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Most years in southwest Michigan we are

wondering if it will be a white Christmas. This

year we are wondering if it will be a safe

Christmas. As I write this, Thanksgiving is less

than 2 weeks away and the local health

department and the CDC are advising against

traveling to visit family for the holidays. For so

many, this is heartbreaking. Not being with

family over the holidays; how can this be? With

the cases and deaths due to the coronavirus

continuing to remain unacceptably high, in

addition to wearing masks and social

distancing, the best medical advice is to close

ranks and don't venture out of your circle. That

means, we should not travel to other parts of

the country or state to visit family that we have

not been in close contact. There is a good

chance that this advise will extend beyond the

Thanksgiving weekend to Christmas and New

Year's.

Beyond asking, who is coming for Christmas, or

what shall we do to celebrate, is the question,

will it be a safe Christmas? Well, it sure wasn't

for Jesus. When God's Son came into our world,

He was subject to all the dangers and hostilities

of a sin-filled, fallen world. While in the womb,

He made the treacherous journey from

Nazareth to Bethlehem. Either on foot or the

back of a donkey, this would not have been

advised by medical professionals then, or now.

When the Holy Family arrived in Bethlehem,

there was no suitable room for them, so they

camped out in a barn or a cave, with livestock.

Before different accommodations could be

found, Mary gave birth, without a midwife or a

doctor. Jesus was wrapped in cloth and laid in a

manger, where animals would normally feed.

Not the most sterile environment, to say the

least.

Although Mary and Jesus survived the less than

ideal birth, the danger was not over. Jesus was

still not safe. When the magi came from the

east to worship Him, they inadvertently tipped

off wicked, blood thirsty, King Herod. Enraged

that there was another King of the Jews, Herod

determined to kill this newborn Child. He sent

his posse to Bethlehem and they just started

killing boy babies, up to two years of

age. Because God had warned Joseph

in a dream, they were on their way

with Jesus to Egypt. Again, safely out

of the reach of Herod, Jesus was still

not safe.

During His earthly ministry there were

several attempts on Jesus' life. Each

time, by divine intervention, His

capture and death were avoided.

Even though Jerusalem was not a safe

place to be, Jesus had work to do

there.But in the end, Jesus was

betrayed, arrested and tried as a

criminal. The Jewish authorities were

out for blood and the Romans were

happy to oblige. They then nailed Him

to a cross, crucifying this Man, simply

because He loved all people and

came to forgive their sins. It turned

out that this world was not at all safe

for Jesus.

Jesus knew what He was getting into

when He came into our world. In fact,

it was the brokenness and

treacherousness of this world that

drew Him here. He came into our

world to rescue us from the treachery

of sin and death. His dying on the

cross was for us, in our place. But

death could not hold Him. He rose

victorious from the grave to secure a

safe place in heaven for us. Until we

reach our heavenly home there will

be dangers and disappointments,

tragedies and tribulations. The world

we live in is not a safe place. Neither

was it for Jesus. Yet, we can rest

securely in Him, knowing that He will

deliver us one day.

Whether you can be with family and

friends for Christmas, or not, you can

celebrate the most precious Gift of a

Savior. May you have a blessed and

safe Christmas!
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WOMEN'S MINISTRY

Everything is Subject to Change, Call to Confirm

LADIES AID

Dear Trinity Lutheran Ladies,

Time is flying, it is already the last month of 2020. We can reflect on the

year as a year of uncertainty, yet growth, and saving the environment. We

Kicked off the year by finally putting down Amazon bushfire & giving the

environment a chance to heal during the lockdown period. With industries

shut and people staying at home, the Ganga water became cleaner after

decades and the air became so clear we could actually see Mt. Everest

from Bihar.

With all the uncertainty of the Covid virus we have persevered with Gods

goodness and direction. Families have spent more time together getting

reacquainted and really developing relationships. Building family time

together, praying together, playing together! The one upside to celebrating

the holidays during a pandemic? With so many typical events canceled,

you'll have time to really slow down and partake in nearly forgotten family

traditions. Think like your grandma, or your great-grandma for that matter:

How would she have celebrated the holidays? Making a secret family

recipe with your kids is just one example of how you can use the lack of

holiday stress to your advantage.

As the year 2020 comes to an end and we prepare for Christmas time, we

need to reflex on the true meaning of what this really means to YOU!

Christmas is a time to reflect on the Love of Christ. He gave up His crown,

comfort and endured the pain of the cross for us.

Jesus came to earth to teach and to save us, and He gave up the comforts

of being the son of God, King of all Kings, to serve and to fulfill what He

was sent to do. While on earth, He taught, performed miracles and was

being hailed as King of the Jews before His death. Yet, being an earthly

King was not why He came to earth. He wanted us to receive eternal life

by sacrificing His heavenly royal position to be human. Being the son of

God gave Him authority over the enemy, yet He chose to give up His crown

and comfort to endure the cross for us!

In 42 days, on Friday, December 25th, we may celebrate with family and

friends a little differently than in past years. Social distancing and the

wearing of a mask is needed for protection from the virus. We are being

more conscious of washing our hands and our older population. We have

moved in a direction of survival, staying safe, God's direction, God's grace,

God's protection. Although coronavirus may cancel some holiday festivities,

it will never cancel our holiday cheer!

Due to the COVID Restrictions, the Ladies Aid will not be meeting in

December, but look forward to being together again in the spring!

This is why His birth and life should be celebrated and why our family

make Him the center of our CHRISTMAS!

WOMEN'S BOOK CLUB

Due to the COVID Restrictions, the Book Club will not be meeting in

December. We will discuss our book when we able to join together again

in January.



Steve Cayo;

Gerhardt Doroh, ;CT

Dianne Fernan;

Gladys Grieger;

Ellie Grimm, WT;

Keene Evans, Battle Creek

Bob Humberg, CT;

Joan Jasper;

Elsie Jasper;

David Karsten;

Catherine Klug;

Shirley Krumrie, WT

Judy Lambrecht;

Dallas Miltibarger;

Dorothy Mutz; CT;

Linda Pedde;

Anna Pesko, WL;

Deanna Reschke; WL

Jean Roberts, WT;

Fern Schmaltz;

Elizabeth Schults, RM

Adele Schultz;

Lydia Sharpe;

Martha Tilly

Edna Volkers, WT;

Lillian Wendt, WT;

Henry & Lydia Zacha;

Duane Ziemke, VA;

Tom & Joan Zonka

Please encourage our

homebound members

and others you may

know to watch Worship

for Shut-Ins, Sunday

mornings at 11:00 a.m.

on WHME-channel 46.

