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I don't know if this year is any worse than any

other, but I sure do hear a lot of complaining,

and find myself doing the same. I think the

whole nation is a little stressed. We have

been dealing with the coronavirus pandemic,

the national elections, kidnapping plots,

unrest in major cities, racial tensions,

economic crises, natural disasters, and the list

goes on. In addition to these national events

many of you have had health concerns,

marital troubles, parenting problems, layoffs,

financial concerns and the list goes on. Yet,

God is good and gracious and kind to His

people.

To the Philippians, from prison, Paul writes:

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say,

rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to

5

everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be

6

anxious about anything, but in everything by

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let

your requests be made known to God. And

7

the peace of God, which surpasses all

understanding, will guard your hearts and

your minds in Christ Jesus. (Phil. 4:4-7)

The key to these verses is the little

prepositional phrase "in everything." It is easy

to rejoice when everything is going great.

Peace is easy when there is no threat or

conflict. This was not the case for Paul or the

Philippians. Neither is it the case for us; not

now or ever. Life in this world has never been

easy and it never will be. Yet, God is good

and gracious and kind to His people.

Paul says that we are not to be anxious about

anything. This probably seems like an

impossibility. Anxiety runs high in our society,

even around the world. I am willing to bet it

has been pretty high in your home and life

also. We do not have to think hard to list the

number of things we are anxious about. I

listed a few in the first paragraph. Anxiety

seems like the natural thing. So, the question

is, how do we rid ourselves of anxiety? Paul's

answer—prayer and supplication with

thanksgiving. In prayer we turn

everything over to God and let Him

handle it, not just the big things, but

the small things too. He will not let

you down; trust in Him.

Supplications are our requests, and

they are legitimate too. Asking God

to give us health and income and

reconciliation, and whatever else is

important to us, is not wrong or

untrusting of Him. But when we

come before God, we are

acknowledging our dependence on

Him and praying, "Your will be

done." But I believe the key is in the

word "thanksgiving." The more time

we spend in thanksgiving the less

time or desire we have for

complaining. If we only step back

for a moment to reflect on our

blessings we will realize our God is

good and gracious and kind to His

people.

None of us would deny that it has

been an unusual and difficult year.

We are not surprised and do not

really blame anyone for

complaining. We even understand

and identify with the high level of

anxiety that exists individually and

collectively in our society. However,

as the people of God, we are filled

with hope and peace and rejoicing.

We have a Savior who suffered and

endured more than we will ever

know, so that we would have joy

and peace with God. This same God

also has, and will continue, to care

for us throughout our life's journey.

He always has in the past and He

always will in the future; because

our God is good and gracious and

kind to His people. Therefore, in

everything—give thanks!
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Excerpt from the Stephen

Ministries CAREMAIL

"Over the past several months,

each time I leave my sister's

house, I've gotten used to

hearing my six-year-old niece

call out, "Aunt Amity, air hug!"

Then we both stretch out our

arms and hug the air from six

feet away.

Social distancing has been a

major adjustment for me—air

hugs are no substitute for the

real thing. It can be even more

painful for someone who is

grieving and can't receive the

comfort of a hug or the actual

presence of a caring person. And

the person's family and friends

desperately want to be there

for them, but they may feel

helpless and unsure of what

they can do when they can't

actually be there.

I spoke recently with a woman

whose best friend had lost a

family member. Typically, she

would've hurried off to be

there with her friend to listen,

care, and offer hugs—but that

just isn't possible right now.

One thing she told me she

can do, though, is send her

friend the four Journeying

through Grief books. She said

that each time she puts a

book in the mail, it's like

giving a "a hug from afar."

I've sent Journeying through

Grief to friends and family

dozens of times over the

years, and I hadn't thought of it as giving a hug before. But

when I read the notes people have written to thank me for

sending them, it reminds me just how powerful these books

are, even when I can't be there myself. The simple act of

sending these books can really make a difference from a

distance."

Our Trinity Stephen Ministry has provided 'Journeying through

Grief' to our members, and their families for the past several

years. If you have suffered a loss and could benefit from

receiving them, please contact Betty Perrone in the church

office or speak to John or Sheila Kroonblawd or Pastor Roth.



Steve Cayo;

Gerhardt Doroh, WL;

Dorothy Duschek;

Dianne Fernan;

Gladys Grieger;

Ellie Grimm, WT;

Keene Evans, Battle Creek

Bob Humberg, CT;

Joan Jasper;

Elsie Jasper;

David Karsten;

Catherine Klug;

Shirley Krumrie, WT

Judy Lambrecht;

Dallas Miltibarger;

Dorothy Mutz; CT;

Linda Pedde;

Anna Pesko, WL;

Deanna Reschke; WL

Jean Roberts, WT;

Fern Schmaltz;

Elizabeth Schults, RM

Adele Schultz;

Lydia Sharpe;

Martha Tilly

Edna Volkers, WT;

Jack Wagner; CP

Lillian Wendt, WT;

Diane Woodford;

Henry & Lydia Zacha;

Duane Ziemke, VA;

Tom & Joan Zonka

Please encourage our

homebound members

and others you may

know to watch Worship

for Shut-Ins, Sunday

mornings at 11:00 a.m.

on WHME-channel 46.

If you or someone you

know has become

homebound & would like

a Pastoral visit, please

call the Church Office at

(269) 983-5000.

Homebound Members

BG-Berrien General, CM-Country Manor Bridgman, CP-Crown Point, CT-Caretel,

GA-Golden Age, J-Jordan's, OG-Orchard Grove, PR-Pine Ridge; RM-Royalton Manor,

WL-Willows, WRR-Wild River Rest Buchanan, WT-Whitcomb Towers,

WTB-Woodland Terrace Bridgman, WW-West Woods Niles
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As the COVID 19 Pandemic continues to drag on, so does our stress during this trying

time. Our Stephen Ministers are currently providing care strictly through 'Telecare',

Telecare is care that is provided through phone calls, FaceTime, video chats, or other

electronic means. Please don't hesitate to reach out to Betty Perrone at (269) 470-0745

or (269) 983-5000 if you might be interested in getting connected with a Stephen

Minister you could talk with!

STEPHEN MINISTERS CARE FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE:

� Anxiety or Loneliness

� Job Loss

� Grieving

� Health Issues

� In a Crisis

� The Family & Friends of People in Crisis

(This is only a few examples of potential care-giving situations.)

Our Stephen Ministers are Here to Care!

Stephen Ministry is our congregation's one-to-one caregiving ministry. God works through Stephen Ministers to

plant a seed of hope and healing in a person whose life seems barren and forlorn because of some crisis or

tragedy. We are here to walk with you! We will pray for you and with you as these crises arise. We are trained to

be good listeners and never judgmental. Everything discussed with a Stephen Minister is held in strict confidence.

