
Welcome back! Pastor Gerber here again. Today we’re going to be looking at the Poetry Books of 
the Old Testament. But, as usual, before we start, let’s take a quick look at where we’ve been. First 
we talked about the first 5 books of the Old Testament. The Torah. The Pentateuch. Do you 
remember what they are? Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. Then we talked 
about the next 12 books. Do you remember what they are called? They are the history books. And 
the tougher question. Do you remember all 12 of them? Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1st and 2nd Samuel, 1st 
and 2nd Kings, 1st and 2nd Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. 

The next 5 books in the Old Testament are often called the poetry books because there are very few 
stories and much more emotion that deals with real life points of view. These books are Job, Psalms, 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs or Song of Solomon. 

The book of Job is about a guy named Job. How surprising! Notice that it’s pronounced Job, not job. 
Job is all about how to suffer well when things don’t go your way. It’s about a guy who has a great 
life, but Satan claims to God that the only reason Job loves God is because he has a great life. So 
Satan takes everything from Job. His house, his crops, his animals, his children. Job didn’t waver is 
his faith. Then Satan claims to God that the only reason Job loves God is because of his great health. 
So Satan “struck Job with loathsome sores from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head.” But Job 
didn’t sin in his words. Then conversations are recorded between Job and his friends as well as 
between Job and God. In the end, Job continues to praise God, even at the urging of his friends to do 
otherwise, and God blesses Job with even more than he had before. There are many things that we 
can learn from this book, but here are 5. 

God allows suffering to take place in our lives. Notice that God allows it. He doesn’t cause it. Satan 
caused the suffering and he couldn’t do anything that God didn’t allow. 

Suffering doesn’t mean that God is mad at us. In fact, we see how pleased God is with Job during his 
suffering. 

Life isn’t always fair. This is a good thing. I know you probably have complained to your parents 
before using these words. But, again, it’s good that life isn’t fair. Because if we got what we 
deserved, we’d be going to hell. So, thank God that life isn’t fair! 

Friends can sometimes be bad for our faith. Can you think of a friend or two who harm your faith? 
Do they try and pull you away from God by pressuring you to try new things or to spend the night at 
their house rather than going to worship on Sunday morning? 

And, finally, suffering can make us stronger and bring good. Romans 5 teaches us that suffering 
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope. 

Then comes Psalms. The word Psalms literally means ‘songs’ and is the hymnbook of the Bible. It is 
the longest book in the Bible. There are 150 psalms. Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in the Bible. 
There are 176 verses in psalm 119. Also, the book of Psalms is in the very middle of your Bible. If 
you closed your Bible and opened it up to the very middle, you would land in the book of Psalms. 
One other fun trivia fact is that Psalm 118:8 is the center verse in the Bible. “It is better to take 
refuge in the Lord that to trust in man.” 



There are 8 basic types of Psalms: Wisdom, or teaching, psalms; Lament, or complaint, psalms; 
Penitential, or confession, psalms; imprecatory, or judgment, psalms; trust psalms; thanksgiving 
psalms; royal, or king, psalms; and praise psalms. I want you to take some time right now and read 
one psalm from each of the categories.  

Done? Then let’s move on to the book of Proverbs. Proverbs means wise sayings. Most of these 
sayings are short, almost like a Chinese fortune cookie. There are 31 chapters in Proverbs, so you 
could actually read one every day for a month and read through the whole book. Obviously, if it’s 
February, you would have to read a couple extra throughout the month. Some of the issues the 
proverbs cover are dealing with friends, knowing God, leadership, managing money, dealing with 
gossip, time management, using your words wisely, working hard, having a good marriage 
relationship, and raising kids. Take some time right now to glance through some of the proverbs 
and see if they sound like a Chinese fortune cookie. 

Done? Then let’s move on to the book of Ecclesiastes. Ecclesiastes literally means teacher and many 
believe it was written by King Solomon. The word that keeps coming up in Ecclesiastes is 
Meaningless. The NIV translates Ecclesiastes 1:1 in this way: “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the 
Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.” We learn that nothing is new under the 
sun. The song “Turn! Turn! Turn!” by the Byrds is taken almost exactly from Ecclesiastes 3. If you 
don’t know it, look it up on YouTube or ask your parents. It was first released in 1965, so it’s an 
oldie, but a goody! And, obviously, the lyrics are even older than that. The lyrics are a few 1000 
years old. 

Ecclesiastes reminds us that when we try and find meaning in our lives apart from God, everything 
is meaningless. That includes the areas of wisdom, pleasure, hard work, advancement, and riches. 
So, how do we find meaning in our lives? We keep God #1 in all that we do! 

Finally, the book Song of Songs or Song of Solomon. Different Bibles give it a different title. What 
does your Bible use for the title? This book is a love poem that’s written by or about Solomon. The 
poem itself is about a romantic relationship between a man and a woman. However, it can also give 
us a picture of God’s love for the church. And when I say church, I don’t mean that God loves the 
building that you worship it. I don’t mean that He loves Trinity Lutheran Church in St. Joseph, MI. I 
mean that God loves the people who make up His church. What I really mean is that God loves you! 

Lots can be drawn from these books of poetry, but the main point that I want you to take home with 
you is this: God wants a beautiful relationship with you! 

That’s all for today. As always, let me know if you have any questions. See you next time! 

 