If you or someone you

know has become

homebound & would like

a Pastoral visit, please

call the Church Office at

(269) 983-5000.

Homebound Members

BG-Berrien General, CM-Country Manor Bridgman, CP-Crown Point, CT-Caretel,

GA-Golden Age, J-Jordan's, OG-Orchard Grove, PR-Pine Ridge; RM-Royalton Manor,

WL-Willows, WRR-Wild River Rest Buchanan, WT-Whitcomb Towers,

WTB-Woodland Terrace Bridgman, WW-West Woods Niles
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During this trying time of isolation and confusion in our country, our stress levels increase.

It can leave us feeling Alone, Frightened, Confused and sometimes Overwhelmed! Please

don't hesitate to reach out to Betty Perrone at (269) 470-0745 or (269) 983-5000 if you

might be interested in getting connected with a Stephen Minister you could talk with!

STEPHEN MINISTERS CARE FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE:

� Anxiety or Loneliness

� Health Issues

� In a Crisis

� Dying

(This is only a few examples of potential care-giving situations.)

Our Stephen Ministers are currently providing care strictly through 'Telecare',

Telecare is care that is provided through phone calls, FaceTime, video chats, or other electronic means. As the

pandemic improves, you would be able to meet with them face to face.

Our Stephen Ministers are Here to Care!

Stephen Ministry is our congregation's one-to-one caregiving ministry. God works through Stephen Ministers to

plant a seed of hope and healing in a person whose life seems barren and forlorn because of some crisis or

tragedy.Stephen Ministers are here to walk with you! Stephen Ministers will pray for you and with you as these

crises arise. Stephen Ministers are trained to be good listeners and never judgmental. Everything discussed with a

Stephen Minister is held in strict confidence. Reach out today to have a Stephen Minister connected with you!

Stephen Ministry

MEMORIALS

The following have made a gift to Trinity Lutheran or School

In memory of Jack and Marion Wagner:

Gene and Judy Ball

Jeff and Rhonda Barchett

Fred and Janet Brecht

Eleanor Dorow

Rich Hackbarth

Robert and Patricia Hauch

Judy Hell

John and Paula Jakubs

Sylvia Lieberg

Mary Ellen Mammina

Louise Mueller

Tony and Cindy Olson

Fred and Joyce Ruthsatz

Eldon Spletzer

Norma Truhn

Shirley Truhn

Linda Williams

Helen Winnie

In memory of Brigitte Scheffler:

Judy Andres
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Life Development Classes for Fall 2020
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ADULT MINISTRY

ADULT SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDIES

To align with the Governor’s Executive Orders, all in-

person Bible Studies this fall will be small groups,

exercising appropriate social distancing and face

masks will be required. The tables, chairs and

common surfaces will be sanitized before and after

each group uses the space. Participants are asked to

bring their own Bibles, pens and other materials.

Contact the Church Office if this is something you are

interested in, and we will get you connected to a Small

Group. We ask you to sign up in advance, to ensure

your seat due the limited seats available for each

class.

SUNDAY

Gospel Readings of the Church Year – ZOOM ON-LINE BIBLE

STUDY (On-going and in progress)

In this study we will discuss the Gospel reading for the day. The

Gospel text carries the theme for the Sundays of the Church

Year. As we gather together, online via Zoom, we are ensconced

in the safety of our own home, yet able to see fellow

participates and engage in edifying discussion. A weekly

discussion handout will be mailed each week the participants.

LEADER: Pastor Michael Roth

ONLINE: (contact the church office for the Zoom login link)

TIME: Sundays, 9:15-10:15 a.m.

THE WHOLE CHRISTMAS PACKAGE

The baby Jesus is the greatest gift from God our Father!  In the

midst of this 2020 pandemic we need more than ever the hope

and fulfillment of The Lord's promises anew during this

Advent/Christmas season.  In many ways it will not be like any

Christmas we've had before. In our Sunday morning Bible study

we will take a deep, unique look at the inspired Gospel stories

of the coming of Jesus.  There will be A Comparison/Contrast

with the gospel of Matthew's birth narrative and the gospel of

Luke's birth story.  We will look at similarities and differences.

We will see the emphasis and purposes of both writers. What is

the connection of Matthew's story with Joseph and Moses of the

Old Testament?  What are the 5 fulfillment citations from the

promises of the Old Testament?  What are the “call” patterns of

the angels to Zechariah and Mary and others in the story?

What is the connection between Jesus and John the Baptist in

their messages? Now more that ever we need the assurances

that “God is with us” in Jesus Christ.  Join us on Sundays

starting on December 6th as we wrap up THE WHOLE

CHRISTMAS PACKAGE.

LEADER: Tom Bird

LOCATION: Church Fellowship Hall

TIME: Sundays, 9:15-10:15 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

Son-Risers Bible Study Lutheran Spirituality – Prayer

(Sharing our Faith) —SMALL GROUP STUDY

Spirituality is a common term today, but what does it mean?

To find the right answer, Lutheran Spirituality directs adult

Bible study participants to God's Word. Lutheran Spirituality

explores the Bible, Luther's Small Catechism, and the

Lutheran hymnal as integral resources for living out our faith

in a spiritually confused--and confusing--world. In His Word,

the Lord teaches His believers to pray. It is through prayer,

and His grace, that we can approach His throne with our

praise, confessions, fears...everything! This study encourages

participants to rejoice in prayer as a great privilege, to follow

the guidance of the Holy Spirit as they pray, to approach God

the Father in prayer with faith in Jesus as their Intercessor, to

join with the congregation in praying for the world, and so

much more.

Sessions include: Our Secret Vocation; The Intercession of

Jesus; The Gift of Prayer; Praying with Jesus; Complaining;

Congregational Prayer

TIME: Wednesdays 6:45 – 7:45 a.m.

LOCATION: Lighthouse Café

LEADER: Pastor Roth

DAILY

"Jn831" Facebook Daily Study and Discussion

This is a daily, online devotional discussion in a Facebook

group. Jn831 is a reference to John 8:31 – Jesus said, "If you

abide in my word, you are truly my disciples." Even when

meeting face to face is not possible, we can still read the Word

together and share some encouraging thoughts. Join the

group and participate as you are able.

