;

Linda Pedde;

Anna Pesko, WL;

Deanna Reschke; WL

Jean Roberts, WT;

Fern Schmaltz;

Elizabeth Schults, RM

Adele Schultz;

Lydia Sharpe;

Sharon Tescallo;

Martha Tilly

Edna Volkers, WT;

Jack Wagner; CP

Lillian Wendt, WT;

Dorothy Winters; Florida;

Diane Woodford;

Henry & Lydia Zacha;

Duane Ziemke, VA;

Tom & Joan Zonka

Please encourage our

homebound members

and others you may

know to watch Worship

for Shut-Ins, Sunday

mornings at 11:00 a.m.

on WHME-channel 46.

If you or someone you

know has become

homebound & would like

a Pastoral visit, please

call the Church Office at

(269) 983-5000.

Homebound Members

BG-Berrien General, CM-Country Manor Bridgman, CP-Crown Point, CT-Caretel,

GA-Golden Age, J-Jordan's, OG-Orchard Grove, PR-Pine Ridge; RM-Royalton Manor,

WL-Willows, WRR-Wild River Rest Buchanan, WT-Whitcomb Towers,

WTB-Woodland Terrace Bridgman, WW-West Woods Niles
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As the COVID 19 Pandemic continues to drag on, so does our stress during this trying

time. Our Stephen Ministers are currently providing care strictly through 'Telecare',

Telecare is care that is provided through phone calls, FaceTime, video chats, or other

electronic means. Please don't hesitate to reach out to Betty Perrone at (269) 470-0745

or (269) 983-5000 if you might be interested in getting connected with a Stephen

Minister you could talk with!

STEPHEN MINISTERS CARE FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE:

� In a Crisis

� The Family & Friends of People in Crisis

� Job Loss

� Grieving

� Health Issues

� Anxiety or Loneliness

(This is only a few examples of potential care-giving situations.)

Our Stephen Ministers are Here to Care!

Stephen Ministry is our congregation's one-to-one caregiving ministry. God works through Stephen Ministers to

plant a seed of hope and healing in a person whose life seems barren and forlorn because of some crisis or

tragedy. We are here to walk with you! We will pray for you and with you as these crises arise. We are trained to

be good listeners and never judgmental. Everything discussed with a Stephen Minister is held in strict confidence.

Reach out today to have a Stephen Minister connect with you!

Stephen Ministry

Prayer Partners

This school year will be different than

one we have ever experienced as a

staff. So this year we are looking for

congregation members that would be

willing to be Prayer Partners with

each of our staff. This would entail

praying for our staff members,

sending them encouraging words,

and just supporting them in small

ways. We have over 50 employees

and would like to see each of them

have a prayer partner, right now we

only have about 15 signed up. If you

would like to be a prayer partner

please email Melissa Graham at

melissa.graham@discovertrinity.org
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Life Development Classes for Fall 2020
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ADULT MINISTRY

ADULT SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDIES

To align with the Governor’s Executive Orders, all in-

person Bible Studies this fall will be small groups of

10 people or less, exercising appropriate social

distancing and face masks will be required. The

tables, chairs and common surfaces will be sanitized

before and after each group uses the space.

Participants are asked to bring their own Bibles, pens

and other materials. Contact the Church Office if this is

something you are interested in, and we will get you

connected to a Small Group. We ask you to sign up in

advance, to ensure your seat due the limited seats

available for each class.

SUNDAY

Gospel Readings of the Church Year – ZOOM ON-LINE BIBLE

STUDY (On-going and in progress)

In this study we will discuss the Gospel reading for the day. The

Gospel text carries the theme for the Sundays of the Church

Year. As we gather together, online via Zoom, we are ensconced

in the safety of our own home, yet able to see fellow

participates and engage in edifying discussion. A weekly

discussion handout will be mailed each week the participants.

LEADER: Pastor Michael Roth

ONLINE: (contact the church office for the Zoom login link)

TIME: Sundays, 9:15-10:15 a.m.

NUMBER OUR DAYS, Christian Time Management (Beginning

9/13/20) — SMALL GROUP STUDY (10 or less)

"Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart

of wisdom.” Psalm 90:12. If you do not have time to go to this

time management study, then you do not have time to not go

to this study! Work, Home, family, organizations, and even

church, so heavily demand our time. It should be no surprise

that people feel overwhelmed and under stress. They feel out of

control as if sinking in quicksand. In addition, we all have the

stress of the pandemic and a nation in turmoil. What we have

in this study of Christian Time Management is a new fresh

approach at how we look at time, ourselves, Christ, Scripture,

stress and guilt which should change our whole way of thinking

about time as applied to our lifetime.

LEADER: Tom Bird

LOCATION: Church Fellowship Hall

TIME: Sundays, 9:15-10:15 a.m.

SOJOURNING WITH CHRIST, a Study on I Peter (Beginning

9/13/20) — SMALL GROUP STUDY (10 or less)

The Christian church is having less and less of a voice in the

21st century. Our position as "cultural leader” is being

replaced by secular culture. Our beliefs are ignored, at best,

and ridiculed, at worst. What now? In his First Epistle, St.

Peter writes to a people in a situation not very different from

our own. They were followers of Christ who desperately

wanted to hang on to their Savior amidst persecution and

suffering. St. Peter comforts them and gives them divine

guidance on how to think, speak, and act in this world.

LEADER: Vicar Alvaro Witt Duarte

LOCATION: 2nd floor of School, Rm #205

TIME: Sundays, 9:15-10:15 a.m.

MONDAY

Life Light Bible Study "Prophecy” (Beginning 9/14/20) —

SMALL GROUP STUDY (10 or less)

This study is part of the Life Light Bible study series of in-

depth studies of Bible books. The goal of Life Light is that

through a regular program of in-depth personal and group

study of Scripture, more and more Christian adults may grow

in their personal faith in Jesus Christ. Prophecy examines Old

Testament promises and the fulfillment of those promises in

the New Testament, the School of Prophets, the end of the

world, and much more.

LEADER: Pastor Roth

LOCATION: Lighthouse Café

TIME: Mondays 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.