Reach out today to have a Stephen Minister connect with you!

Stephen Ministry

MEMORIALS

The following have made a gift to Trinity Lutheran or School

In memory of Sharon Tescallo:

Sylvia Lieberg

In memory of Brigitte Scheffler:

Bruno & Agathe Lehmann

Edyth Hedman

Ursula Henkel

In memory of Reinhard Lippert:

Rich Hackbarth

In memory of Dorothy Winters:

Steven and Anne Krieger

Pete and Linda Fellows

Barbara Johnson

Charles and Catherine Kruggel

John and Mary Robinson

Dale and Joyce Gano

Robert and Joanne Weikart

In memory of Paul Granigan:

Fred and Beth Wassilak

In memory of Walter Gresens:

Fred and Beth Wassilak
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ADULT MINISTRY

ADULT SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDIES

To align with the Governor’s Executive Orders, all in-

person Bible Studies this fall will be small groups,

exercising appropriate social distancing and face

masks will be required. The tables, chairs and

common surfaces will be sanitized before and after

each group uses the space. Participants are asked to

bring their own Bibles, pens and other materials.

Contact the Church Office if this is something you are

interested in, and we will get you connected to a Small

Group. We ask you to sign up in advance, to ensure

your seat due the limited seats available for each

class.

SUNDAY

Gospel Readings of the Church Year – ZOOM ON-LINE BIBLE

STUDY (On-going and in progress)

In this study we will discuss the Gospel reading for the day. The

Gospel text carries the theme for the Sundays of the Church

Year. As we gather together, online via Zoom, we are ensconced

in the safety of our own home, yet able to see fellow

participates and engage in edifying discussion. A weekly

discussion handout will be mailed each week the participants.

LEADER: Pastor Michael Roth

ONLINE: (contact the church office for the Zoom login link)

TIME: Sundays, 9:15-10:15 a.m.

NUMBER OUR DAYS, Christian Time Management — SMALL

GROUP STUDY

"Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart

of wisdom." Psalm 90:12. If you do not have time to go to this

time management study, then you do not have time to not go

to this study! Work, Home, family, organizations, and even

church, so heavily demand our time. It should be no surprise

that people feel overwhelmed and under stress. They feel out of

control as if sinking in quicksand. In addition, we all have the

stress of the pandemic and a nation in turmoil. What we have

in this study of Christian Time Management is a new fresh

approach at how we look at time, ourselves, Christ, Scripture,

stress and guilt which should change our whole way of thinking

about time as applied to our lifetime.

LEADER: Tom Bird

LOCATION: Church Fellowship Hall

TIME: Sundays, 9:15-10:15 a.m.

SOJOURNING WITH CHRIST, a Study on I Peter

SMALL GROUP STUDY

The Christian church is having less and less of a voice in the

21st century. Our position as "cultural leader" is being

replaced by secular culture. Our beliefs are ignored, at best,

and ridiculed, at worst. What now? In his First Epistle, St.

Peter writes to a people in a situation not very different from

our own. They were followers of Christ who desperately

wanted to hang on to their Savior amidst persecution and

suffering. St. Peter comforts them and gives them divine

guidance on how to think, speak, and act in this world.

LEADER: Vicar Alvaro Witt Duarte

LOCATION: 2nd floor of School, Rm #205

TIME: Sundays, 9:15-10:15 a.m.

MONDAY

Life Light Bible Study "Prophecy"—SMALL GROUP STUDY

This study is part of the Life Light Bible study series of in-

depth studies of Bible books. The goal of Life Light is that

through a regular program of in-depth personal and group

study of Scripture, more and more Christian adults may grow

in their personal faith in Jesus Christ. Prophecy examines Old

Testament promises and the fulfillment of those promises in

the New Testament, the School of Prophets, the end of the

world, and much more.

LEADER: Pastor Roth

LOCATION: Lighthouse Café

TIME: Mondays 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.

TUESDAY

Book Study on Martin Luther’s "Large Catechism"

"What does this mean?" Perhaps the most Lutheran of all

questions. In The Small Catechism Luther teaches

fundamental truths of our Christian faith. In his Large

Catechism he dives a bit deeper. I invite you to follow Luther’s

example. "I must still read and study the catechism daily, and

yet I cannot master it as I wish, but must remain a child and

pupil of the catechism—and I also do so gladly." Let us do

this together through the wit, wisdom, but above all, faith of

Martin Luther. The version we’ll use may be found on

Concordia Publishing House’s website. It comes with questions

to aid us in our learning. Be sure to order the Samuel Janzow

version.

https://www.cph.org/p-572-luthers-large-catechism.aspx

TIME: Tuesdays 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

ONLINE: (contact the church office for the Zoom login link)

LEADER: Vicar Alvaro Witt Duarte

Adult Instruction Class (Began 9/22/20)

Membership Class or Review of Christian Doctrine

This is a class that is designed for those who would like to

learn about the Christian faith from a Lutheran perspective. It

prepares people for membership in the Lutheran Church and

Trinity. It is a great way to get your questions answered in an

informal and non-threatening atmosphere. Childcare and all

the necessary materials are provided. The following topic will

be covered: God’s Word; God’s Grace; The Triune God; Jesus

Christ; The Holy Spirit; The Sacrament of Holy Baptism; The

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper ; Living the New Life of Faith;

Fulfilling the Great Commission and Living the Great

Commandment; Rejoicing in God’s Gift of Community;

Integrating into the Life of the Church.

Contact the church office to sign up.

TIME: Tuesdays 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

LOCATION: Ministry Center

LEADER: Pastor Roth

WEDNESDAY

Son-Risers Bible Study Lutheran Spirituality – Prayer (Sharing

our Faith) —SMALL GROUP STUDY

Spirituality is a common term today, but what does it mean? To

find the right answer, Lutheran Spirituality directs adult Bible

study participants to God's Word. Lutheran Spirituality explores

the Bible, Luther's Small Catechism, and the Lutheran hymnal

as integral resources for living out our faith in a spiritually

confused--and confusing--world. In His Word, the Lord teaches

His believers to pray. It is through prayer, and His grace, that

we can approach His throne with our praise, confessions,

fears...everything! This study encourages participants to rejoice

in prayer as a great privilege, to follow the guidance of the

Holy Spirit as they pray, to approach God the Father in prayer

with faith in Jesus as their Intercessor, to join with the

congregation in praying for the world, and so much more.

