
Welcome back. Pastor Gerber here again. Today we are going to finish up our study on the Old 
Testament! So, that means that we need to talk about the prophets. But, before that, let’s revisit 
what we’ve learned. First we talked about the first 5 books of the Old Testament. The Torah. The 
Pentateuch. Do you remember what they are? Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. 
Then we talked about the next 12 books. Do you remember what they are called? They are the 
history books. And the tougher question. Do you remember all 12 of them? Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1st 
and 2nd Samuel, 1st and 2nd Kings, 1st and 2nd Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. 

Then we talked about the next 5 books in the Old Testament. Do you remember what they are 
called? They are the poetry books. Do you remember their names? Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs or Song of Solomon. 

The next 17 books are called the prophets. Thera re 5 major prophets and 12 minor prophets. 
Remember, the only difference between a major prophet and a minor prophet is the length of the 
book. Major prophets are not more important than the minor prophets. God speaks to His people 
through prophets. Sometimes a prophet would foretell the future. Sometimes a prophet would 
forth-tell the Truth of God. No matter what, though, these prophets were speaking on God’s behalf. 
None of them chose to be a prophet. They were chosen by God. Actually, if you had the option, you 
probably wouldn’t choose to be a prophet either. Being a prophet wasn’t an easy job at all. They 
weren’t very popular guys either. Sometimes these prophets were telling the people what they 
were doing wrong and where they needed to turn from their sins and repent. They were sent to 
certain nations just to tell them that that they were disobeying God. Do your parents or maybe an 
older brother or sister ever point out your flaws when you mess up? Do you enjoy when they do 
that? Do you think the people of Israel enjoyed having their flaws pointed out? Probably not. These 
men had to be bold and fearless when they were speaking God’s truth to the people. But, while 
some prophets were calling people to repentance, other prophets were proclaiming God’s plan for 
salvation. What a great message that was to the Israelites.  

So, who were the prophets? All but one of these books is named after the prophet who wrote it. Can 
you guess which one wasn’t named after the prophet who wrote it? The Books of Prophecy are 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, 
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. Lamentations was written by Jeremiah. 
These books are broken up into Major and Minor Prophets. Isaiah-Daniel are the books of the major 
prophets. Hosea-Malachi are the books of the minor prophets. 

Today, we’re going to quickly skim over the surface of the major and minor prophets. I want you to 
pick 2 of the prophets and read through them to get a feel for how these prophets wrote. Pick two 
that sound interesting to you. My favorite is Micah because it talks about the coming of Jesus! 

So, let’s get started! 

The first prophet is Isaiah. It talks a lot about the coming of Jesus. The New Testament quotes more 
from Isaiah than any other prophet.  

Jeremiah preached mostly in Judah (remember, that was the southern kingdom of Israel) and he 
was not well like at all. He has been called the weeping prophet.  



That name makes even more sense when we see that he also wrote Lamentations. To lament means 
to mourn. Jeremiah mourned what would happen when the people didn’t listen to him and were 
taken captive, or were taken as prisoners. 

Ezekiel had many visions from God. He wanted to see a fresh faith. Take a minute to look up Ezekiel 
11:19-20 right now. 

You probably know the book of Daniel better than any other book of prophecy. Or, at least you 
know a few stories from Daniel. You probably know Daniel and the lion’s den. Also, the story of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego is from the book of Daniel. Half of the book of Daniel is about 
being strong in faith. The other half is about prophecies of the nations. 

In Hosea, God told Hosea to marry a prostitute. Sounds crazy, right? Hosea and his marriage to 
Gomer (yes Gomer is the name of his wife and she was a prostitute)… their marriage was a visual 
picture of God’s love for his unfaithful people. 

In Joel, God punishes the people for their unfaithfulness by sending a bunch of grasshoppers. 

In Amos, the people went to worship, or church, but they didn’t live their out their faith in their 
daily lives. Amos used a level to show them how their lives were out of balance. 

Obadiah went to Edom, a land filled with the enemies of the people of Israel, and told them to stop 
being a bully to the Israelites. 

Jonah is the other book that you probably know well, or at least, have heard the story. Jonah didn’t 
want to be a prophet or at least, he didn’t want to be a prophet in Nineveh. So he decided to go in 
the exact opposite direction on a boat. God sent a huge storm and Jonah knew that he was the cause 
of the storm, so he had the deck hands throw him overboard. Jonah spent 3 days in the belly of the 
fish before the fish vomited him up on shore. Jonah then went to Nineveh. While calling the people 
of Nineveh to repent, Jonah learned his own lesson. 

Micah is the only prophet to prophesy to the North and the South kingdoms. All the other prophets 
just stuck with one or the other. He foretold the coming of the messiah, Jesus! 

Nahum went to Nineveh, the capital of Assyria and the same place that Jonah was sent to.  

Habakkuk asked God hard questions about why the bad guys always seem to win. Do you ever 
wonder that too? In the end, though, Habakkuk has faith and trusts God. 

Zephaniah teaches us that God hates sin and will judge the sinners. But God loves those who repent, 
or ask for forgiveness. God promises to send a Savior. 

Haggai scolds the Israelites who were freed after the exile but were too self-focused to build the 
temple or worship God. 

Zechariah comes to Haggai’s aid and proclaims that the building of the temple is definitely worth 
the effort. He also tells the people that a savior is coming. 



Malachi is the last prophet until John the Baptist. 400 years of silence. Malachi reminded the 
Israelites to give their whole hearts to God. 

Almost all of these prophets had one main theme in mind when they spoke. Return to the Lord! 

That’s all for today. As always, let me know if you have any questions. See you next time! 

 