TUESDAY

Book Study on Martin Luther’s "Large Catechism” (Beginning

9/15/20) — SMALL GROUP STUDY (10 or less)

"What does this mean?” Perhaps the most Lutheran of all

questions. In The Small Catechism Luther teaches

fundamental truths of our Christian faith. In his Large

Catechism he dives a bit deeper. I invite you to follow Luther’s

example. "I must still read and study the catechism daily, and

yet I cannot master it as I wish, but must remain a child and

pupil of the catechism—and I also do so gladly.” Let us do

this together through the wit, wisdom, but above all, faith of

Martin Luther. The version we’ll use may be found on

Concordia Publishing House’s website. It comes with questions

to aid us in our learning. Be sure to order the Samuel Janzow

version.

https://www.cph.org/p-572-luthers-large-catechism.aspx

TIME: Tuesdays 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

ONLINE: (contact the church office for the Zoom login link)

LEADER: Vicar Alvaro Witt Duarte

Adult Instruction Class (Beginning 9/22/20)

Membership Class or Review of Christian Doctrine

This is a class that is designed for those who would like to

learn about the Christian faith from a Lutheran perspective. It

prepares people for membership in the Lutheran Church and

Trinity. It is a great way to get your questions answered in an

informal and non-threatening atmosphere. Childcare and all

the necessary materials are provided. The following topic will

be covered: God’s Word; God’s Grace; The Triune God; Jesus

Christ; The Holy Spirit; The Sacrament of Holy Baptism; The

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper ; Living the New Life of Faith;

Fulfilling the Great Commission and Living the Great

Commandment; Rejoicing in God’s Gift of Community;

Integrating into the Life of the Church.

Contact the church office to sign up.

TIME: Tuesdays 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

LOCATION: Ministry Center

LEADER: Pastor Roth

WEDNESDAY

Son-Risers Bible Study (Beginning 9/16/20)

Lutheran Spirituality – Prayer (Sharing our Faith) —

SMALL GROUP STUDY (10 or less)

Spirituality is a common term today, but what does it mean? To

find the right answer, Lutheran Spirituality directs adult Bible

study participants to God's Word. Lutheran Spirituality explores

the Bible, Luther's Small Catechism, and the Lutheran hymnal

as integral resources for living out our faith in a spiritually

confused--and confusing--world. In His Word, the Lord teaches

His believers to pray. It is through prayer, and His grace, that

we can approach His throne with our praise, confessions,

fears...everything! This study encourages participants to rejoice

in prayer as a great privilege, to follow the guidance of the

Holy Spirit as they pray, to approach God the Father in prayer

with faith in Jesus as their Intercessor, to join with the

congregation in praying for the world, and so much more.

Sessions include: Our Secret Vocation; The Intercession of

Jesus; The Gift of Prayer; Praying with Jesus; Complaining;

Congregational Prayer

TIME: Wednesdays 6:45 – 7:45 a.m.

LOCATION: Lighthouse Café

LEADER: Pastor Roth

“THE WIRED WORD” Starts 9/16 – SMALL GROUP STUDY (10

or less)

The Wired Word class uses questions and Scripture

considerations from current events, topics, and happenings in

the United States and around the world as a basis for adult,

intelligent and provocative discussions. Members of the class

are truly thinking about their beliefs and the Biblical

applications to their own day-to-day lives.

LEADER: Rich Hackbarth

LOCATION: Lighthouse Café

TIME 6:30-8 p.m.

All Bible Studies and Groups are dependent upon the State Guidelines.

Please call and verify as the dates get closer.
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Life Development Classes for Fall 2020

All Bible Studies and Groups are dependent upon the State Guidelines. Please call and verify as the dates get closer.

DAILY

"Jn831” Facebook Daily Study and Discussion

This is a daily, online devotional discussion in a Facebook

group. Jn831 is a reference to John 8:31 – Jesus said, "If you

abide in my word, you are truly my disciples.” Even when

meeting face to face is not possible, we can still read the Word

together and share some encouraging thoughts. Join the group

and participate as you are able.

LEADER: Pastor Michael Roth

LOCATION: Facebook Private Group

TIME: Available Daily, 5:00 a.m.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Jn831/

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY (Preschool through 6th Grade)

We have sent out a survey to the families to see what the

parents want for their children this year. . We need to know

whether families prefer In-Person or On-line for their children

this fall. If you haven’t received this emailed survey, please

contact Melissa Graham by email at Melissa.graham@

discovertrinity.org or call the Church Office at (269) 983-5000.

Please see the survey at the right of this page.

YOUTH MINISTRY – SENIOR HIGH

SUNDAY

HIGH SCHOOL \ YOUTH GROUP

Join us for relevant Bible studies, games, and snacks! If you

have any questions, please contact Melissa Graham. Activities

will vary throughout the year. At this time the High School

Youth Group will be meeting outside, rather than in the

building. If the schools go to E-Learning, we will need to switch

to an On-Line format as well. Contact the church office to be

added to the email list for this group.

LEADER: Melissa Graham

LOCATION: Solid Rock Café (outside as weather permits)

TIME: Sundays, 6:30-8:00 p.m.

YOUTH MINISTRY – JUNIOR HIGH

WEDNESDAY

NON-TRINITY SCHOOL CONFIRMATION:

Confirmation will be held starting September 16th, on

Wednesday evenings, from 6-7:30pm. We will be meeting In-

Person, but will be able to switch to an On-Line format if the

need arises. Classes will be held on the 2nd floor of the school.

Please enter through the back-Canopy Door, and proceed to the

2nd floor, room #205. If your child is not in our day school but

would like to be confirmed and you have not received any

information about it please email Melissa Graham at

melissa.graham@discovertrinity.org to be placed on our email

list.

FRIDAY

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP

Jr High Youth Group will continue to meet during the school

year and the calendar will be posted soon! And will continue

as long as it meets the State COVID Guidelines.

We are in need of adult volunteers that are interested in

making real life connections with you in our congregation and

community! If you are interested in volunteering or would just

like more information, please contact Melissa Graham at

269-983-5000, ext. 410.

SUPPORT GROUPS and CARING MINISTRIES

Stephen Ministries

Mission: Christ caring for people through people.

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who

receive special training to provide one-to-one Christian care

to people experiencing challenges in life- such as grief,

loneliness, divorce, job loss, anxiety, and many other life

difficulties. God didn’t plan for you to have to carry the

burdens of life by yourself! Let our Stephen Ministers walk

with you! To learn how to receive care from a Stephen

Minister, or if you have an interest in becoming a Stephen

Minister, contact Pastor Roth, a Stephen Leader, or the church

office.