LEADER: Pastor Michael Roth

LOCATION: Facebook Private Group

TIME: Available Daily, 5:00 a.m.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Jn831/

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY (Preschool through 4th Grade)

In person Children's Sunday School-This is open to children

ages 3-4th grade and we will meet at 9:15 in the Children's

Ministry Room. This year we will be using Simply Loved by

Group Publishing, this curriculum walks through the Bible

with your child and helps to form a strong relationship in

Christ. We will also be sending out online materials that you

can do with your child if you prefer to teach them in your

home as opposed to in person Sunday School. If you have any

questions regarding Trinity's Children's Ministry please contact

Melissa Graham at Melissa.graham@discovertrinity.org. We're

excited to dive into God's Word together this year!

5TH / 6TH GRADE BIBLE STUDY

Sunday School for 5th and 6th grade will meet in the 4th grade

room, located upstairs of the school at 9:15 on Sundays with

Mrs.Bird. They will be going through the Bible together and

getting prepared for Confirmation.

YOUTH MINISTRY – SENIOR HIGH

SUNDAY

HIGH SCHOOL \ YOUTH GROUP

We will need to switch to an On-Line format. Contact the church

office to be added to the email list for this group.

LEADER: Melissa Graham

TIME: Sundays, 6:30-8:00 p.m.

YOUTH MINISTRY – JUNIOR HIGH

WEDNESDAY

PUBLIC SCHOOL CONFIRMATION:

Confirmation will be held on Wednesday evenings, from 6-

7:30pm. We will be meeting In-Person, but will be able to

switch to an On-Line format if the need arises. Classes will be

held on the 2nd floor of the school. Please enter through the

back-Canopy Door, and proceed to the 2nd floor, room #205.

If your child is not in our day school but would like to be

confirmed and you have not received any information about it

please email Melissa Graham at melissa.graham@

discovertrinity.org to be placed on our email list.

FRIDAY

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP

Jr High: Jr High Youth Group will meet on Zoom due to Covid.

If you would like to be on our email list please contact the

church office or Melissa at melissa.graham@discovertrinity.org

All Bible Studies and Groups are dependent upon the State Guidelines.

Please call and verify as the dates get closer.
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All Bible Studies and Groups are dependent upon the State Guidelines. Please call and verify as the dates get closer.

SUPPORT GROUPS and CARING MINISTRIES

Stephen Ministries

Mission: Christ caring for people through people.

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who

receive special training to provide one-to-one Christian care to

people experiencing challenges in life- such as grief, loneliness,

divorce, job loss, anxiety, and many other life difficulties. God

didn’t plan for you to have to carry the burdens of life by

yourself! Let our Stephen Ministers walk with you! To learn how

to receive care from a Stephen Minister, or if you have an

interest in becoming a Stephen Minister, contact Pastor Roth, a

Stephen Leader, or the church office.

STEPHEN LEADERS: Pastor Michael J. Roth, John Kroonblawd,

Sheila Kroonblawd, and Betty Perrone

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

MUSIC MINISTRY at Trinity Lutheran Church

Want to do something but not sure what? If you sing or play

an instrument, contact Paula Steuernagel at

paula.steuernagel@discovertrinity.org or (269) 983-3056,

ext. 113 to get connected to serve the church with your musical

talent. We are utilizing Soloist and Duets (family units) for

both our On-Line Worships and our Sunday Morning

Worships.

WOMEN'S BOOK CLUB

Join other women for a lively discussion of a book of the

Month. Check the Women’s Ministry page in the Connected for

the current book selection.

LEADER: Nancy Pedde

TIME: 10:30-11:30 a.m.

PLACE: TBD

Please don't hesitate to contact the Church

Office at 983-5000, if you have any questions.

OFFICIAL ACTS

Membership Gains

Baptisms

Adeline Zaluckyj – born 8/15/20, baptized 10/4/20 – daughter

of Michael & Jordan (Krieger) Zaluckyj

Sophia Weaver – born 9/5/20, baptized 10/18/20 – daughter of

Jared & Stephanie (Juhl) Weaver

Membership Losses

Deaths

Jack Wagner – died 10/13/20, buried 10/23/20

Diane Wood ford – died 7/18/20, buried – private committal

Transfers

Rev. James and Elizabeth Eggert – to First Lutheran Church,

Charlotte, MI

2021 CHURCH

OFFERING

ENVELOPES

Offering envelopes are now

available in the Welcome Center.

If you did not receive any

envelopes and would like a box,

please contact Jenna Wood at

269-983-5000. Any envelopes

not picked up after December

will be available for pick up at

the Ministry Center.
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School

Trinity Lutheran School has many blessings to count this

Christmas season.

� The terrific staff who is serving our students and parents

with their dedication and love.

� Our Pastor Roth who shares the importance of Christian

Education with others.

� Our students and families have a desire for Christian

education that is undeniable.

� Good health and amazing scientific discoveries towards

cures and vaccinations.

� Trinity Lutheran Congregation and members continue to

show their support by prayer, volunteering and

donations.  This support has continued for over 150

years.

� Praise be to God who is the giver of all good gifts.

Especially this time of year we remember how the Lord

sent His only Son to be born in Bethlehem for you and

me.  What a terrific message to spread as the angels

and the shepherds did so long ago. “Born is the King of

Israel!”

May the joy of our Savior be yours,

Mrs. Bird

ECC November 2020

Merry Christmas Everyone! I can hardly believe

it is finally December. 2020 has been one very

long year. We have had hardships to be sure,

but we have been blessed beyond measure as

well. This year may not have looked like any

other, but we are blessed to have been able to

stay open to care for our families. We have been

busy making gifts for our parents at Christmas

and playing outside as much as possible. Those

warm days in November were SO NICE! We

love making stars and playing with our nativity

sets. The Christmas story is a favorite here in the

Early Childhood Center and we share it as often

as we can. Twice as often this month!! We wish

you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy

New Year. May God bless you and your

families!!

Blessings,

Robyn Adams, Director
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Youth, Children's, and Family Ministry

Jr High Youth

Jr High Youth Group will continue to meet on Zoom due to Covid. If you would

like to be on our email list please contact the church office or Melissa at

melissa.graham@discovertrinity.org

5th & 6th Grade Sunday School

Sunday School for 5th and 6th grade will meet in the 4th grade room, located

upstairs of the school at 9:15 on Sundays with Mrs.Bird. They will be going

through the Bible together and getting prepared for Confirmation. If you have

any questions about Sunday School please contact Melissa Graham at

melissa.graham@discovertrinity.org

Confirmation

If your child is not in our day school but would like to be confirmed and you have

not received any information about it please email Melissa Graham at

melissa.graham@discovertrinity.org to be placed on our email list.