Sessions include: Our Secret Vocation; The Intercession of

Jesus; The Gift of Prayer; Praying with Jesus; Complaining;

Congregational Prayer

TIME: Wednesdays 6:45 – 7:45 a.m.

LOCATION: Lighthouse Café

LEADER: Pastor Roth

"THE WIRED WORD" Starts 9/16 – SMALL GROUP STUDY

The Wired Word class uses questions and Scripture

considerations from current events, topics, and happenings in

the United States and around the world as a basis for adult,

intelligent and provocative discussions. Members of the class

are truly thinking about their beliefs and the Biblical

applications to their own day-to-day lives.

LEADER: Rich Hackbarth

LOCATION: Lighthouse Café

TIME 6:30-8 p.m.

All Bible Studies and Groups are dependent upon the State Guidelines.

Please call and verify as the dates get closer.
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All Bible Studies and Groups are dependent upon the State Guidelines. Please call and verify as the dates get closer.

DAILY

"Jn831" Facebook Daily Study and Discussion

This is a daily, online devotional discussion in a Facebook

group. Jn831 is a reference to John 8:31 – Jesus said, "If you

abide in my word, you are truly my disciples." Even when

meeting face to face is not possible, we can still read the Word

together and share some encouraging thoughts. Join the group

and participate as you are able.

LEADER: Pastor Michael Roth

LOCATION: Facebook Private Group

TIME: Available Daily, 5:00 a.m.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Jn831/

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY (Preschool through 4th Grade)

We began in person Children's Sunday School on September

13th. This is open to children ages 3-4th grade and we will

meet at 9:15 in the Children's Ministry Room. This year we will

be using Simply Loved by Group Publishing, this curriculum

walks through the Bible with your child and helps to form a

strong relationship in Christ. We will also be sending out online

materials that you can do with your child if you prefer to teach

them in your home as opposed to in person Sunday School. If

you have any questions regarding Trinity's Children's Ministry

please contact Melissa Graham at

Melissa.graham@discovertrinity.org. We're excited to dive into

God's Word together this year!

YOUTH MINISTRY – SENIOR HIGH

SUNDAY

HIGH SCHOOL \ YOUTH GROUP

Join us for relevant Bible studies, games, and snacks! If you

have any questions, please contact Melissa Graham. Activities

will vary throughout the year. At this time the High School

Youth Group will be meeting outside, rather than in the

building. If the schools go to E-Learning, we will need to switch

to an On-Line format as well. Contact the church office to be

added to the email list for this group.

LEADER: Melissa Graham

LOCATION: Solid Rock Café (outside as weather permits)

TIME: Sundays, 6:30-8:00 p.m.

YOUTH MINISTRY – JUNIOR HIGH

WEDNESDAY

PUBLIC SCHOOL CONFIRMATION:

Confirmation will be held on Wednesday evenings, from 6-

7:30pm. We will be meeting In-Person, but will be able to

switch to an On-Line format if the need arises. Classes will be

held on the 2nd floor of the school. Please enter through the

back-Canopy Door, and proceed to the 2nd floor, room #205. If

your child is not in our day school but would like to be

confirmed and you have not received any information about it

please email Melissa Graham at melissa.graham@

discovertrinity.org to be placed on our email list.

FRIDAY

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP

Jr High Youth Group will continue to meet during the school

year and the calendar will be posted soon! And will continue

as long as it meets the State COVID Guidelines.

We are in need of adult volunteers that are interested in

making real life connections with you in our congregation and

community! If you are interested in volunteering or would just

like more information, please contact Melissa Graham at

269-983-5000, ext. 410.

SUNDAY

5TH & 6TH GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School for 5th and 6th grade will meet in the 4th

grade room, located upstairs of the school at 9:15 on Sundays

with Mrs. Terry Bird. They will be going through the Bible

together and getting prepared for Confirmation. If you have

any questions about Sunday School please contact Melissa

Graham at melissa.graham@discovertrinity.org

SUPPORT GROUPS and CARING MINISTRIES

Stephen Ministries

Mission: Christ caring for people through people.

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who

receive special training to provide one-to-one Christian care

to people experiencing challenges in life- such as grief,

loneliness, divorce, job loss, anxiety, and many other life

difficulties. God didn’t plan for you to have to carry the

burdens of life by yourself! Let our Stephen Ministers walk

with you! To learn how to receive care from a Stephen

Minister, or if you have an interest in becoming a Stephen

Minister, contact Pastor Roth, a Stephen Leader, or the church

office.

STEPHEN LEADERS: Pastor Michael J. Roth, John

Kroonblawd, Sheila Kroonblawd, and Betty Perrone

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

MUSIC MINISTRY at Trinity Lutheran Church

Want to do something but not sure what? If you sing or play an

instrument, contact Paula Steuernagel at

paula.steuernagel@discovertrinity.org or (269) 983-3056, ext.

113 to get connected to serve the church with your musical

talent. We are utilizing Soloist and Duets (family units) for both

our On-Line Worships and our Sunday Morning Worships.

WOMEN'S BOOK CLUB

Join other women for a lively discussion of a book of the

Month. Check the Women’s Ministry page in the Connected for

the current book selection. The Book Club meets on the third

Saturday of the month.

LEADER: Nancy Pedde

TIME: 10:30-11:30 a.m.

PLACE: Lookout Park, Red Arrow Hwy, SJ

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE FAMILY

Trinity, through its Family Activity Team offers some very

exciting family-oriented events during the year. They are

designed to bring adults and children together for fellowship,

laughter, learning and fun. We are trying to plan some events

that will allow for Social Distancing. Watch this newsletter for

more information.

FAMILY MINISTRIES

Watch for video devotions coming soon to our Church Facebook

Page.

Please don't hesitate to contact the Church

Office at 983-5000, if you have any questions.
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I Thessalonians 5: 16-17

"Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give

thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of

God in Christ Jesus for you."

We celebrate the very American holiday of

Thanksgiving this month. As people of God, the

Lord encourages us to practice giving thanks at

all times. We are asked to continually point our

hearts and the hearts of our family to the LORD.

Someone told me that the word "grace" could be

defined as "delightful kindness." That is a

beautiful picture of how our LORD deals with us.

Continue to remind yourself and your family of

the grace of our GOD; It is His delight to be

kind to us. He delights in sharing His

forgiveness and love. Let us all try to remember

to give thanks to His holy name, for His

goodness, forgiveness and loving kindness.

Mrs. Terry Bird

Principal

Veteran's Day remembrance and prayer.

Students and teachers will lift up in prayer all

Veterans , present service people and their

families in recognition and support.