STEPHEN LEADERS: Pastor Michael J. Roth, John

Kroonblawd, Sheila Kroonblawd, and Betty Perrone

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

MUSIC MINISTRY at Trinity Lutheran Church

Want to do something but not sure what? If you sing or play

an instrument, contact Paula Steuernagel at

paula.steuernagel@discovertrinity.org or (269) 983-3056,

ext. 113 to get connected to serve the church with your musical

talent. We are utilizing Soloist and Duets (family units) for

both our On-Line Worships and our Sunday Morning

Worships.

WOMEN'S BOOK CLUB

Join other women for a lively discussion of a book of the

Month. Check the Women’s Ministry page in the Connected for

the current book selection. The Book Club meets on the third

Saturday of the month.

LEADER: Nancy Pedde

TIME: 10:30-11:30 a.m.

PLACE: Lookout Park, Red Arrow Hwy, SJ

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE FAMILY

Trinity, through its Family Activity Team offers some very

exciting family-oriented events during the year. They are

designed to bring adults and children together for fellowship,

laughter, learning and fun. We are trying to plan some events

that will allow for Social Distancing. Watch this newsletter for

more information.

FAMILY MINISTRIES

Watch for video devotions coming soon to our Church

Facebook Page.

Please don't hesitate to contact the Church

Office at 983-5000, if you have any questions.

Children's Ministry Survey 2020

(Preschool through 6th Grade)

Name: _________________________

Child or Children Name(s), age(s), and grade(s):

________________________________

________________________________

Address: __________________________

Home Phone: _______________________

Cell Phone: ________________________

E-mail address: _____________________

Will your child be attending online or in person

school this fall? ______________________

Would you rather receive information through mail,

e-mail, or text message? ________________

Would you rather your child have access to in person

Sunday School or online Sunday School?

________________________________

If you prefer online Sunday School, would you like

the lessons to include a Bible lesson, a craft, or both?

________________________________

If you prefer online, would you rather access online

materials through Facebook, our website, or have

them sent to you directly?

________________________________

Do you have any other suggestions, comments, or

questions?

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

If you have any questions regarding Trinity's

Children Ministry please contact Melissa Graham at

melissa.graham@discovertrinity.org or call (269)

983-5000 ext. 410.
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School

This year we planned for school begin August 31st in

person. Despite all of the happenings in this world, our

plans for returning to school in person, 5 days a week may

change. We are excited to welcome all of our students

back to a new school year of learning and growing.

Whether it is in person or online virtual classroom we will

"Be Strong and Courageous,” as our theme verse from

Joshua 1:9 states, "Be strong and courageous, do not be

afraid. Do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God is

with you wherever you go.”

The theme is a promise that God gives us. We want our

children to hold onto the promises from God. This is our

goal at Trinity to instill and foster each child's faith in

Christ and the gift of salvation. Over the last few years, we

have focused on being "Hooked on Jesus” with the fruits

of the Spirit, imitating Christ, being more "Christ like” in

showing love, kindness, and forgiveness as Christ did for

us. We do all of this because we are rooted and built up in

Christ. This faith in Christ's forgiveness and gift of

salvation won for us through Christ's death and

resurrection gives us assurance that no matter what

happens to us, where we are in life or what unexpected

situations come our way Christ is with us and we should

not fear. Salvation is promised to us throughout the entire

Word of God. This year, we will focus on stepping out at

Trinity in faith not fear. When we have fears, we will learn

to give them to God and how to do that. We have the

power of Christ living in us. He is our strength. Let us be

strong and courageous knowing that the Lord is with us

not matter what happens or where ever we go!

Updates

Meet the Staff: Mr. Jeff Weiss – 7th & 8th grade homeroom

and math and science, Mrs. Alison Jakubs – 5th & 6th

homeroom and ELA and social studies, Mrs. Laurie Mantei

– 4th grade and art, Mrs. Heather Stephens – 3rd grade,

Mrs. Amy Roth – 2nd grade, Mrs. Kim Kelly – 1st grade,

Mrs. Katie Hartfield – kindergarten, Miss Kelly Johnston –

Young Fives, Robyn Adams – ECC Director, Miss Paula

Steuernagel – Music, Mrs. Jenna Wood – Office Manager,

and Mrs. Terry Bird – Principal & 4th grade Religion.

We have a full staff that is ready and excited to serve our

children and families, promote the Word of the Lord and

continue the quality, Christ-centered education at Trinity.

In Christ, Terry L. Bird

ECC

Summer is always over so quickly, even in

the midst of a pandemic. I can't believe we

have started another new school year.

Although it may look different than any

other year we have begun, I am so excited

about all the fun we have planned! We had

a great summer, despite all the restrictions

and new guidelines, and we are sad to see

it go, but we are also excited to learn and

grow even more this school year.

Thank you to all who helped and supported

us this summer. The kids all had a blast and

we had so much fun. Even though we never

left the campus, we still managed to enjoy

the time the Lord provided us. We pray that

the school year will be as healthy and germ

free as the summer. We have been able to

get more remodeling done and I am excited

to share the finished work with you as soon

as we can have visitors back in the ECC.

Watch for pictures to be coming soon!!

Blessings, Robyn Adams, ECC Director
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Youth, Children's, and Family Ministry

Jr High

Jr High Youth Group will continue to meet during the school year and the calendar will be posted soon!

Confirmation: If your child is not in our day school but would like to be confirmed and you have not received any

information about it please email Melissa Graham at melissa.graham@discovertrinity.org to be placed on our

email list.

Junior High Confirmation, see page 5 for details.

Sr High Youth

Sr High Youth Group will meet outside the Solid Rock every Sunday from 6:30-8:00. If the schools go to E-Learning,

we will need to switch to an On-Line format as well.

Family Ministry

These are uncertain times that we are living in and everyone at Trinity is missing all the children and families! While

our ministry events for this month may be postponed or moved around that does not mean that ministry stops. We

are reminded in John 16:33 that Jesus has already overcome all our crises and worldly problems. He says "I have

said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have

overcome the world." We can find comfort in these words and know that this is just a season in our lives, and seasons

change. God has a plan for us far greater than we can ever imagine. Trinity is excited to see our families at church

and in our school again!