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY (Preschool through 4th Grade)

In person Children's Sunday School This is open to children ages 3-4th grade and

we will meet at 9:15 in the Children's Ministry Room. This year we will be using

Simply Loved by Group Publishing, this curriculum walks through the Bible with your

child and helps to form a strong relationship in Christ. We will also be sending out

online materials that you can do with your child if you prefer to teach them in your

home as opposed to in person Sunday School. If you have any questions regarding

Trinity's Children's Ministry please contact Melissa Graham at

Melissa.graham@discovertrinity.org. We're excited to dive into God's Word together

this year!

Sr High Youth

Sr High Youth group will meet over Zoom. If you would like more information about

this please email Melissa Graham at melissa.graham@discovertrinity.org.

Family Ministry

Last month we sent out 200 Advent Kits to families in the ECC, school, and church

families. These kits included an Advent Calendar, Advent Family Devotions, and an

ornament craft for families to do together. If you did not receive one but would like

one please contact Melissa Graham.

CHRISMONS – A LABOR OF LOVE: Chrismon ornaments

were originated and first made for use on the Christmas tree

of Ascension Lutheran Church in Danville, Virginia in 1957,

by a church member. The designs are monograms of, and

symbols for, our Lord Jesus Christ. The name “Chrismon” is a

combination of parts of two words: CHRISt and MONogram.

Because these designs have been used by His followers since

biblical times, they are the heritage of all Christians and

serve to remind each of us of the One we follow.

In 1962 when hearing about these special ornaments, our

ladies met to create the symbolic ornaments from written

directions furnished by the ladies of that small Lutheran

church. Using styrofoam, glue, gold beads, sequins, artificial

flowers, pipe cleaners, pearls, glitter, anything that could be

used to create, our women lovingly and creatively began

cutting, gluing, twisting, pinning, and more, using patterns

(still available) for the ornaments. Almost every year since

then, our fragile ornaments have decorated our two

Chrismon Trees.

However, each year, more and more repairs had to be done

on the original fragile ornaments. And so, in the year 2010,

our women again met as a group to replace the crumbling

original ones. Newer and better materials were available

now which could be used in the new Chrismons. Sadly the

beaded crowns on the very top of each tree, which Mrs. Gus

(Pearl) Radde had beautifully created in 1962 needed to be

replaced.

All Chrismons are made in the colors of white and gold. White is

the liturgical color for Christmas and refers to our Lord’s purity

and perfection. Gold refers to His majesty and glory. The tiny

white lights symbolize Christ is the Light of the world. When you

understand the symbols, our Chrismon trees will be complete.

These symbolic ornaments cannot be purchased. Each Chrismon

is handmade by a Christian as an act of worship to Christ. You

may gift one to someone.

Wishing each and every one of you a Blessed Christmas. Come

to Ladies Aid this month and hear more of Christmas as

celebrated at Trinity.

FROM THE ARCHIVES

By Janet Frazier

WORKSHOP FOR MAKING CHRISMONS -

September 29, 2010; 12 ladies pictured, but

approximately 18 ladies came to help.
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Those Serving

in the Armed

Forces

U.S. Marines

Gunnery Sgt Andrew C. Wedde, Marines, stationed at Fort

Detrick, in Fredrick, MD; Grandson of Irma Wedde

CPL Paul Jersey, stationed in Camp Lejeune, Stationed in

North Carolina; son of Tim & Jill Jersey

U.S. Army

PPFC Riley Engel, stationed in North Carolina, grandson

of Gus & Judy Hinkelman

Daniel Bunge, stationed at Fort Leonard Wood for Basic

Training, Husband of Jessica (Drife) Bunge

U.S. Navy

Lt. Adam Roth, Naval Aviator, son of Rev. Michael and

Amy Roth

Lt. Mark Williams, Navy Pilot, stationed at Naval Air

Station, Whidbey Island, Oak Harbor, WA

Ensign Madeline Williams, Expeditionary Strike Group 3,

Great Niece of Linda Williams

FN Jun Iramiana, USS Boyer, LHD-4, Great Nephew of

Linda Williams

U.S. Air Force

Airman 1st Class, Evan Pyatt, US Air Force, stationed in

Travis AFB, California, Grandson of Bill & Margo Pyatt

Tech Sergeant, John Pyatt, US Air Force, returned from

the Middle East, stationed in Minneapolis, MN, son of Bill

& Margo Pyatt

Lt, Haleigh Wendzel, US Air Force, stationed in South

Korea, daughter of Brad & Joyce Wendzel, granddaughter

of Alton & Millie Wendzel

U.S. Coast Guard

AMT3 Camille and EM3 Kyle Crabtree, stationed in

Suffolk, VA, niece & nephew of Jan Dasse

Please keep all of our Servicemen and women in your prayers.

Especially during this COVID19 Pandemic, we ask that you will

keep hese Servicemen and Women in prayer for God'st

protection from the virus, as they serve to help those

afflicted by it.

"May God keep them safe from harm and

bring them home to their families soon."

If your family members status has changed, please call the

church office.

Stewardship

Thanksgiving

Throughout his epistles and his preaching recorded in the Book of

Acts, St. Paul refers, in one way or another, to thanksgiving and

thankfulness nearly 50 times. Whether vertically toward God, or

horizontally toward the neighbor, thanksgiving is a major theme

within St. Paul's body of work.

What does this mean? It means thankfulness is intrinsic to the life

of those baptized into Christ. In other words, giving thanks is what

Christians do as they live out their lives in this world.

The problem is that we often forget this. Consider your average,

run-of-the-mill, normal day. When you get home, and your

parents, your spouse or your children ask about your day, what

first comes to your mind? After 99 percent of things went right,

went exactly as planned, were enjoyable and blessings, we tend to

focus on and remember the 1 percent of things that went poorly,

that didn't go as planned, and that were nuisances.

We remember the bad things. We focus on discontent. And we fail

to give thanks in all circumstances for everything (Eph. 5:20) and

to rejoice in the Lord always (Phil. 4:4).

Thankfulness and contentment go together. We are content with

things for which we are thankful. St. Paul could be content with

having plenty or when in need because He gave thanks to the

Lord for all things. He thanked the Lord for those who had prayed

for him and listened to his proclamation of the Gospel. He gave

thanks for their good works in and for the Church of Christ. He

gave thanks for the grace of God in Christ Jesus and found that

God's grace was sufficient for him.

