
 
 
March 15, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
The Scriptures encourage us to trust in the Lord. Ps. 37:3-4 says, “Trust in the Lord, and do good; dwell in 
the land and befriend faithfulness. Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your 
heart.” Now, as ever, we are to put our hope and trust in the Lord, our Creator and Redeemer. The news 
is dominated by Covid-19, a microscopic enemy that cannot be seen with the naked eye. Sounds like 
another enemy, we cannot see, who prowls around like a ferocious lion. Surely, Satan does not want us 
to trust in the Lord or worship Him. He will not stop us, for He who is in us is greater than he who is in 
the world. We are not dominated by fear, nor are we driven by our own resourcefulness. We depend on 
the one and only God (1st Commandment). 
 
With the advice given to us by the governing authorities we believe that it is wise to suspend public 
worship for the time being. This is a decision I have made by consulting with Trinity’s Council, Elders, 
Circuit Pastors and other Pastors of the Michigan District. The decision is based on the 4th 
Commandment, respect for authority and the 5th Commandment, respect for human life.  Out of respect 
for the 3rd Commandment, I will be working with our staff to deliver messages electronically via 
Facebook and other online platforms. I will also be consulting with our staff and the Elders to determine 
how best to continue pastoral care, during these trying times. We will also be seeking the best way to 
communicate this decision to our congregation and community. Likely, we will need to adjust our plans 
and communication in the days and weeks ahead. The collective support and encouragement of the 
body of Christ is essential at such a time as this. 
 
Please keep our church, community, nation and world in your prayers. Trust in the Lord! 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Michael J. Roth 
 


