
Welcome back. Pastor Gerber here again.  Today, it’s out with the old and in with the new. 
Testaments, that is! We wrapped up the Old Testament last session and today we venture into the 
New Testament. Which begs the question: Why is there a New Testament? Because a new promise 
is made in Jesus that would save God’s people from their sins. There were about 400 years between 
the last book of the Old Testament, Malachi, and the birth of Jesus. 

There are 4 books in the New Testament called the Gospels. They are Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John. The word Gospel means ‘good news. 

So what is this good news that is found in these books?  Jesus lived a perfect life, died for your sins 
and mine and then rose to life to defeat sin, death, and the devil! How awesome is that?! 

The Gospels are a biography of Jesus. However, they give a very incomplete view of his whole life. 
Can you imagine how long they would be if they chronicled every aspect of His 33 years on earth? 
The Gospels are eyewitness testimonies of Jesus’ life, especially the last few years of it. The first 3 
gospels Matthew, Mark, and Luke, are very similar. We call them the Synoptic gospels. Syn- meaning 
same and –optic meaning view. They, for the most part, give us the same view of the story of Jesus. 
However, each of them have different focuses of that view. 

John’s Gospel account is much different, focusing more on the words and teachings of Jesus. His 
account was written much later than the other 3. 

Matthew was one of Jesus’ 12 disciples and a Jew. His job before following Jesus was as a tax 
collector. This meant that he was hated by many people and probably dishonest. Tax collectors 
made their living by charging each person a little bit more than what they actually owed. The tax 
collectors would then pocket the difference. Everyone know what was happening, but they couldn’t 
do anything about it. Matthew focused on showing the Jewish people that Jesus really was the 
Messiah, which means anointed one. 

Mark was a friend of Peter. Peter was one of Jesus’ disciples. Mark wrote down what Peter preached 
to the people he came in contact with on his missionary journey. Mark is the shortest gospel and is 
most ‘to the point’ of the four gospels. Half the book is written about the last week of Jesus’ life! 
Many believe that it was the first Gospel written. Mark’s gospel account focused on sharing with the 
Roman people and how Jesus was a servant. 

Luke was a friend of Paul, a doctor, and a Gentile, or a non-Jew. Luke didn’t witness Jesus’ life, but 
researched all about it before writing his gospel account. He actually tells us this in the very 
beginning. Luke was brought up in the Greek culture so his style and audience is much different 
than those of Matthew and Mark. Luke also wrote the book of Acts. If the book of John wasn’t 
between Luke and Acts, it would read as one continuous story. Luke’s focus was more on Jesus’ 
humanity than his Godliness. 

John was a fisherman and one of Jesus’ disciples. He was also Jesus’ cousin. John often refers to 
himself as the disciple whom Jesus loved. John was probably Jesus’ favorite disciple, if he played 
favorites, that is. John also wrote the book of Revelation while he was imprisoned on an island. 
John’s gospel account focused more on Jesus’ Godliness than his humanity. 



So, are these the only 4 gospels? Well, yes and no. There are about 80 other Gospels that didn’t 
make it into the Bible. If you’ve read the DaVinci Code, you may have heard of a few other gospel 
accounts. Contrary to what the book states (remember, the book is a fiction book. It’s not a true 
story), these other gospels weren’t covered up to try and hide some of Jesus’ flaws or to hide the 
fact that he was married with kids. They didn’t make it into the Bible because they either weren’t 
historically true, they focused on unimportant parts of Jesus’ life, or they didn’t agree that Jesus was 
fully man and fully God. 

Some of the gospel accounts that didn’t make it into the Bible were the Gospel of Thomas, the 
Gospel of Peter, the Gospel of Mary, and the Gospel of Judas. 

The main point of the true gospel accounts, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, is to teach us the good 
news about the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus and that we are all called to share that good 
news! 

That’s all for today. As always, let me know if you have any questions. See you next time! 

 