Stewardship

Winston Churchill reportedly said, "we make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”

According to Churchill then, our lives are defined less by what we have gotten and more by what we give

away.

Our Lord's life is defined in this way. He gave completely of Himself for us. He became man for us. He

taught the truth of God's Word. He healed those with many and various diseases. He died the death that

we deserve because of sin. He gave of Himself in order to save us from sin, death, and hell. So it is that by

giving completely of Himself, He got us for Himself, making us citizens of His eternal kingdom by grace.

As it was for Jesus, so it is also for us. We get more from giving than we do from simply getting. Giving

softens our hearts and frees us from the worries of this world and making a living. For when we are

singularly focused on making a living, we are singularly focused on what we get.

That mindset begins to bleed into all areas of our lives – our relationships with friends and family, with

neighbors and coworkers, and with the Lord. It shifts our focus from asking "How can I be a friend, family

member, neighbor, and servant to others?” to "What have they done for me lately?” We become more

selfish instead of selfless.

But, when we give, we do not have less, and we do not become less. We have more and become more.

Because when we give, we join in the bond of friendship and family, the bond of service to those around us

out of love for them. And love is the fulfillment of the Law. It is the nature of God Himself, for God is Love.

Thus, we are participating in the divine nature. As Jesus said, "It is more blessed to give than to receive”

(Acts 20:35).

Used permission LMC
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WOMEN'S MINISTRY

Ladies Aid

As we all face new struggles, looking for wisdom from the past to help the present, we hope everyone is adjusting. Pandemics

are an especially demanding test … because we are not just trying to protect people, we know, but also, people we do not

know. All of us are social distancing and quarantining together so that things can get better faster.

Use your time at home in quarantine to learn as much as you can. The wisest mind has something yet to learn. Home is

where love resides, memories are created, family and friends always belong, and laughter never ends. What we love most

about staying home to self-quarantine is who we share it with.

Bless our house as we come and go. Bless our home as the children grow. Bless our families as they gather in. Bless our

home with love and friends.

When this is over, may we never again take for granted: Going to church | Going out to dinner | A handshake with a

stranger | Full shelves at the store | Conversations with neighbors | A crowded theater | Friday night out | The taste of

communion | A routine checkup | The school rush each morning | Coffee with a friend | The stadium roaring | Each deep

breath | A boring Tuesday

It's not until you lose those connections that you realize how much you need them. When you understand that being

connected to others is one of life's greatest joys, you realize that life best come when you initiate and invest in solid

relationships. And what you need are the bare necessities, ICE CREAM "The simple bare necessities. Forget about your

worries and your strife ... The bare necessities of life will come to you," promises Baloo the bear in Disney's "The Jungle

Book."

We will be seeing you soon and things will be better!

Come and join us for an Ice Cream Social

Tuesday, September 1, 2020 6-8 p.m.

St, Joseph Senior Center (outside under the canopy)

Lincoln Ave, St. Joseph, Michigan

RSVP and please bring a chair

Katherine @ 429-7424

Women's Book Club

The Enlightenment of Bees by Rachel Linden.

Rachel Linden's newest contemporary women's fiction story speaks to the universal struggle of what it means to live a

meaningful life where the passions we have meet the needs of the world. At 26, idealistic baker Mia West has her entire life

planned out: a Craftsman cottage in Seattle, baking at The Butter Emporium, and the love of her life, her boyfriend Ethan,

by her side. But when Ethan breaks up with her instead of proposing on their sixth dating anniversary (with the Tiffany blue

box in his pocket), Mia's carefully planned future crumbles. Adrift and devastated, she determines to find new meaning in her

life by helping those in need. Guided by recurring dreams about honeybees that seem to be leading her toward this new path

in life, Mia joins her vivacious housemate Rosie on an around-the-world humanitarian trip funded by the reclusive

billionaire, Lars Lindstrom. Along with a famous grunge rock star, an Ethiopian immigrant, and an unsettlingly attractive

Hawaiian urban farmer named Kai, Mia and Rosie embark on the trip of a lifetime. From the slums of Mumbai to a

Hungarian border camp during the refugee crisis, Mia's eyes are opened and her idealistic vision is challenged as she

experiences the euphoria, disillusionment, and heartbreaking reality of humanitarian work abroad. As Mia grapples with

how to make a difference in an overwhelmingly difficult world, circumstances force her to choose between the life she thought

she wanted and the unexpected life she has built.

There is a park on Red Arrow Highway called Lookout Park. Its just passed the Hilltop light, if your heading south on Red

Arrow. Its the one without the deck. They have a picnic table, plenty of shade, and I don't think there will be any parking

issues that early. Right now its calling for rain, so if it is raining, we will cancel and try to meet there in September. My cell

phone is 269.470.5611 if you have any questions or need directions.

When: 3rd Saturday Time: 10:30am

Place: Lookout Point Leader: Nancy Pedde

Everything is Subject to Change, Call to Confirm

Those Serving

in the Armed

Forces

U.S. Marines

Gunnery Sgt Andrew C. Wedde, Marines,

stationed at Fort Detrick, Frederick, MD;

Grandson of Irma Wedde

CPL Paul Jersey, stationed in Camp Lejeune,

North Carolina; son of Tim & Jill Jersey

U.S. Army

1st Lt. Aaron Hinkelman, stationed in North

Carolina, grandson of Gus & Judy

Hinkelman

PFC Riley Engel, stationed in Italy, grandson

of Gus & Judy Hinkelman

U.S. Navy

Lt. Adam Roth, Naval Aviator, son of Rev.

Michael and Amy Roth

Lt. Mark Williams, Navy Pilot, stationed at

Naval Air Station Whidbey Island Oak

Harbor, WA, nephew of Linda Williams

Ensign Madeline Williams, Expeditionary

Strike Group 3, Great Niece of Linda

Williams

FN Jun Iramiana, USS Boyer, LHD-4, Great

Nephew of Linda Williams

U.S. Air Force

Airman 1st Class, Evan Pyatt, US Air Force,

stationed in Travis AFB, California; Grandson

of Bill & Margo Pyatt

Tech Sergeant, John Pyatt, US Air Force,

stationed in Minneapolis, son of Bill &

Margo Pyatt

Lt  Haleigh Wendzel, US Air Force, stationed.

in South Korea, daughter of Brad & Joyce

Wendzel, granddaughter of Alton & Millie

Wendzel

U.S. Coast Guard

AMT3 Camille and EM3 Kyle Crabtree,

stationed in Suffolk, VA, niece & nephew of

Jan Dasse

Please keep all of our Servicemen and women in

your prayers. May God keep them safe from harm

and bring them home to their families soon.