Events

November 6 – Report Cards go Home

November 10, 12,13 - Parent/Teacher

Conferences

November 25-Early dismissal, 26, & 27 –

Thanksgiving Break

ECC November 2020

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for

you. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Scripture says to "Give thanks in all circumstances." In these

current days it may seem hard to give thanks or that we

have little for which to be thankful. However, as I reflect on

the past few months and look forward to the months to

come, I realize we have SO MUCH for which to be

thankful. Trinity ECC is thankful for each family that has

chosen to entrust their children in our care each and every

day. That is a total of 120 children we are blessed to teach

about Jesus Christ each day. We are thankful for the staff

that has chosen to serve these families by caring for their

children. That is 32 staff members, just in the ECC, who

willingly come to work to care for these amazing children.

We are thankful for the custodial staff who helps us

maintain a clean, safe and healthy center; who install any

number of things needing to be installed; who fix what

needs to be fixed and generally help whenever and where

ever we need it. We are thankful for Ministry staff who

supports us as well. Pastor, Paula, Vicar, Melissa, Terry, Scott

and many others who encourage us, support us and help

us to reach the 120 children who pass through our doors

every day. We are also so thankful for the members of

Trinity's congregation who have supported us in "prayer

without ceasing" this fall. We are grateful for the prayer

partners and the strength and encouragement that has

come from those relationships. We could not do what we

do without all of the support and prayers. Thank you again

for all you do for us. We "Rejoice Always" for you and with

you and we wish you God's Blessings as you celebrate this

Thanksgiving with your family and friends, however that

may look this year.

In Him

Robyn Adams

Trinity ECC, Director
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Youth, Children's, and Family Ministry

Jr High: Jr High Youth Group will continue to meet during the school year every other Thursday from 6:00-7:30 in

the Solid Rock. If you would like to be on our email list please contact the church office or Melissa at

melissa.graham@discovertrinity.org

5th & 6th Grade Sunday School: Sunday School for 5th and 6th grade will meet in the 4th grade room, located

upstairs of the school at 9:15 on Sundays with Mrs. Bird. They will be going through the Bible together and getting

prepared for Confirmation. If you have any questions about Sunday School please contact Melissa Graham at

melissa.graham@discovertrinity.org .

Confirmation: If your child is not in our day school, but would like to be confirmed and you have not received any

information about, it please email Melissa Graham at melissa.graham@discovertrinity.org to be placed on our email

list.

Sr High Youth: Sr High Youth group will meet outside the Solid Rock every Sunday from 6:30-8:00pm.

Children's Ministry

Children's Sunday School (Preschool through 4th Grade): This is open to children ages 3 through 4th grade and we

will meet at 9:15 in the Children's Ministry Room (lower level, by Fellowship Hall). This year we will be using Simply

Loved by Group Publishing, this curriculum walks through the Bible with your child and helps to form a strong

relationship in Christ. We will also be sending out online materials that you can do with your child if you prefer to

teach them in your home as opposed to in person Sunday School. If you have any questions regarding Trinity's

Children's Ministry please contact Melissa Graham at Melissa.graham@discovertrinity.org. We're excited to dive into

God's Word together this year!

Family Ministry: These are uncertain times that we are living in and everyone at Trinity is missing all the children

and families! While our ministry events for this month may be postponed or moved around that does not mean that

ministry stops. We are reminded in John 16:33 that Jesus has already overcome all our crises and worldly problems.

He says "I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But

take heart; I have overcome the world." We can find comfort in these words and know that this is just a season in our

lives, and seasons change. God has a plan for us far greater than we can ever imagine. Trinity is excited to see our

families at church and in our school again!

Women's Book Club

Due to the busy holiday season, we are combining our November/December Book Club We will meet Saturday December 5th, 10:30 at Stevensville Martins.

The book is by Cara WallDearly Beloved

Charles and Lily, James and Nan. They meet in Greenwich Village in 1963 when Charles and James are jointly hired to steward the historic Third Presbyterian Church through

turbulent times. Their personal differences however, threaten to tear them apart. Charles is destined to succeed his father as an esteemed professor of history at Harvard, until an

unorthodox lecture about faith leads him to ministry. How then, can he fall in love with Lily—fiercely intellectual, elegantly stern—after she tells him with certainty that she will

never believe in God? And yet, how can he not? James, the youngest son in a hardscrabble Chicago family, spent much of his youth angry at his alcoholic father and avoiding his

anxious mother. Nan grew up in Mississippi, the devout and beloved daughter of a minister and a debutante. James's escape from his desperate circumstances leads him to Nan and,

despite his skepticism of hope in all its forms, her gentle, constant faith changes the course of his life. The Dearly Beloved follows these two couples through decades of love and

friendship, jealousy and understanding, forgiveness and commitment. Against the backdrop of turbulent changes facing the city and the church's congregation, these four forge

improbable paths through their evolving relationships, each struggling with uncertainty, heartbreak, and joy. It's a poignant meditation on faith and reason, marriage and children,

and the ways we find meaning in our lives.

When: Saturday, Dec 5th Time: 10:30am

Place: Stevensville Martins Leader: Nancy Pedde

WOMEN'S MINISTRY

Everything is Subject to Change, Call to Confirm
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Those Serving

in the Armed

Forces

U.S. Marines

Gunnery Sgt Andrew C. Wedde, Marines, stationed at Fort

Detrick, Frederick, MD; Grandson of Irma Wedde

CPL Paul Jersey, Northstationed in Camp Lejeune,

Carolina; son of Tim & Jill Jersey

U.S. Army

PFC Riley Engel, stationed in Italy, grandson of Gus &

Judy Hinkelman

Daniel Bunge, stationed at Fort Leonard Wood for Basic

Training, Husband of Jessica (Drife) Bunge

U.S. Navy

Lt. Adam Roth, Naval Aviator, son of Rev. Michael and

Amy Roth

Lt. Mark Williams, Navy Pilot, stationed at Naval Air

Station Whidbey Island Oak Harbor, WA, nephew of Linda

Williams

Ensign Madeline Williams, Expeditionary Strike Group 3,

Great Niece of Linda Williams

FN Jun Iramiana, USS Boyer, LHD-4, Great Nephew of

Linda Williams

U.S. Air Force

Airman 1st Class, Evan Pyatt, US Air Force, stationed in

Travis AFB, California; Grandson of Bill & Margo Pyatt

Tech Sergeant, John Pyatt, US Air Force, stationed in

Minneapolis, son of Bill &

Margo Pyatt

Lt  Haleigh Wendzel, US Air Force, stationed in South.