So, give thanks for all things and in all circumstances dear

brothers and sisters in Christ. For you have been saved from sin,

death, and hell by the death and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus

Christ. You have been added to the very family of God in an

adoption of grace through Holy Baptism. God is your Father. Our

Lord, Jesus Christ is your brother.

But He not only provides for your spiritual well-being, He cares

also for this body and life. Your Father in heaven provides food

and clothes, house and home, husband, wife, and children. He

gives you reason and all your senses. He has given you the raw

talents that you have developed into careers. Everything you are

and everything that you have is a gift from His fatherly divine

goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in you.

Give thanks for these things. Make a list – every morning if you

must. Say them out loud. Sing about them within the congregation

of the saints. And remember this: God has given you these things

so that you may be of service to those around you – your family,

your neighbors, your brothers and sisters in Christ. For to whom

much is given; much shall be required (Luke 12:48).

Used with permission LCMS
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It is Advent—a time to reflect, pray, and

worship the Christ who came, who

comes, and who will come again.

Imagine the world some two thousand

years ago in the weeks before the birth

of the Babe of Bethlehem. People were

busy doing whatever it was that defined

their lives at that moment. For some, it

was struggling against hunger, fear,

and desperation. For others, it was

enjoying their wealth and ease. For yet

others, it was simply dealing with the

pressures of their lives. But for all, the

weeks we call "Advent" were just days

and nights lived in darkness.

And indeed, it is a dark world. God had

created the world to live in union with

Him. He had breathed life into the

father of our race, Adam, a creature of

dust. He had formed Eve from the side

of Adam and had joined the two

together and to Himself. How bright the

world must have been as Eden lived in

harmony with the Creator.

But darkness came. Those created and

loved by God rebelled against Him,

bringing a darkness that permeated all

creation. Death had entered through

sin, and as the children of Adam filled

the world, they took with them the

darkness of that dreadful day in Eden

when sin and death entered the world.

It was a world of darkness cut off from

the source of all light, the Creator. Yet a

light was breaking into the world. A

young girl carried in her virgin womb a

Son. This daughter of Eve was about to

give birth to the One who would be the

light of the world. This infant would

reverse forever the horror of humanity's

fall into sin and death and darkness. This

was the miracle of miracles: our human

sister Mary became, by the power of the

Holy Spirit, the mother of God, the

bearer of the Savior of the world.

No human eye could perceive it that

night. All that could be seen was a child.

Yet this child would forever destroy the

darkness, for He brought life into death,

and His light was to be the light of the

world.

Every force of Satan would seek to put

that light out. Herod would attempt to

destroy Him by killing every male infant.

Scribes and Pharisees would seek to

silence Him as He spoke words of life.

Failing to silence Him, they would seek to

kill Him. Some thirty-three years after the

first Christmas, the Babe of Bethlehem

would be nailed to a cross. But this is what

He had come to do. The Advent story,

including the culminating Christmas story, is

about a baby who had been born to die—yet

not just to die but to be placed in the utter

darkness of a tomb and on Easter morning

to burst forth from the tomb. When the child

of Mary rose from the grave, the light that

began at Bethlehem shone so brightly that

no one can put it out.

This Advent, we gather in the name of Jesus

and consider His great story anew. The Jesse

Tree is filled with symbols telling the story of

Jesus from creation to His second coming.

The story of the Bible, Old and New

Testaments alike, is the story of Jesus. He is

the Seed of Jesse's tree. He is the Root of

Jesse's tree. He is the Life of Jesse's tree. And

He is the Firstfruit of Jesse's tree. As the

Church will sing with the angels on

Christmas Day, "To God on high be glory and

peace to all the earth" (LSB 383).

COME AND JOIN TOGETHER FOR THE

ADVENT MID-WEEK WORSHIPS,

WEDNESDAYS AT 6:30PM.

2020 ADVENT & CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES

THE JESSE TREE IS THE JESUS TREE!

"There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit." (Isaiah 11:1)

Mid-week Advent Worships:

Wed. December 2nd, 6:30pm

Wed. December 9th, 6:30pm

Wed. December 16th, 6:30pm

Christmas Eve Worships:

December 24th –

Noon – family style worship

4pm – family style worship

6:30pm – candlelight service (no communion)

11:00pm – candlelight service with communion

Christmas Day Worship:

December 25th, 10:00am with communion

New Year's Eve Worship:

December 31st, 6:30pm with communion
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December

Anniversaries

Mr. & Mrs Michael Ziemke 12/8/1989

John & Sheila Kroonblawd 12/9/1989

Mike & Dawn Marquardt 12/13/2001

James & Jeri Cook 12/14/1957 63rd

Tim & Jill Jersey 12/17/1988

Edward & Colleen Siedenstrang 12/17/1988

Marty & Tracie Berghaus 12/19/1998

Jack & Susan Barnes 12/20/1974

John & Karen Burllington 12/22/1968 52nd

Maurice & Pamela Bakken 12/23/1982

Ben & Amy Iliff 12/31/2009

If you do not see your anniversary listed,

please call the Church Office at 983-5000 to

update your records.

Here in the time of gift-giving, the music department

at Trinity has been blessed with two amazing gifts.

Steve and Mary Shuler have given a financial gift used

to purchase a new electronic keyboard for the balcony

of the church. Their gift, in memory of their daughter

Shelley, allowed us to purchase a new Yamaha

Clavinova CLP685 keyboard and a powered amplifier.

You may have already heard the beautiful keyboard in

use during Sunday services here at Trinity. The

commemorative plaque reads, "to the glory of God

and in loving memory of Michelle "Shelley" Shuler".

And Karen Gresens has graciously given us Walter

Gresens' Yamaha Clavinova for the Lighthouse Café.

Walter used this keyboard for many years to compose

arrangements, music, and to practice. This replaces

the electronic keyboard that was no longer working

properly in the Lighthouse Café. The plaque reads "to

the glory of God and in loving memory of Walter F.

Gresens, music director at Trinity Lutheran Church, St.

Joseph, Michigan".

We are so blessed and thankful to have kind, open-

hearted people to support the work of the music

department in praise of God our Creator.

