
 

 

   As you read this epistle, I am in the air approaching Chicago, O’Hare Airport, returning from my trip to 

Yambio, S. Sudan. I have been teaching 22 students at Concordia Lutheran Institute for the Holy 

Ministry. The course I taught was Homiletics, the art and discipline of preaching. We spent a good deal of 

time learning to distinguish Law and Gospel and some of the finer points of hermeneutics, as they relate 

to preaching from scriptural texts. We also learned about developing a theme and an outline from which 

to preach. The students worked hard and made great improvements, which will help them when they are 

pastors. 

   In addition to teaching, one of the things I enjoyed was singing with the students. As I have mentioned 

in previous epistles, worship and prayer is a very vibrant part of seminary life in Yambio. The students 

always carry their own hymnals (the old blue Lutheran Worship) to devotions and worship. While they 

are waiting, usually 10 minutes or so before the start time and at church while they are waiting for the 

pastor to begin, they will call out hymn numbers to sing. They will all turn to that hymn and someone will 

intone the first measure and then they will all sing, a’cappella all the verses. Then another will be chosen 

and the next hymn sung, until it is time to start. At other times the students will bring their hymnals with 

them to class so they can sing a hymn or two before or after the class period. By our standards the singing 

isn't that good - it is always off key, doesn’t always follow the melody and is never with the timing I am 

used to, but it is always with vigor. 

   The psalm writer says, “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth.” What a privilege it is for us to 

have reason to rejoice and sing for all the gracious benefits the Lord has bestowed on us. If you think 

about the material gifts and spiritual blessings that we enjoy in abundance, why would we not want to 

sing? I some ways, I learned more this past month than did my students. 