Korea, daughter of Brad & Joyce Wendzel, granddaughter

of Alton & Millie Wendzel

Airman Kaden Wm Stock, stationed at Keesler Air Force

Base, Biloxi, Mississippi, Grandson of Mark & Sally Matzke

U.S. Coast Guard

AMT3 Camille and EM3 Kyle Crabtree, stationed in

Suffolk, VA, niece & nephew of Jan Dasse

Please keep all of our Servicemen and women in

your prayers. May God keep them safe from harm

and bring them home to their families soon.

If your family members status has changed,

please call the church office.

Stewardship

Prayerful Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving - the holiday - is just around the corner. It is typically

a time of fellowship with family and friends, and the sharing of a

bountiful meal. It is a time set aside once each year for pouring

out our thanks to God for all that He has provided for us over the

course of the past year. This time-honored tradition should never

be abandoned, but instead should be expanded. Like so often

happens in our busy lives today, things are minimized to small

sound bites, or brief moments in time, such that it sometimes feels

like we have reserved just this one day for being thankful. We do

not intentionally limit ourselves to this one moment in time for

offering our prayers of thanksgiving to God, it just seems to

naturally gravitate that way.

As we all know, 2020 has been an especially rough year on many

fronts. The coronavirus has not only magnified the already existing

trials and tribulations in our lives, but has indeed added to them in

the form of additional sickness, death, isolation, fear, job loss,

financial hardship, and so forth. HOWEVER, we always and

everywhere have something (someone) to be truly thankful for no

matter what our circumstances, and that is our Lord and Savior,

Jesus Christ. In John 16:33 He shares these comforting words, "I

have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In

the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have

overcome the world." I certainly think it is fair to say, that we have

had tribulation in our world in 2020, AND it is certainly also true

that we have had Jesus by our side – our rock and foundation to

see us through.

Now and always, it is right and appropriate to turn to God in

prayer and thanksgiving as we are instructed in Philippians 4:6,

"do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made

known to God." So, as we look ahead to putting 2020 behind us,

and facing the uncertain future before us, let us turn to God in

prayer and thanksgiving for ALL that He has given to us, and

asking for His grace and mercy as we move forward. Let us share

His light with others, that they too may find the peace and

salvation that we have in Christ.

I leave you with the words of Jesus from John 14:27, "Peace I

leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I

give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be

afraid."

May our hearts and minds be free of fear and trepidation, and

instead, be filled with Christ's peace! May they at all times be

overflowing with prayer and thanksgiving for all that God has

provided for us! May God continue to bless our great country and

each one of us! In the name of Jesus, Amen!

Respectfully submitted by John W. Bock
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

By Janet Frazier

"Pray without ceasing" is what each of us have been taught. It

seems even more relevant in the world we are now living in.

This article was found in the monthly newsletter "Renewal",

and submitted by Ellie Grimm.

October 1994

Prayer Power – Philemon 4:6. "Don't worry about anything,

instead pray about everything, tell God your needs and don't

forget to thank Him for His answers."

Prayer is a privilege. God's Word tells us to pray consistently. It

is a discipline that has natural consequences (rewards).

"Whoever would draw near to God must believe that He exists

and that He rewards those who seek Him." Hebrews 11:6

Being alone with God in prayer, in His presence, is a blessing.

We know He is a loving, caring Father who delights in

spending time with us. We can feel His nearness in our inner

being. God loves every one as though there were but one to

love. We get His undivided attention.

Another consequence (reward) of prayer is a quiet heart. We

are renewed and have a strengthening experience. Through

prayer our hearts and mind are opened to His guidance and

the Holy Spirit prays for us in ways we do not know. Our faith

is activated and we are enabled to assess our requests and

put them "to the Will of the Lord." Our faith produces an

attitude of hope and peace. Our worries are in God's hands

and we can trust Him for answers that will be for our good.

We are energized.

We deprive ourselves of a tremendous source of comfort and

strength if we do not take advantage of this gift from God.

Use your privilege as a child of the Father.

Heard in the pews:

A seven year old boy attending church with his parents noticed

a white flag with gold stars on it, and asked: "What's that

Daddy?"

His father whispered: "That's a reminder of all those who died

in service."

The youngster thought for a moment, than in a loud whisper

asked "Daddy, did they die in the 9:15 or the ll:00 o'clock

service?"

Thought:

The man who expects to go to heaven must take the time to

study the route that will take him there.

Dear Members of

Trinity

My name is Alison (Schmidt) Jakubs,

and I have been a teacher at Trinity

Lutheran School for 5 years. I came to

Trinity fresh out of college and taught

3rd grade for 2 years. In 2007, I

switched to teaching middle school

Language Arts and Social studies. I

have learned a great deal throughout

my 5 years of teaching, and I continue

to learn and grow with each new year.

In January 2019, I began a master's

program through Concordia University

Chicago. I am pursuing a Master of

Arts with a major in Reading

Education. The program focuses on

helping readers of all ages and

abilities, but it especially considers how

to help struggling readers. I have

learned how to implement various

assessments, interpret the results, and

plan individualized and differentiated

instruction to meet students' needs. My

hop is to use the skills to serve students

of all ages at Trinity. Already, I have

used strategies from my program to

better meet the needs of students in

my own classroom. Specifically, it has

helped me reshape how I present new

vocabulary words to my students, the

strategies I teach students to use when

reading, and even how I approach

teaching Social Studies (a content area

which requires a great deal of

reading).

It is thanks to the Memorial Trust that I

have been able to pursue this degree.

Due to existing loans from my

undergraduate degree, I would not

have been able to carry the financial

burden that comes from graduate

school. The money given to me

through the Memorial Trust has

enabled me to better serve my students

and their families. It has allowed me to

pursue higher education and continue

to push myself professionally. I will

complete my master's program in

December 2020, and I am eager to

utilize all that I have learned.

Thank you for your continued support,

Alison Jakubs
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OFFICIAL ACTS

Membership Gains

Transfers

Jim Duryee from Trinity Lutheran Church – Berrien

Springs, MI

Katie Doxtator, Drew (b) & Duke (b) from Life of

Christ Lutheran Church – Peoria, AZ

Carol Nagle from Immanuel Lutheran Church –

Bridgman, MI

Paul and Debbie Boughner, Madeline (c), Rebecca (c),

Emma (c), Victoria (b) from Immanuel Lutheran

Church – Bridgman, MI

Affirmation / Reaffirmation of Faith

Anne Marie (Hartman) Silvey, Jamison (b)

Membership Losses

Deaths

Bridgette Scheffler – died 9/2/20, buried 9/12/20

Sharon Tescallo – died 9/4/20, buried 9/11/20

Dorothy Winters – died 8/21/20, buried 9/18/20

Frederick Duryeee – died 9/14/20, buried 10/3/20

Removals / Release

Sandie Lieberg moving to Ft Myers, FL

Other Official Acts

Weddings

Thomas Redman & Hedwig Thornsberry – 9/20/20

November

Anniversaries

Art & Judy Schmidt 11/4/1978

Jerrold & Kim Wojahn 11/5/1994

Dean & Marilyn Schmaltz 11/6/1965 55th

Larry & Sue Engler 11/9/1985 35th

John & Marilyn Robbins 11/9/1963 57th

Craig & Jill Hubble 11/10/1990 30th

Gregg & Karen Beaudette 11/11/1989

Tyler & Emily Mathews 11/18/2017

Tom & Joan Zonka 11/21/1987

Charles & Carol Poll 11/22/1964 56th

Mark & Katie Hartfield 11/25/1995 25th

Eric & Cathy Siemans 11/26/1988

Bruce & Becky Chambers 11/28/1987

Steve & Linda Knuth 11/29/1969 51st

If you do not see your anniversary listed,

please call the Church Office at 983-5000 to

update your records.