From the desk of Paula Steuernagel
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Soup Kitchen: 98 served 5 volunteers

The Benton Harbor Soup Kitchen continues to serve the community through a sack lunch program. Due

COVID-19 and safety precautions, they are prevented from offering a hot sit down meal to the many

people who come each day. It is unclear when these restrictions will be lifted. Beginning in November, we

are excited to be able to offer hot meals again – still on a carryout basis. This does add some logistical

challenges, but it is wonderful to have more flexibility in menu planning and to be able to offer more

variety than cold sack lunches afford. If you would like to help with the food preparation Monday evening,

or bagging lunches on Tuesday morning at 10 am, please contact Tracie Berghaus at 269-984-0040, ext.

200 or 313-674-4480.

Benevolent Fund, Community Dinner, Sort-N-Share, Sleeping Mat Ministry

Suspended due to COVID-19

Food Truck: Households –128, Individuals – 341, Seniors –122, Children –105, Veterans - 21,

Volunteers – 9, Pounds of Food – 6815

Blessed to be a blessing. That is what we at Trinity get to experience each month as we meet the hunger

needs of God's people through our Mobile Food Truck. The light of God's love shines brightly as we answer

the call of the needy in our community. This month, a local resident saw the line up of cars for our food

distribution and was compelled to come in and find out more about it. We were able to share with him

more information about this important and exciting ministry. He told us that he had been unaware that

there were so many people in need in our community. He was moved to contact relatives and take on

sponsorship of our next Mobile Food Truck. Praise God for this outpouring of compassion and for allowing

us the opportunity to be His hands and feet.

Late in the morning, cars begin lining up for the food distribution. We have missed being able to meet with

our guests face to face and offer them a personal connection. This month we had a volunteer who bridged

that gap, providing our guests with a personal greeting as they waited, offering them a coloring book if

there were kids in the family and sharing a kind word. This personal connection is such a gift anytime, but

especially for people who are more isolated because of current circumstances, or who are grieving a loss

or just in need of a friendly smile.

This month was busy as usual. With the new "Drive Thru"

format, we determined that we needed some better signage.

We acquired two sandwich board signs – one announcing the

distribution hours and another for guiding traffic. These take

the place of our raggedy poster board signs and add another

level of professionalism to our program.

We miss the prepackaged food that we enjoyed over the

summer month and pray that it returns. – Please

pray with us!!!

In the past few months, we've added several new volunteers

– and are always eager to meet more!!! If you are interested

please contact Tracie Berghaus at 983-0040, ext. 200 or

contact Betty in the church office at 983-5000.

Page 11
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL

CONGREGATIONAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT—2019/2020 FISCAL YEAR

July 1, 2020 through October 31, 2020

A more detailed

Treasurer's Report is

available for viewing in the

Church Office.

Respectfully submitted,

Gus Damaske, Treasurer

S.A.G.E.S.

ANNUAL ACTUAL %OFANNUAL ANNUAL YTD ACTUAL %OFANNUAL

BUDGET YTD BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET YTD BUDGET

TOTALREVENUE $2,209,447.51 $855,509.29 38.72% $2,374,107.00 $879,898.48 $794,316.55 33.46%

TOTALEXPENSES $2,253,306.61 $783,819.20 34.79% $2,305,047.76 $770,671.04 $738,320.01 32.03%

REVENUEOVER/(UNDER)EXPENSES -$43,859.10 $71,690.09 -163.46% $69,059.24 $109,227.44 $55,996.54 81.08%

6/30/2020 10/31/2020

LONG-TERMDEBT

ChurchExtensionFundMortgage $620,675.10 ($22,652.85) $598,022.25

TOTALDEBT $620,675.10 ($22,652.85) $598,022.25

Over/(Under) to YTDOver/

WEEKLYENVELOPE&PLATE Contributions Meet Budget (Under)Budget

October4,2020 $13,767.30 -$434.62 -$7,552.95

October11,2020 $11,545.54 -$2,656.38 -$10,209.34

October18,2020 $18,291.99 $4,090.07 -$6,119.27

October25,2020 $15,480.27 $1,278.35 -$4,840.92

Totals $59,085.10 $2,277.41

WeeklyEnvelope&PlateBudgetNeeded: $14,201.92

CASHREPORT--OCTOBER, 2020

DAILYLOWBALANCE $535,973.82

DAILYHIGHBALANCE $638,260.27

DAILYAVERAGEFORTHEMONTH $589,396.01

GENERALFUND

2018-2019 2019-2020

SAGES SENIOR GROUP WISHES

EACH OF YOU A BLESSED CHRISTMAS

THE DECEMBER SAGES MEETING WILL BE NOT BE HELD DUE TO THE COVID 19 RESTRICTIONS. YOUR

SAFETY IS OUR NUMBER ONE PRIORITY. WE SEND "VIRTUAL HUGS" AND SOME SAYINGS SHOWN

BELOW TO REMIND YOU ARE SO IMPORTANT TO OUR TRINITY LUTHERAN CURCH FAMILY.

"START WHERE YOU ARE, USE WHAT YOU HAVE, AND DO WHAT YOU CAN."

"WAKE UP, BE KIND, BE AMAZING, BE GRATEFUL, REPEAT ~ DO SMALL THINGS WITH GREAT LOVE."

"CREATE YOUR OWN SUNSHINE ~ TOUGH TIMES NEVER LAST, TOUGH PEOPLE DO."

"DO SMALL THINGS WITH GREAT LOVE ~ SIT LESS, MOVE MORE ~ SEE GOOD IN EVERYTHING."

"EVERY MORNING WE ARE BORN ONCE AGAIN, MAKE IT A GOOD DAY FOR YOURSELF AND OTHERS."
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We Are Celebrating...

The following Trinity Members are celebrating birthdays this month:

If you do not see your birthday listed, please call the Church Office @

983-5000 to update your records. We indicate the age of members 80 years &

over. If you do not want your age listed, please contact the Church Office.