If your family members status has changed,

please call the church office.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

By Janet Frazier

In the 1940s and through the early 1960s, A Sacred Art Calendar would have hung on the wall in all

homes of Trinity's parishioners. It had been distributed to every family by a local funeral home, Kerlikowski's

Funeral Home. In full color, every month of the calendar featured the finest in Sacred Art, and much

information. This calendar was from the year 1953.

THE BIBLE: A LIBRARY OF MANY BOOKS

We usually think of the Bible as one book. Even in small print it has more than a thousand pages. In reality

the bible is a collection of sixty-six books. "Bible” is a Greek word which means "books”. Its other name,

"Holy Scriptures”, also implies that it consists of a number of writings.

The Bible is divided into two unequal parts: the Old Testament and the New Testament. "Testament” means

covenant, will, or agreement. The two Testaments refer to the two different covenants which God made

with man.

The Old Testament contains 39 books, which were written long before the birth of Christ. This was the Bible

which our Savior used while he lived on earth. It was the Sacred Scriptures of the ancient Hebrews, as it is

still the bible of the Jews. Their Old Testament contains the same books as ours. However, In the Hebrew

Bible the books follow a different order. The Jews combined several books so that they count only 24

books. These were arranged in three groups: Law, Prophets, and Writings (Cp. Lake 24:44). The Law

comprised the five books of Moses, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. The Prophets

included (a) earlier Prophets: Joshua, Judges, Samuel (one book), and Kings (one book). Our English Bibles

follow the example of the Greek translators (Septuagint, about 285 B. C.) who arranged the books

according to their contents, as historical, poetical, and prophetical books.

The New Testament contains 27 book. These were all written after the Ascension of Jesus, between A. D.

50 and 100. These books have been classified as historical (Gospels and Acts), doctrinal (the Epistles), and

one prophetical book (Revelation). They were, however, not written in this order.

Ancient Bibles had no divisions into chapter and verses. Not even spaces were used between the words,

but they were run together, thus: INTHEBEGINNINGGOD…. The divisions of these chapters were first

made about 1250 A. D. by Cardinal Hugo to a Latin Bible. Some say this was done by Stephen Langton,

Archbishop of Canterbury about 1228 A. D. The text was separated into verses by the French scholar

Robert Stephanus (Estienne), in 1551 A. D. The dates given in some Bibles were fixed by Archbishop Usher

in 1660. Chapter headings and page headings are later additions.

This is in part from "Our Bible,” by Dr. J. M. Weidenschilling. It will conclude in next month's edition of the

Connected Newsletter.
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September

Anniversaries

John & Hannah Buck 9/5/2015 5th

Brad & Shelly Chaffee 9/6/1986

Tim & Tammy Hall 9/8/2007

David & Kristin DeVore 9/10/2005 15th

Troy & Jennifer Loy 9/10/2005 15th

Keith & Gillian Conrad 9/11/2010 10th

Jason & Jami Erikson 9/15/2018

Mark & Janeen Zerbe 9/22/2001

Gary & Mandi Coburn 9/24/2004

Max & Olivia Eberhart 9/24/2016

Chad & Kimberly Poole 9/25/1999

Jason & Katrina Schaefer 9/27/2001

Steve & Heidi Lockman 9/28/2002

Dennis & Danette Albrecht 9/30/1995 25th

If you do not see your anniversary listed,

please call the Church Office at 983-5000 to

update your records.

S.A.G.E.S

TENTATIVE SAGES EVENT SCHEDULED FOR

SEPTEMBER 18th – CLASIC LAKE TOUR AROUND

NEW BUFFALO

Due to the Covid-19 virus, we are uncertain of the

reality of this event happening, but want you to know

that this was planned to happen for September 18th,

back in January. Therefore, this is a wait and see

announcement. Please stay tuned for further updates.

If it is a go, the cost is $10 each, plus bring your own

brown bag lunch; drinks and dessert will be provided.

Approximate time frame is 10:30ish to 1ish. If you are

semi-interested, you may call the church office, 983-

5000 and be put on a list. If the event is a go, then you

will be notified around the 10th of September to

confirm and learn of the final information.

WE MISS BEING TOGETHER!

Understanding ZOOM

With the increase in Digital Bible Studies and Digital Meetings at this

time we are going to be utilizing Zoom Meetings to stay connected. In

the email from the leader of the meeting you will receive, there will be

a direct link to join the meeting. The participant ID is also shown

separately. You will need that if you choose to select the "Join Meeting"

option.

When you click on "join a meeting" on any of your devices, for the first

time only, you will be asked to download the ZOOM application. It is

amongst the quickest, easiest downloads , and anyone with whom I

tested this, have experienced no problems. Simply click, or tap, "Yes" if

asked for permission. When you "Join the Meeting" you will see a

window which will show both you (if you have a camera on your

computer or device) and other participants, who are in the meeting.

To access CONTROLS, put your mouse (on computer) or finger (on

other devices) in the center of the window. The computer the controls

are on the bottom, on the iPad they are on the top, on the iPhone on

the side. (I assume it's similar in PC's and Androids.) If you do not wish

to be seen, click/tap the video camera in the tool bar. If you are in a

noisy environment, or do not wish to be heard, tap the Audio/mic icon. Do the

reverse to be seen or heard.

If you are using a computer, CHECK YOUR SETTINGS, as soon as you come into

the meeting or better yet test it out before you even come in. Click/Tap on the

Settings control in the tool bar. A window  will appear, clicking Audios will

bring up the window where you can test both your speaker and microphone.

The Audio Check controls are not on the iPad or iPhone. If it gets noisy, or you

hear feedback, lower the sound controls on your device, as low as possible.