Dear Trinity Family,

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, and thoughts to help me

through my procedures. I am very encouraged when I hear

from you. I am progressing well and will continue to need

your support. I know I am in the Lord's care.

Your Sister in Christ, Lorraine Eckert

THANK YOU!

We wish to thank the congregation and

Ladies Aid/LWML members for being so

supportive with the door offering on

LWML Sunday. We were able to send

$500 in to the MI District office where

monies will be sent to the National

Office so that the 13 Agencies that are

being funded by our mites may receive

our funding.  You aren't limited to just

giving on LWML Sunday. Donations are

accepted any time. Send to church office

or mark your donation LWML on your

offering envelope.

Again, thanks for your support!
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Soup Kitchen: 176 served 5 volunteers

(Note – numbers having been increasing. We increased the number of meals we prepared to 150 sack

lunches this month. Fortunately, the Soup Kitchen has been able to supplement with donations from the

community)

The Benton Harbor Soup Kitchen continues to serve the community through a sack lunch program. Due

COVID-19 and safety precautions, they are prevented from offering a hot meal to the many people who

come each day. It is unclear when these restrictions will be lifted. As time goes on, the challenge becomes

providing a meal that is portable and can be served cold. BBQ chicken thighs, potato salad, cookies,

butterfinger crisps, diced peaches, dinner roll and butter and white cheddar popcorn completed our sack

lunch. If you would like to help with the food preparation Monday evening, or bagging lunches on Tuesday

morning at 10 am, please contact Tracie Berghaus at 269-984-0040, ext. 200 or 313-674-4480.

Benevolent Fund, Community Dinner, Sort-N-Share, Sleeping Mat Ministry

Suspended due to COVID-19

Food Truck: Households –149, Individuals – 400, Seniors –134, Children –124, Veterans - 26

Volunteers – 14, Pounds of Food – 9,969

It was another beautiful sunny day for our Mobile Food Truck and cars were lined up around the block

prior to our starting. We had to enlist the help of some of our volunteers to provide "traffic control" and we

went through the food in a record 2 hours, sadly having to turn some people away. The "Drive Through"

version of the Mobile Food Truck continues to be met with rave reviews. Our volunteers have navigated

the change well and the event ran like a smooth oiled machine! As always, we are so thankful for their

helping hands and willing hearts. We again had pre-boxed produce and pre-boxed dairy and pray that

this program can continue. Thanks to a grant that Feeding America received they again provided a variety

of meats including steaks, ribs, roasts and whole chickens. We also included a pound or ground beef for

each family as well a locally grown watermelon from Kerlikowske Farms. Special thanks to Gem Farms for

their donation of beautiful roma tomatoes that were an add-on to our regular food distribution.
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Community Outreach Statistics September 2020

ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE

Because of the pandemic, we are currently doing the Monthly Mobile

Food Truck and the Soup Kitchen (which have been changed to Brown

Bag luncheons).  In light of that, we are asking for individually

packaged items such as, applesauce or fruit cups, individual size

packaged crackers  or cookies, individual chips or snack crackers.

We will also have a collection box and envelopes in the Welcome

Center for GFS gift cards and monetary donations to help fund

the cost of the Food Trucks.



Page 12

Connected

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL

CONGREGATIONAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT—2019/2020 FISCAL YEAR

July 1, 2020 through September 30, 2020

A more detailed

Treasurer's Report is

available for viewing in the

Church Office.

Respectfully submitted,

Gus Damaske, Treasurer

S.A.G.E.S

SAGES will not be meeting for the month of

November Due to the COVID 19 virus

Please stay tuned to the Church Newsletter as

to when we will be meeting again.

ANNUAL ACTUAL %OFANNUAL ANNUAL YTD ACTUAL %OFANNUAL

BUDGET YTD BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET YTD BUDGET

TOTALREVENUE $2,209,447.51 $678,725.64 30.72% $2,374,107.00 $699,530.04 $633,595.76 26.69%

TOTALEXPENSES $2,253,306.61 $587,882.36 26.09% $2,305,047.76 $580,454.17 $565,189.75 24.52%

REVENUEOVER/(UNDER)EXPENSES -$43,859.10 $90,843.28 -207.13% $69,059.24 $119,075.87 $68,406.01 99.05%

6/30/2020 9/30/2020

LONG-TERMDEBT

ChurchExtensionFundMortgage $620,675.10 ($16,971.26) $603,703.84

TOTALDEBT $620,675.10 ($16,971.26) $603,703.84

Over/(Under) to YTDOver/

WEEKLYENVELOPE&PLATE Contributions Meet Budget (Under)Budget

September6,2020 $17,138.00 $2,936.08 -$611.73

September13,2020 $15,543.00 $1,341.08 $729.35

September20,2020 $11,886.80 -$2,315.12 -$1,585.78

September27,2020 $8,669.37 -$5,532.55 -$7,118.33

Totals $53,237.17 -$3,570.52

WeeklyEnvelope&PlateBudgetNeeded: $14,201.92

CASHREPORT--SEPTEMBER, 2020

DAILYLOWBALANCE $581,374.81

DAILYHIGHBALANCE $680,825.39

DAILYAVERAGEFORTHEMONTH $624,549.71

GENERALFUND

2018-2019 2019-2020
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We Are Celebrating...

The following Trinity Members are celebrating birthdays this month:

If you do not see your birthday listed, please call the Church Office @

983-5000 to update your records. We indicate the age of members 80 years &

over. If you do not want your age listed, please contact the Church Office.

