
 

 

Pastoral Epistle - 7/1/18 

 

   This coming week we have the privilege of celebrating Independence Day. Many other countries of the 

world have similar celebrations, but none with the same history and pride as does our United States of 

America. Our US Constitution and Bill of Rights spell out our freedoms and privileges as a people living 

in this country. I think that sometimes we may take our country and the rule of democracy and law for 

granted. The country of South Sudan, where I will be for the next few weeks, also has a democracy. 

However, this new country does not have much experience with this style of government and is struggling 

to make it work. Even though the people in a democratic system are to have a say in electing leaders and 

influencing legislation, it rarely works that way. There is still a great deal of tribalism, corruption, and 

lawless practices in South Sudan. 

   One of the privileges we enjoy in our country is the freedom of religion. The First Amendment of the 

Constitution in the Bill of Rights includes the “Establishment Clause.” The amendment states: “Congress 

shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 

abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 

petition the government for a redress of grievances.” With this clause we do not have to worry about the 

government imposing a religion on us. Nor, do we need to worry about loosing the free exercise of 

religion. We are free to worship as we please. In fact, this is why many people came to this country, 

including many German Lutherans who immigrated here to avoid the forced Prussian Union of Kaiser 

Wilhelm III in the early part of the 19th century. In order to unite his country he forced a union of the 

Lutheran and the Protestant (Reformed) churches so there would only be two churches in the realm - 

Protestant and Catholic. 

   It is a shame that in today’s society so many people do not take advantage of this freedom of religion. 

Instead they use their freedom to worship no god at all. This is also a freedom God Himself gives us in 

this life. He doesn’t force us to worship Him, although He desires that we do. In fact, He offers us the 

wonderful gift of forgiveness and salvation through Christ, but does not insist that we take it. Instead, He 

works in our heart by His Spirit to bring us to faith. However, the Scriptures do say that when Christ 

returns every tongue will confess His name and worship Him whether they want to or not. Philippians 2 

says,  “Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

   What a privilege it is to worship the Lord now and in all eternity! Thank God for that freedom! 


