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Isaiah 42:14-21 
For a long time I have held my peace; 

    I have kept still and restrained 
myself; 

now I will cry out like a woman in labor; 
    I will gasp and pant. 

15 I will lay waste mountains and hills, 
    and dry up all their vegetation; 
I will turn the rivers into islands,  

    and dry up the pools. 
16 And I will lead the blind 

    in a way that they do not know, 
in paths that they have not known 

    I will guide them. 
I will turn the darkness before them 

into light, 
    the rough places into level ground. 

These are the things I do, 
    and I do not forsake them. 

17 They are turned back and utterly put 
to shame, 

    who trust in carved idols, 
who say to metal images, 

    “You are our gods.” 
Israel's Failure to Hear and See 

18 Hear, you deaf, 
    and look, you blind, that you may 

see! 
19 Who is blind but my servant, 

    or deaf as my messenger whom I 
send? 

Who is blind as my dedicated one,  
    or blind as the servant of the Lord? 
20 He sees many things, but does not 

observe them; 
    his ears are open, but he does not 

hear. 
21 The Lord was pleased, for his 

righteousness' sake, 
    to magnify his law and make it 

glorious. 
 

We Will Be Delivered 
 

In the words of Isaiah, the Lord compares Himself to a woman 
who is going into labor. For a period of time He held back and 
allowed the Israelites to dig themselves into their present 
hole. Because of their idolatry and rebellion, the Lord allowed 
the Babylonians to destroy their city and temple and carry 
them off to captivity. But, like a pregnant woman, 
childbearing and labor would not last forever. The child will be 
delivered. God’s people in Babylon would return home to 
their land and their heritage. 
 
In dramatic fashion Isaiah describes how God will make a way 
through the wilderness for the people to travel. What is more, 
even the blind will be given sight, darkness will be turned to 
light and the Lord would guide His people home. Of course, 
there is a greater fulfillment in these words, which will come 
about when the Messiah, the Servant of the Lord appears. 
This is a messianic prophecy concerning Jesus, who would give 
sight to the blind and be the Light of the world. 
 
Like the lying prophets of old and the idolatrous people of 
that day, there are still those who are blind to the ways of the 
Lord. There are those who do not see and do not hear. Their 
condition brings shame and despair on them and those who 
follow them. In our day and age this would be those who do 
not know the Lord. During this fearful time of the coronavirus 
pandemic, when people’s health and livelihoods are at risk, 
those who do not lean on the Lord have no where else to 
turn. The carved idols of economic security, of modern 
medicine, of our privileged way of life cannot help us. Our 
only hope is in the Lord. To Him we turn for sight and light and 
guidance, indeed for deliverance. He will deliver us, as a 
woman her child, despite the crying, gasping and panting that 
may occur along the way. Our hope and our peace are in the 
Lord! 
 
Most holy heavenly Father, deliver us we pray, from the 
infirmities of our day; protect us from sickness, despair and 
temptations, that we might glory in You, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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