You can choose whom you wish to see enlarged on your screen. Simply click or

tap their image in the control panel. As dialogue is going on, you can choose to

be viewing the video of the person speaking either in small size or full screen.

You can also CHAT. On your Mobile Device tap on "Participants." A window

(Upper right on the mobile device) will open with a list of all of the

participants. You can select one, or "Chat with All"

We look forward to being able to connect with everyone and dive in to God's

Word via a safe platform in this different time.
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Soup Kitchen

120 served

5 volunteers (including 2 students from MLHS, who are also Trinity members and one volunteer

from the community)

The Benton Harbor Soup Kitchen continues to serve the community through a sack lunch

program. Due to COVID-19 and safety precautions, they are prevented from offering a hot meal

to the many people who come each day. It is unclear when these restrictions will be lifted. As time

goes on, the challenge becomes providing a meal that is portable and can be served cold. Leave

it to Trinity to rise to the challenge. Volunteers came in a day early to bake BBQ chicken thighs.

These were wrapped and chilled to serve on Tuesday morning. Each lunch included 2 chicken

thighs, 3 bean salad, dinner roll and butter, peaches, chips, butterfinger crisps, trail mix, juice and

water.

Benevolent Fund, Community Dinner, Sort-N-Share, Sleeping Mat Ministry

Suspended due to COVID-19

Food Truck

Households –120

Individuals – 353 Seniors – 93 Children – 113 Veterans - 16

Volunteers – 8

Pounds of Food – 7,786

It was a beautiful, sunny day for our Mobile Food Truck. We

continued our "Drive Through” version which has been well

received. This adds a bit of time for our volunteers, and some

have chosen to work in shifts. As always, we are so thankful for

their helping hands and willing hearts. We also continue to

receive financial blessings from SWMICares and United Way and

that combined with grant donations to Feeding America enabled

us to deliver 7786 pounds of food to 120 families. This month's

truck included pre-boxed produce (potatoes, carrots, celery,

beets, peppers, cucumbers, squash and onions) and pre-boxed

dairy (2 gallons of milk, cottage cheese, sour cream, chip dip and

flavored milk). We were also able to provide families with a 5

pound bag of chicken strips and baked goods.

God is good all of the time! If you would like to volunteer, please

contact Tracie Berghaus

@ 983-5000, ext. 201.
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL

CONGREGATIONAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT—2019/2020 FISCAL YEAR

July 1, 2020 through July 31, 2020

A more detailed

Treasurer's Report is

available for viewing in the

Church Office.

Respectfully submitted,

Gus Damaske, Treasurer

ANNUAL ACTUAL %OFANNUAL ANNUAL YTD ACTUAL %OFANNUAL

BUDGET YTD BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET YTD BUDGET

TOTALREVENUE $2,209,447.51 $312,161.09 14.13% $2,374,107.00 $346,996.31 $307,781.18 12.96%

TOTALEXPENSES $2,253,306.61 $195,832.61 8.69% $2,305,047.76 $192,079.12 $174,522.25 7.57%

REVENUEOVER/(UNDER)EXPENSES -$43,859.10 $116,328.48 -265.23% $69,059.24 $154,917.19 $133,258.93 192.96%

6/30/2020 7/31/2020

LONG-TERMDEBT

ChurchExtensionFundMortgage $620,675.10 ($5,644.84) $615,030.26

TOTALDEBT $620,675.10 ($5,644.84) $615,030.26

Over/(Under) to YTDOver/

WEEKLYENVELOPE&PLATE Contributions Meet Budget (Under)Budget

July5,2020 $13,191.00 -$1,010.92 -$1,010.92

July12,2020 $13,212.00 -$989.92 -$2,000.85

July19,2020 $17,543.00 $3,341.08 $1,340.23

July26,2020 $16,204.50 $2,002.58 $3,342.81

Totals $60,150.50 $3,342.81

WeeklyEnvelope&PlateBudgetNeeded: $14,201.92

CASHREPORT--JULY,2020

DAILYLOWBALANCE $501,265.17

DAILYHIGHBALANCE $701,672.04

DAILYAVERAGEFORTHEMONTH $610,744.28

GENERALFUND

2018-2019 2019-2020

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Trinity has two positions open for employment

FINANCIAL COORDINATOR — This position will be vacated in the middle of October, but we want to begin

training as soon as possible. The job description may be viewed in the Church Office. Interested applicants

may submit their letter of interest and resumé at the Church Office, to the attention of Gus Damaske,

Treasurer.

2ND SHIFT CUSTODIAN — With school returning, we are now in need of an additional custodian to do the

evening cleaning and sanitizing of the classrooms. For more information, contact the church office or speak

with Jack Barnes.
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We Are Celebrating...

The following Trinity Members are celebrating birthdays this month:

If you do not see your birthday listed, please call the Church Office @

983-5000 to update your records. We indicate the age of members 80 years &

over. If you do not want your age listed, please contact the Church Office.

9/1 1 Kings 18:1-19; Eph. 1:1-23

9/2 1 Kings 18:20-40; Eph. 2:1-22

9/3 1 Kings 19:1-21 (20:1-22:53); Eph. 3:1-21

9/4 2 Kings 2:1-18; Eph. 4:1-24

9/5 2 Kings 2:19-25, 4:1-7; Eph. 4:25-5:14

9/6 2 Kings 4:8-22, 32-37; Eph. 5:15-33

9/7 2 Kings 4:38-5:8; Eph. 6:1-24

9/8 2 Kings 5:9-27; Phil. 1:1-20

9/9 2 Kings 6:1-23 (6:24-8:29); Phil. 1:21-2:11

9/10 2 Kings 9:1-13, 10:18-29 (13:1-18:8); Phil. 2:12-30

9/11 2 Chron. 29:1-24; Phil. 3:1-21

9/12 2 Chron. 31:1-21; Phil. 4:1-23

9/13 2 Chron. 32:1-22 (Hosea 1:1-14:9); Col. 1:1-23

9/14 2 Chron. 33:1-25 (Jonah 1:1-4:11); Col. 1:24-2:7

9/15 2 Chron. 34:1-4, 8-11, 14-33 (Nahum 1:1-3:19);

Col. 2:8-23

9/16 2 Chron. 35:1-7, 16-25 (Zephaniah 1:1-3:20);