11/1 Deut. 34:1-12; Matt. 21:1-22

11/2 Jer. 1:1-19; Matt. 21:23-46

11/3 Jer. 3:6-4:2; Matt. 22:1-22

11/4 Jer. 5:1-19; Matt. 22:23-46

11/5 Jer. 7:1-29; Matt. 23:1-12

11/6 Jer. 8:18-9:12; Matt. 23:13-39

11/7 Jer. 11:1-23 (12:1-19:15); Matt. 24:1-28

11/8 Jer. 20:1-18; Matt. 24:29-51

11/9 Jer. 22:1-23; Matt. 25:1-13

11/10 Jer. 23:1-20; Matt. 25:14-30

11/11 Jer. 23:21-40; Matt. 25:31-46

11/12 Jer. 25:1-18; Matt. 26:1-19

11/13 Jer. 26:1-19 (Rev. 13:1-18); Matt. 26:20-35

11/14 Jer. 29:1-19 (Rev. 14:1-20); Matt. 26:36-56

11/15 Jer. 30:1-24 (Rev. 15:1-8); Matt. 26:57-75

11/16 Jer. 31:1-17, 22-34 (Rev. 16:1-21); Matt. 27:1-10

11/17 Jer. 33:1-22 (34:1-36:22; 45:1-51:64);

Matt. 27:11-32

11/18 Jer. 37:1-21 (Rev. 17:1-18); Matt. 27:33-56

11/19 Jer. 38:1-28 (39:1-44:30); Matt. 27:57-66

11/20 Dan. 1:1-21; Matt. 28:1-20

11/21 Dan. 2:1-23; Rev. 18:1-24

11/22 Dan. 2:24-49; Rev. 19:1-21

11/23 Dan. 3:1-30; Rev. 20:1-15

11/24 Dan. 4:1-37; Rev. 21:1-8

11/25 Dan. 5:1-30 (7:1-8:27); Rev. 21:9-27

11/26 Dan. 6:1-28 (9:1-27); Rev. 22:1-21

11/27 Is. 1:1-28; 1 Peter 1:1-12

11/28 Is. 2:1-22 (3:1-4:6); 1 Peter 1:13-25

11/29 Is. 5:1-25 (Amos 1:1-9:15); 1 Peter 2:1-12

11/30 Is. 6:1-7:9; 1 Peter 2:13-25

Sundays and Feast Days

11/1 (All Saints' Day)

Rev. 7:(2–8) 9–17; 1 John 3:1–3; Matt. 5:1–12

11/8 (Twenty–third S. a. Pentecost)

Amos 5:18–24; 1 Thess. 4:13–18; Matt. 23:1–13

11/15 (Twenty–fourth S. a. Pentecost)

Zeph. 1:7–16; 1 Thess. 5:1–11; Matt. 25:14–30

11/22 (Last S. of the Church Year)

Ezek. 34:11–16;20-24; 1 Cor. 15:20–28;

Matt. 25:31–46

11/26 (Thanksgiving Day)

Deut. 8:1–10; Phil. 4:6–20 or 1 Tim. 2:1–4;

Luke 17:11–19

Daily Lectionary

11/1 Marian Ganas, Brigitte Jakubowski, Jonathon Langdon

11/2 Mason Ernst

11/3

11/4 Robert Burger, Gavin Hubble, Beverly Selent*

11/5 Bonnie Russell

11/6 Danette Albrecht, Michael Brow

11/7 Rev. Thomas Batsky, Holly Mantei, Nick Stama Jr

11/8 Vivienne Moore

11/9 Judith Lambrecht, Christopher Reitz, Terri Rushlow

11/10 Isabella Lange, Richard Ridenour

11/11 Leslie Leitz, Erinn Malone, John Molter, Tamara O'Connor,

Pamela Shoemaker

11/12 Brent Engel, Janeen Zerbe

11/13 Nancy Clark, John Helsley Jr, Charles Ringer, Benjamin Roth

11/14 Fred Brecht *, Avry Schmidke

11/15 Peggy Block, Steve Fleisher, Gretchen Klank, Jan Schadler,

Jameson Wortman

11/16 Olivia Street

11/17 Glen Matz

11/18 Dana Hansen

11/19

11/20 Hannah Chlystek, Wayne J. Hedman, Jack Wagner Jr *

11/21 Pam Berry, Haley Davis, Linda Dine, Brennen Malone,

Beverly Ruis

11/22 Cheryl Bury

11/23 Shayna Hursitz, Heather Lambrecht

11/24 Chad Adam, Deana Reschke *, Janice Stouffer

11/25 Karen Gresens*, Molly-Kate Johnson, Britney Magley,

Tom Milnikel, James Plangger*

11/26 Harrison Iliff, Marilyn Mallonee *

11/27 Christi Eppard-Mangold, Sarah Johnson,

Hannah Kelly

11/28 Duncan Haynes, Jeannie Scharnowske,

Deanna Signor

11/29 Howard Kahne, Michael Mangold,

Kathi Mottl, Alec Wojahn

11/30 Trevor Knuth, Amy Schulz

*Special Birthdays
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Weekly Events

Sunday

Worship, 8 & 10:30a, Sanctuary

Gospels Readings of the Year, 9:15am Zoom

Number Our Days, 9:15am, CFH

Sojourning With Christ, 9:15am, Rm#205

Children's Sunday School, 9:15am, CMR

5th/6th Gr Bible Study, 9:15am, Rm#213

Senior High Youth Group, 6:30-8p, SRC

Monday

LifeLight “Prophecy”, 9:30-11am, LHC

Ministry Leadership Team Mtg, 3:30-5p, MC

Tuesday

Martin Luther's Large Catechism, 6:30-8p, Zoom

Adult Instruction Class, 6:30-8p, MC

Wednesday

Sunrisers'-'Prayer', 6:45-7:45a, LHC

School Chapel, pre-recorded

Public School Confirmation, 6-7:30p, Rm# 205

The Wired Word, 6:30-8p, LHC

Thursday

Adult Bible Study, 10-11a, LHC (Group A or

Group B)