12/1 Is. 7:10-8:8; 1 Peter 3:1-22

12/2 Is. 8:9-9:7; 1 Peter 4:1-19

12/3 Is. 9:8-10:11; 1 Peter 5:1-14

12/4 Is. 10:12-27a, 33-34; 2 Peter 1:1-21

12/5 Is. 11:1-12:6; 2 Peter 2:1-22

12/6 Is. 14:1-23; 2 Peter 3:1-18

12/7 Is. 24:1-13; 1 John 1:1-2:14

12/8 Is. 24:14-25:12 (Obad. 1-21); 1 John 2:15-29

12/9 Is. 26:1-19; 1 John 3:1-24

12/10 Is. 26:20-27:13; 1 John 4:1-21

12/11 Is. 28:14-29; 1 John 5:1-21 (2 John 1-13, 3 John 1-15)

12/12 Is. 29:1-14; Jude 1-25

12/13 Is. 29:15-30:14; Rev. 1:1-20

12/14 Is. 30:15-26; Rev. 2:1-29

12/15 Is. 30:27-31:9; Rev. 3:1-22

12/16 Is. 32: 1-20; Rev. 4:1-11

12/17 Is. 33:1-24; Rev. 5:1-14

12/18 Is. 34:1-2, 8-35:10 (Micah 1:1-7:20)

12/19 Is. 40:1-17; Rev. 7:1-17

12/20 Is. 40:18—41:10; Rev. 8:1-13

12/21 Is. 42:1-25; Rev. 9:1-12

12/22 Is. 43:1-24; Rev. 9:13—10:11

12/23 Is. 43:25—44:20; Rev. 11:1-19

12/24 Is. 44:21—45:13, 20-25; Rev. 12:1-17

12/25 Is. 49:1-18; Matt. 1:1-17

12/26 Is. 49:22-26; 50:4—51:8, 12-16; Matt. 1:18-25

12/27 Is. 51:17—52:12; Matt. 2:1-12

12/28 Is. 52:13—54:10; Matt. 2:13-23

12/29 Is. 55:1-13; Luke 1:1-25

12/30 Is. 58:1—59:3, 14-21; Luke 1:26-38

12/31 Is. 60:1-22; Luke 1:39-56

Sundays and Festival Days (Series B)

11/29 (First S. in Advent) Is. 64:1–9; 1 Cor. 1:3–9;

Mark 11:1–10 or Mark 13:24–37

12/6 (Second S. in Advent) Is. 40:1–11; 2 Peter 3:8–14;

Mark 1:1–8

12/13 (Third S. in Advent) Is. 61:1–4, 8-11; 1 Thess. 5:16-24;

John 1:6–8, 19-28

12/20 (Fourth S. in Advent) 2 Sam. 7:1–11, 16;

Rom. 16:25–27; Luke 1:26–38

12/24 (Eve) The Nativity of Our Lord Is. 7:10–14;

1 John 4:7–16; Matt. 1:18–25

12/24 (Midnight) The Nativity of Our Lord Is. 9:2–7;

Titus 2:11–14; Luke 2:1–14 (15–20)

12/25 (Dawn) The Nativity of Our Lord Is. 62:10–12;

Titus 3:4–7; Luke 2:(1–14) 15–20

12/25 (The Nativity of Our Lord) Is. 52:7–10;

Heb. 1:1–6 (7–12); John 1:1–14 (15–18)

12/27 (First S. a. Christmas) Is. 61:10–62-3; Gal. 4:4–7;

Luke 2:22–40

12/31 (Eve of the Circ. and Name of Jesus (New Year's Eve)

Is. 30:(8–14) 15–17; Rom. 8:31b–39; Luke 12:35–40

Daily Lectionary

12/1 Byron Allen

12/2 Dallas Miltibarger, Jim Riemland

12/3 Mark Schulz

12/4 Brad Chaffee, Brian Nimtz

12/5 Tori Boughner, Stacie Dohm, Jackson Sweet, Mike Truhn,

Ryan Wendzel, Ashley Werner, Jordan Zaluckyi

12/6 Thomas Ashmead, Carol Bickers, Tamara Clem,

Chuck Kruggel, Keith McLaughlin, Erin Mosher

12/7 Cheryl Demis, Tina Machacek, David Ross

12/8 Connie Haase

12/9 Owen Poole, Hanna Wood

12/10 David Coble, Luke Hartfield, Brenda Karsten, Kristel Klank

12/12 Cindy Ernst, Zachary Lockman, John Lute

12/13 Edward Bury, Willie Enix, Kyle Katt, Dan Lambrecht,

Krista Vasta

12/14 Brittany Mohney, Sue Pedde

12/15 Betty Bailey, Jamie Hodder, Mary Stegman

12/16 Catherine Emhoff, Robert Lawrence, Dillan Magley,

Mary Schmidke, Jason Shuler, Ashley Stickney

12/17 Lorraine Eckert*, Sandee Hurt, Luke Kruggel, Chuck Wells

12/18 Patrick Mangold, Sue Riemland, Pauline Wendzel,

Henry Zacha *(102)

12/19 Maxx Glisson, Christopher Kirby, Donald Radde,

Julie Ridenour, Nicholas Wilford

12/20 Jim Ashmead, Kenneth Doroh, Donald Necas*

12/21 Jan Carpenter, Gertrude Enders, Catherine Klug*,

Erika Knuth, Anthony Ross

12/22 Susan Sukup, Brandon Wilder

12/23 Samuel Loy

12/24 Valarie Grimes, Raymond Loikits

12/26 Kayla Boughner

12/27 Brian Liggett

12/28 Dan Berry, Hannah Buck, Kyle Sweet

12/29 Alexis Ernst, Graham Jenkins

12/30 Karen Thumm, Ingrid Wiskow

12/31 Erik Bakken, Patrick Baney,

Paul Boughner, Jennifer Lyon,

Karen Schlaack

*Special Birthdays
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WEEKLY EVENTS

Sunday

Worship, 8 & 10:30a, S

Gospels Readings of the Year, 9:15a, Zoom

The Whole Christmas Package, 9:15a, CFH

Children's' Sunday School, 9:15a, CMR

5th/6th/ Gr Bible Study, 9:15a, Rm 213

Monday

Ministry Leadership Team Mtg, 3:30-5p, LHC

Tuesday

Wednesday

Sonriser's Bible Study, 6:45-7:45a, LHC

Recording of Sunday Worship, 11am, S

Advent Mid-Week Worship, 6:30p, S

Thursday

Adult Bible Class, 10-11a, LHC

(no class on 12/24 or 12/31)