Col. 3:1-25

9/17 2 Chron. 36:1-23 (Philemon 1-25); Col. 4:1-18

9/18 Neh. 1:1-2:10 (Haggai 1:1-2:23); 1 Tim. 1:1-20

9/19 Neh. 2:11-20, 4:1-6; 1 Tim. 2:1-15

9/20 Neh. 4:7-23; 1 Tim. 3:1-16

9/21 Neh. 5:1-16, 6:1-9, 15-16; 1 Tim. 4:1-16

9/22 Neh. 7:1-4, 8:1-18 (Ezra 1:1-10:19); 1 Tim. 5:1-16

9/23 Neh. 9:1-21; 1 Tim. 5:17-6:2

9/24 Neh. 9:22-38 (10:1-13:31); 1 Tim. 6:3-21

9/25 Malachi 1:1-14; Matthew 3:17

9/26 Mal. 2:1-3:5; Matt. 4:1-11

9/27 Mal. 3:6-4:6; Matt. 4:12-25

9/28 Deuteronomy 1:18; Matt. 5:1-20

9/29 Deut. 1:19-36; Matt. 5:21-48

9/30 Deut. 1:37-2:15; Matt. 6:1-15

Sunday

9/6 Ezek. 33:7-9; Rom. 13:1-10; Matt. 18:1-20

9/13 Gen. 50:15-21; Rom. 14:1-12; Matt. 18:21-35

9/20 Is. 55:6-9; Phil. 1:12-14; 19-30; Matt. 20:1-16

9/27 Ezek. 18:1-4, 25-32; Phil. 2:1-4, (5-13), 14-18;

Matt. 21:23-27, (28-32)

Daily Lectionary

9/1 Roberta Knefelkamp, Grant Wood

9/2 Tami Genovese

9/3 Matthew Gilbert, Caroline Wortman

9/4 Laura Bischoff, Daniel Grow, Paul Kruggel, Kathleen Paul,

Shane Ridenour

9/5 Dorothy Duschek*, Beth Jeffers, Nolan Kahne,

Bridget Szornyi

9/6 Dylan Clem, Kelsey Hedman, Elisabeth Schults*, Lilly Wall

9/7 Jeff Cooper, Joan Radde, Marilyn Robbins, Jessie Siek

9/8 Greg Baker, Jim Goff, Paul Langdon

9/9 Michael Hall, Robyn Wendzel

9/10 Keith Conrad, Connor Hubble, Ezra Iliff

9/11 Abigail Hartfield

9/12 Lilly Halliday, Matthew Langdon, Kevin Lee, Sylvia Lieberg,

Nolan Wilford

9/13 Janice Hostetler, Carol Schmidtke*, Kimberly Schultz

9/14 Gabriella Brady, Bryan Dohm, Karalynne Pudell,

Parker Wiederwax, Diane Woodford

9/15 Barbara Devries*, Gerhardt Doroh*, Rachael Lange,

Deb Pratt, Abigail Szornyi

9/16 Cindy Doroh, Sara (Fetke) Sweers, Robert Humberg*

9/17 Brent Parsons, Kevin Siek, Earlene Whorton,

Madison Wiederwax

9/18 Tracie Berghaus, Izack Coburn, Nicholas Siedenstrang

9/19 Francine Barchett, Stuart Wortman

9/20 Leanne Chambers, Ursula Henkel*, Ethan Szornyi

9/21 Rachel Clem, Marcia Graham, Benjamin Hall, Maya Layton

9/22 Charlene Archut, Julianne Eaton, Lisa Pedde,

Raelene Stickney

9/23 Sharon Dachel, Kim Hedman, Ben Iliff, Joseph Kirby,

Richard Mak*

9/24 Louie Miltibarger, Bill  Strine

9/25 Katie Hartfield, Sandy Klank, Jennifer Knuth, Donna Lippert,

Robert Perry, Sherri Ruff

9/26 Beverly Garcia, Stephanie Weaver

9/27 Charles Lyon, Donna Schmidt,

Annette Schrag

9/28 Terry Bird, Bernie Lieberg,

Antonio Macerata, Iliana Macerata,

Luca Macerata

9/29 Richard Ellis*, Babette Smith

9/30 Tamra Curtis, Laurie Schmidtke

*Special Birthdays
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Weekly Events

Sunday

Worship, 8 & 10:30a, Sanctuary

Gospels Readings of the Year, 9:15am Zoom

Number Our Days, 9:15am, CFH (9/13)

Sojourning With Christ, 9:15am, Rm#205 (9/13)

Senior High Youth Group, 6:30-8p, SRC

Monday

LifeLight “Prophecy”, 9:30-11am, LHC (9/14)

Ministry Leadership Team Mtg, 1:30-3p,

MC-1st floor

Tuesday

Martin Luther's Large Catechism, 6:30-8p,

Zoom (9/15)

Adult Instruction Class, 6:30-8p, MC (9/22)

Wednesday

Lutheran Spirituality 'Prayer', 6:45-7:45a, LHC

Non-Trinity School Confirmation, 6-7:30p,

Rm#205 (9/16)