ADDITIONAL EVENTS

Sunday, 11/1

Monday, 11/2

Executive Comm. Mtg, 5:30-6:30p, MC-2nd fl

Bd of Ed, 6:30-8:30p, MC-2nd fl

Tuesday, 11/3

Wednesday, 11/4

Thursday, 11/5

Jr. High Youth Grp, 5:30-7p, SRC outside

Friday, 11/6

Saturday, 11/7

Sunday, 11/8

Monday, 11/9

Plarn Gathering, 1-3p, LHC

Church Council Meeting, 6:30-9p, MC-2nd fl

Tuesday, 11/10

Martin Luther's birthday

Pastor's Winkel, 8:30-1p, Christ

Stephen Ministry Cont. Ed, 7-8:30p, Zoom

Wednesday, 11/11

Thursday, 11/12

Friday, 11/13

December Connected Articles Due

MOMS in Prayer, 2-3p, CFH

Saturday, 11/14

Sunday, 11/15

Monday, 11/16

Bd of Prop & Finance, 6:30-8:30p, MCB

Tuesday, 11/17

Crisis Team, 3:30-5p, School

Wednesday, 11/18

Thursday, 11/19

Mobile Food Pantry, 1p, MC parking lot

Jr High Youth Grp, 5:30-7p, SRC outside

Friday, 11/20

Saturday, 11/21

Sunday, 11/22

Monday, 11/23

Plarn Gathering, 1-3p, LHC

Bd of Elders Meeting, 6:30-9p, MC-2nd fl

Tuesday, 11/24

Soup Kitchen, 10a

Stephen Ministry Peer Supervision,

6:30-7:30p

Wednesday, 11/25

Thanksgiving Eve Worship, S, 6:30p

Thursday, 11/26

Thanksgiving Day

Campus Closed

Friday, 11/27

Thanksgiving Break

Campus Closed

Saturday, 11/28

Sunday, 11/29

Monday, 11/30

November Connected Articles Due, Friday, Nov 13th

Stephen Ministry Continuing Ed, Tues. Nov. 10th, 7-8p, Zoom

Mobile Food Pantry, Thursday, Nov 19th, 1:00p, MC Parking lot

Soup Kitchen, Tuesday, Nov 24th, 10a

Stephen Ministry Peer Supervision, Tues, Nov 24th, 6:30-7:30p

Thanksgiving Eve Worship, Wed. Nov. 25th, 6:30pm

Women's Book Club, (meeting Dec. 5th)

Annual Food Drive to support Social Ministry, Nov. 1st-24th

This Month at Trinity

November 2020

CFH-Christian Fellowship Hall; CMR-Children’s Ministry Room; LHC-Lighthouse Café; LHL-

Lighthouse Lounge; MC-Ministry Center; MCB-Ministry Center Boardroom; S-Sanctuary; SRC-

Solid Rock Café; SCH-School; WC-Welcome Center

PLEASE NOTE...

EVERYTHING IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE & DEPENDANT UPON SAFE RE-OPENING GUIDELINES
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288 Peace Blvd.
St. Joseph, MI 49085

269-556-9050
www.cienafacilities.com

A

Community

David S. Miller D.D.S.David S. Miller D.D.S.
824 Napier Ave., St. Joseph

Office: 269-983-4371
Fax: 269-983-5304

FAMILY DENTISTRY

 2-D-3-5  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0549

Jan Yelding
Independent Beauty Consultant
(269) 637-5645 • Cell (269) 470-5645

jyelding@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/jyelding

 FREE
 Make-overs

Adent’s
Landscape Supplies, Inc.

465 W. Glenlord Road
Saint Joseph, MI 49085

269-428-0200
Specializing in:

PROCESSED TOPSOIL
STONE • MULCH • COMPOST

www.adentslandscapesupplies.com
WHERE BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPES BEGIN!

J. Joseph Daly • Randy S, Hyrns
Craig P. Jennings • Richard A. Racht

James J. Riemland

BittnerJennings.com

	 Hand	crafted	 Locally	inspired	 Serving	lunch
	 beer	 New-American	 &	dinner
	 	 menu
721	Pleasant	St.	•	Downtown	St.	Joseph	(behind	the	post	office)

269.281.7100	•	silverharborbrewing.com

EAT. DRINK. BEER HAPPY.

St. Joseph     Dowagiac     New Buffalo  
Decatur     Berrien Springs     Buchanan

www.starksfamilyfh.com  269-556-9450

Dr. Charles Howenstine
Dr. Theresa Burt

Dr. Stephanie Grider

(269) 281-8080
www.StJosephDentistry.net

 • ROOFING
 • SIDING & WINDOWS
 • INSULATION
 • GUTTERS
 • MASONRY

Serving South West Michigan’s Lake Shore
 1-888-766-3014 www.LakefrontRoof.com

Come Visit Our
Coloma Design &
Selection Center
6603 Red Arrow Hwy

269-468-3128
BigCLumber.com

Contact Dave Polansky to place an ad today! 
dpolansky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6326 

 Deerpath
 Excavating, Inc.

Excavating Needs
Septic System Repairs

Michael Demski
President

(269) 461-6128
Cell (269) 208-5180



Non-Profit Organization

U.S. Postage

PAID

St. Joseph, MI 49085

Permit No. 301

Trinity Lutheran Church & School

619 Main Street

St. Joseph MI 49085

Newsletter Submissions

To meet publication deadlines, all

articles must be received by the

2nd Friday of each month.

Please don't forget to include your

phone contact information!

Turn information into the Church Office

in person, by fax 983-8933, or e-mail

to betty.perrone@discovertrinity.org

Questions? Suggestions?

Contact Betty Perrone at Church office.

Faith In Verse - Blurring Our Vision (LSB 788)

Forgive us, Lord, for feast that knows not fast,

For joy in things that meanwhile starve the soul,

For walls and wars that that hide Your mercies vast

And blur our vision of the Kingdom goal. (Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness, v.5)

We live today in a culture that at times seems to be founded upon the principle of "More." We are

encouraged by modern media to crave after phones with more features than the year before, cars

that have more electronic gadgets than the year before, or houses that have more kitchen and closet

space than the ones we own today. Cutting back or restraining ourselves is often overlooked or even

just ignored in the rush to feast upon the many things we can buy. Now gaining possessions is not in

itself a bad thing, but it can lead to some harmful spiritual consequences.

One of those consequences is that we begin to find more joy in the additional material things we

acquire than in the spirtual gifts that God so richly offers us. Our soul thrives on feeding upon the

wealth found in the Word, not in expensive cars and granite countertops. If allowed to consume our

attention, material objects can starve a soul until it becomes a shadow of what God intends it to be

and we may slowly but surely slip into spiritual apathy. Our joy must always be focused on God's

grace and salvation in order for us to live fully in His kingdom. Anything less is a problem that must

be faced with a repentant heart.

Even more apparent in this election year are the walls that many build between themselves and their

neighbors based upon differences of opinion over a political candidate or a political issue. As

important as an election is, the most important issue for Christians is whether we reflect the love of

God to our neighbors so that they can see His mercy and love in us. This election will make its bang

and then disappear into the dust of history, but the passions and divisions aroused by election year

rhetoric can corrode our vision just like placing too much joy in material objects . The war of words in

an election year pale before the words of the Gospel which we live and proclaim among our

neighbors. Pray that our vision remains clear and the values we set for our lives are the same as the

goals of God's Kingdom.