ADDITIONAL EVENTS

Tuesday, 12/1

Wednesday, 12/2

Mid-Week Advent Service, 6:30p, S

Thursday, 12/3

Friday, 12/4

Saturday, 12/5

Sunday, 12/6

Monday, 12/7

Exec Comm Mtg, 5:30-6:30p, MCB

Bd of Ed, 6:30-8:30p, MC-2nd fl

Tuesday, 12/8

Pastor's Winkel, Salem Luth, 8:30a-1p

Wednesday, 12/9

Mid-Week Advent Service, 6:30p, S

Thursday, 12/10

Friday, 12/11

January Connected articles due

Saturday, 12/12

Sunday, 12/13

Head, Hands & Feet Project ends

Monday, 12/14

Church Council Mtg, 6:30-9p, MC-2nd fl

Tuesday, 12/15

Wednesday, 12/16

Mid-Week Advent Service, 6:30p, S

Thursday, 12/17

Mobile Food Pantry, 1:30p, MC Parking Lot

(hand out Head, Hands, & Feet bags)

Friday, 12/18

Saturday, 12/19

Sunday, 12/20

Monday, 12/21

Tuesday, 12/22

Soup Kitchen, 10a, BH

St Min Supervion, 6:30pm, MC-2nd fl

Wednesday, 12/23

Thursday, 12/24

Family Worship, Noon, S

Family Worship, 4p, S

Candlelight Worship, 6:30p, S

Candlelight w/ Communion Worship, 11p, S

Friday, 12/25

Christmas Day Worship, 10am, S

Saturday, 12/26

Sunday, 12/27

Monday 12/28

Bd of Elders Mtg, 6:30-9p, MC-2nd fl

Tuesday, 12/29

Wednesday, 12/30

Thursday, 12/31

New Year's Eve Worship, 6:30p, S

This Month at Trinity

December 2020

CFH-Christian Fellowship Hall; CMR-Children’s Ministry Room; LHC-Lighthouse Café; LHL-

Lighthouse Lounge; MC-Ministry Center; MCB-Ministry Center Boardroom; S-Sanctuary; SRC-

Solid Rock Café; SCH-School; WC-Welcome Center

EVERYTHING IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE & DEPENDANT UPON SAFE RE-OPENING GUIDELINES

Mid-week Advent Worships:

Wed. December 2nd, 6:30pm

Wed. December 9th, 6:30pm

Wed. December 16th, 6:30pm

Christmas Eve Worships:

December 24th –

Noon – family style worship

4pm – family style worship

6:30pm – candlelight service

(no communion)

11:00pm – candlelight service

with communion

Christmas Day Worship:

December 25th, 10:00am

with communion

New Year's Eve Worship:

December 31st, 6:30pm

with communion

Merry Christmas!

Join Us...
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288 Peace Blvd.
St. Joseph, MI 49085

269-556-9050
www.cienafacilities.com

A

Community

David S. Miller D.D.S.David S. Miller D.D.S.
824 Napier Ave., St. Joseph

Office: 269-983-4371
Fax: 269-983-5304

FAMILY DENTISTRY

 2-D-3-5  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0549

Jan Yelding
Independent Beauty Consultant
(269) 637-5645 • Cell (269) 470-5645

jyelding@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/jyelding

 FREE
 Make-overs

Adent’s
Landscape Supplies, Inc.

465 W. Glenlord Road
Saint Joseph, MI 49085

269-428-0200
Specializing in:

PROCESSED TOPSOIL
STONE • MULCH • COMPOST

www.adentslandscapesupplies.com
WHERE BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPES BEGIN!

J. Joseph Daly • Randy S, Hyrns
Craig P. Jennings • Richard A. Racht

James J. Riemland

BittnerJennings.com

	 Hand	crafted	 Locally	inspired	 Serving	lunch
	 beer	 New-American	 &	dinner
	 	 menu
721	Pleasant	St.	•	Downtown	St.	Joseph	(behind	the	post	office)

269.281.7100	•	silverharborbrewing.com

EAT. DRINK. BEER HAPPY.

St. Joseph     Dowagiac     New Buffalo  
Decatur     Berrien Springs     Buchanan

www.starksfamilyfh.com  269-556-9450

Dr. Charles Howenstine
Dr. Theresa Burt

Dr. Stephanie Grider

(269) 281-8080
www.StJosephDentistry.net

 • ROOFING
 • SIDING & WINDOWS
 • INSULATION
 • GUTTERS
 • MASONRY

Serving South West Michigan’s Lake Shore
 1-888-766-3014 www.LakefrontRoof.com

Come Visit Our
Coloma Design &
Selection Center
6603 Red Arrow Hwy

269-468-3128
BigCLumber.com

Contact Dave Polansky to place an ad today! 
dpolansky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6326 

 Deerpath
 Excavating, Inc.

Excavating Needs
Septic System Repairs

Michael Demski
President

(269) 461-6128
Cell (269) 208-5180
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Newsletter Submissions

To meet publication deadlines, all

articles must be received by the

2nd Friday of each month.

Please don't forget to include your

phone contact information!

Turn information into the Church Office

in person, by fax 983-8933, or e-mail

to betty.perrone@discovertrinity.org

Questions? Suggestions?

Contact Betty Perrone at Church office.

Faith In Verse - Oh Come! (LSB 379)

Oh come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! (Adeste Fidelis, v. 1)

This highly popular hymn has four verses, all of which have succeeded in putting the

message of the Incarnation to music in a very moving fashion. Who cannot get a sense

of awe when it is sung as a processional hymn in our church? It is a very old Latin

hymn that has lasted the test of time. What is most interesting, however, are the three introductory

words above that say so much about both our faith and the season we are anticipating.

The first word that is so thought provoking is "faithful." Note that it doesn't read "good" for all the

saints who were able to live so much more piously than perhaps we do. It doesn't read "heroic" for

all those who have made large sacrifices for the faith, nor does it even read "martyrs" for those who

bravely gave up even their lives for the faith. When it states "faithful" it means simply those who truly

believe in God's plan for their salvation. You don't have to be a model saint to celebrate Christmas –

just a sinner who trusts in their Savior.

That leads to "joyful." It is our understanding of our need for the Savior that makes us joyful and not

the thin veneer of seasonal happiness that shrivels up as soon as the tree is tossed out on the curb.

Nor is it that illusion of brotherhood among strangers that is based upon nothing more than the

excitement of the season instead of the common need for God's love. It is our shared faith in the

birth of our Savior that brings true joy among people. Everything else just fades into the shadows.

And that is what makes us feel so "triumphant." God has proven at Christmas that His love for us is

real. Who can prevail against us when we have such a God standing beside us? Not sin. Not death.

Not even the power of the devil. That is what makes this hymn so powerful. It captures in music and

verse the great victory God has given us which we share with all the saints who have been granted

salvation before us. Being faithful, joyful, and triumphant are three excellent ways to enter the

Christmas season.
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