Thursday

ADDITIONAL EVENTS

Tuesday, 9/1

Wednesday, 9/2

Thursday, 9/3

Friday, 9/4

No school, Labor Day break

Saturday, 9/5

Sunday, 9/6

Monday 9/7

Labor Day, Campus Closed

Tuesday, 9/8

1st full day of school

Stephen Ministry Cont. Ed, 7-8p, Zoom

Wednesday, 9/9

Thursday, 9/10

Friday, 9/11

October Connected Due

Saturday, 9/12

Sunday, 9/13

Number Our Days Bible Study begins

Sojourning with Christ Bible Study begins

Monday, 9/14

LifeLight “Prophecy” begins

Church Council Meeting, 6:30-9p, MC-2nd fl

Tuesday, 9/15

Martin Luther's “Large Catechism” study begins

Wednesday, 9/16

Wired Word begins

Non-Trinity Student Confirmation begins

Thursday, 9/17

Friday, 9/18

SAGES Outing,  pending

Saturday, 9/19

Women's Book Club, 10:30-11:30a, Lookout Park

Sunday, 9/20

Monday, 9/21

Bd of Prop & Finance, 6:30-8:30p, MCB

Tuesday, 9/22

Soup Kitchen, 10a

Adult Instruction Class begins

Stephen Ministry Peer Supervision, 6:30-7:30p

Wednesday, 9/23

Thursday, 9/24

Mobile Food Pantry, 1p, MC parking lot

Friday, 9/25

Saturday, 9/26

Sunday, 9/27

Monday, 9/28

Bd of Elders Meeting, 6:30-9p, MC-2nd fl

Tuesday, 9/29

Wednesday, 9/30

Stephen Ministry Continuing Ed, Tues. Sept. 8th, 7-8p,  Zoom

October Connected Articles Due, Friday, Sept 11th

Women's Book Club, Saturday, Sept 19th, 10:30-11:30a, Lookout Park

Soup Kitchen, Tuesday, Sept 22nd, 10a

Stephen Ministry Peer Supervision, Tues, Sept 22nd, 6:30-7:30p

Mobile Food Pantry, Thursday, Sept 24th, 1:00p, MC Parking lot

This Month at Trinity

September 2020

CFH-Christian Fellowship Hall; CMR-Children’s Ministry Room; LHC-Lighthouse Café; LHL-

Lighthouse Lounge; MC-Ministry Center; MCB-Ministry Center Boardroom; S-Sanctuary; SRC-

Solid Rock Café; SCH-School; WC-Welcome Center

PLEASE NOTE...

EVERYTHING IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE & DEPENDANT UPON SAFE RE-OPENING GUIDELINES

IN-PERSON BIBLE

STUDIES

To align with the Governor's

Executive Orders, all in-

person Bible Studies this fall

will be small groups of 10

people or less, exercising

appropriate social

distancing and face masks

will be required. The tables,

chairs and common surfaces

will be sanitized before and

after each group uses the

space. Participants are

asked to bring their own

Bibles, pens and other

materials.

Due to the limited seating,

contact the Church Office

to get signed up for an

In-Person Bible Study!
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288 Peace Blvd.
St. Joseph, MI 49085

269-556-9050
www.cienafacilities.com

A

Community

David S. Miller D.D.S.David S. Miller D.D.S.
824 Napier Ave., St. Joseph

Office: 269-983-4371
Fax: 269-983-5304

FAMILY DENTISTRY

 2-D-3-5  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0549

Jan Yelding
Independent Beauty Consultant
(269) 637-5645 • Cell (269) 470-5645

jyelding@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/jyelding

 FREE
 Make-overs

Adent’s
Landscape Supplies, Inc.

465 W. Glenlord Road
Saint Joseph, MI 49085

269-428-0200
Specializing in:

PROCESSED TOPSOIL
STONE • MULCH • COMPOST

www.adentslandscapesupplies.com
WHERE BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPES BEGIN!

J. Joseph Daly • Randy S, Hyrns
Craig P. Jennings • Richard A. Racht

James J. Riemland

BittnerJennings.com

	 Hand	crafted	 Locally	inspired	 Serving	lunch
	 beer	 New-American	 &	dinner
	 	 menu
721	Pleasant	St.	•	Downtown	St.	Joseph	(behind	the	post	office)

269.281.7100	•	silverharborbrewing.com

EAT. DRINK. BEER HAPPY.

St. Joseph     Dowagiac     New Buffalo  
Decatur     Berrien Springs     Buchanan

www.starksfamilyfh.com  269-556-9450

Dr. Charles Howenstine
Dr. Theresa Burt

Dr. Stephanie Grider

(269) 281-8080
www.StJosephDentistry.net

 • ROOFING
 • SIDING & WINDOWS
 • INSULATION
 • GUTTERS
 • MASONRY

Serving South West Michigan’s Lake Shore
 1-888-766-3014 www.LakefrontRoof.com

Come Visit Our
Coloma Design &
Selection Center
6603 Red Arrow Hwy

269-468-3128
BigCLumber.com

Contact Dave Polansky to place an ad today! 
dpolansky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6326 
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Trinity Lutheran Church & School

619 Main Street

St. Joseph MI 49085

Newsletter Submissions

To meet publication deadlines, all

articles must be received by the

2nd Friday of each month.

Please don't forget to include your

phone contact information!

Turn information into the Church Office

in person, by fax 983-8933, or e-mail

to betty.perrone@discovertrinity.org

Questions? Suggestions?

Contact Betty Perrone at Church office.

Faith In Verse - Forgive Us, Lord (LSB 788)

Forgive us, Lord, for feast that knows no fast,

For joy in things that meanwhile starve the soul,

For walls and wars that hide your mercies vast

And blur our vision of the Kingdom goal. "Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness" verse 5

These have been difficult and annoying times, to be sure. The restrictions on our normal lifestyles may have

required us to reset our priorities on several levels, but in some cases the dialing back of our standard needs

have created the opportunity for a bit of self-examination.

The restrictions that have been placed on restaurants and the new higher prices on the foods we used to buy at

reasonable prices have forced us to many times step back from the fancier diets we were accustomed to eat

before the mandates were set by our government. Although we may not be able to "feast" on beef as much as

we want to these days, our new diets can hardly be called a "fast." Maybe we needed to be reminded of the

amazing gifts God has given us in this country by cutting back a bit and renewing our appreciation of the fact

that even in this pandemic He still, as Luther so aptly expressed it, "richly and daily provides us with all we need

to support this body and life."

The same might be said for sports and travel. To be sure both forms of entertainment have taken a solid hit from

the pandemic, but perhaps our "joy in things" that give us such pleasure have grown to a point where they have

diverted us from our focus on the things needful for our soul. Maybe some quiet time in our homes where we

can now find more time to reflect on matters of our faith is exactly what we have needed to renew our spiritual

life.

And finally, one negative effect of this pandemic has been the social "walls" and political "wars" that have

erupted over dealing with the paths we choose to take to protect our health. There are many examples of

people becoming rude and even violent over the issue of wearing or not wearing a facemask. Our political

parties have also ramped up the rhetoric over how to find a medical solution to the problem of Covid on a

national level. In the flurry of all this drama it is easy for these events to "blur our vision" about who it is that has

truly protected us so far and what is the point of life in the first place.

It is then the time for all Christians to take a deep breath and humbly acknowledge that it is our God who will

always be the one who cares for us in sickness and in health, both in this life and the eternal life to come.
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