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BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES: 

 

SUNDAY 

GOSPEL READINGS OF THE CHURCH YEAR – ZOOM BIBLE STUDY             

(On-going and in progress)  In this study we will discuss the Gospel reading for the day. 

The Gospel text carries the theme for the Sundays of the Church Year. As we gather, 

online via Zoom, we are ensconced in the safety of our own home, yet able to see fellow 

participates and engage in edifying discussion. A weekly discussion handout will be 

emailed each week to the participants, through the weekly emailed TLW.                               

(SIGN IN TO LINK JUST BEFORE 9:30AM ON SUNDAYS) 
 

LEADER:       Deb Pratt 

ONLINE:  

https://zoom.us/j/99496446874?pwd=MDNmWkhhRWFHeG9PdVlXTGNkaFZBZz09                                            

TIME:             Sundays, 9:30-10:30 a.m.   
 

"ABUNDANCE FOR YOU IN THE PARABLES"   Begins September 18th  

On Sunday, September 18th, we will begin a new study of the parables in the Gospels.  

What is Jesus saying to Christians today through the parables recorded in the Gospels?  

When we study the background and meaning of the text we can see the relevance of 

Jesus' words in the face of the issues confronting our Church as a whole and for us as 

individuals.  We believe that the resurrected Lord is through the Holy Spirit speaking to 

men and women  in their concrete life situation right now.   Ask yourself in the next 

month:  Could Jesus's parables actually help me get through the troubles, challenges, and 

strains that prevent me from grasping the peace and joy of being God's children? If the 

answer is yes or even maybe, an hour from 9:30 to 10:30 on Sunday morning may very 

well be worth your while. 
 

LEADER:       Tom Bird   

LOCATION:  Church Fellowship Hall  

TIME:             Sundays, 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

https://zoom.us/j/99496446874?pwd=MDNmWkhhRWFHeG9PdVlXTGNkaFZBZz09
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MONDAY 
 

LIFE LIGHT BIBLE STUDY – 1 & 2 Peter   Begins September 12, 2022 

By inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the apostle Peter writes his two epistles to those 

concerned about living their Christian faith in a sometimes unreceptive and even hostile 

environment. Peter’s words of hope are just as timely today as they were for the believers 

of the first century who first received them. 
 

This nine-session Bible study includes: 

1. Called to Live in Christ Forever 

2. Called to Reflect Our Redeemer 

3. Called to Follow Christ’s Example 

4. Called to Mature in Suffering 

5. Called to Care for Fellow Believers 

6. Know the Certainty of Your Election 

7. Know the Reliability of God’s Word 

8. Know the Folly of False Teachers 

9. Know the coming of the Day of the Lord 

 

LEADER: Pastor Roth 

DAY: Mondays  

TIME: 9:30 a.m. 

LOCATION: Lighthouse Café, Ministry Center 

 
TUESDAY 

 

BE STILL and KNOW by Deb Burma     See important dates below 

Description:  Study Psalm 46 in detail, examine stormy situations, and look to narratives 

in the Gospels that showcase how Jesus met women in the midst of their storms of life. 

He provided rest, refuge, strength, and hope to women, who met Him with a cry and 

need. Have you ever cried to Him too? 

Jesus responds to you as He did to these women in Scripture with care that goes further 

than immediate or recognized need. He transformed their lives by His redemption, and 

He began by meeting them where He will meet you: in the storm. 

  

INFO/REGISTRATION: Tuesday, September 13, - 9:30 am  

MEETS: WEEKLY – Tuesday mornings 9:30 to 11:30 starting on September 27 

LOCATION: Solid Rock 

FACILITATED BY: Jeanne Strine  Limited to 12 participants 
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TUESDAY (con’t) 
 

MEMBERSHIP CLASS “Basic Bible Teachings”    Begins September 13th   
 

This class is specifically designed to teach the basics of 

the Christian Faith, as found in Luther's Small Catechism, 

in easy-to-understand terms and in a highly visual format. 

Young adults or adults who are new to the faith, or 

Lutherans looking for a refresher will appreciate this 

simple synopsis of the Lutheran belief system. 
 

 

 
 

Five chapters encourage readers to look at themselves and their lives in the framework 

below: 
• Living with Expectations 

• Living with Jesus as Savior 

• Living as God's Child 

• Living the Christian Life 

• Living Forever with Jesus 
 

This class will prepare people who desire to become a member of Trinity.  Please contact 

the church office or Pastor Roth to sign up.  
 

LEADER:       Pastor Roth 

DAY: Tuesdays, 6 Sessions 

TIME: 6:30-8:00 p.m., flex scheduling (decided by the group) 

PLACE: Ministry Center 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 

SON-RISERS BIBLE STUDY - Lutheran Spirituality – Promise   Begins Sept. 14th  

Spirituality is a common term today, but what does it mean? To find the right answer, 

Lutheran Spirituality directs adult Bible study participants to God's Word. Lutheran 

Spirituality explores the Bible, Luther's Small Catechism, and the Lutheran hymnal as 

integral resources for living out our faith in a spiritually confused-and sometimes 

confusing-world. 
Session 1: God Keeps His Promises 

Session 2: Children of the Promise 

Session 3: The Promise of Baptism 

Session 4: The Promise of Absolution 

Session 5: The Promise of the Lord's Supper 

Session 6: The Promise of Life 
 

LEADER: Pastor Roth 

TIME: 6:45 – 7:45 a.m. 

PLACE: Ministry Center 
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WEDNESDAY (con’t.) 
 

REMARKABLE WOMEN OF THE BIBLE 

Mature Women’s Bible Study being led by Gladys Pickering at her home from 10 to 

11:30 a.m. beginning Wednesday, September 14th,  for 4-5 weeks.  Wanted 5-6 women 

interested.  Books not required.  Contact Gladys at 810-488-3444 for more information.  

 

THE POSITIVE PARENTING SOLUTIONS CLASS   Begins September 14th  

The Positive Parenting Solutions Class is being offered again this fall for families with 

children 3-5 years of age.   The 6-week class provides information for families to learn 

how to promote their children’s social and emotional skills, understand their problem 

behaviors, and use positive approaches to help children learn appropriate behavior and 

good self-esteem. PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED.  
 

LEADER: Jan Carpenter, LMSW, IMH Specialist.   

DAY: Wednesdays, 6 sessions 

TIME: 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

LOCATION: Solid Rock Café  
 

“YOU ARE CHOSEN”    Begins September 14th  

A study of the book of Mark using details and insights from “THE CHOSEN” - episodes 

 about Jesus and His disciples. Heartwarming and touching – will make you think about 

“being chosen” and why you have been chosen. A video series hosted by Brandon 

Robbins with flashbacks from The Chosen written by Dallas Jenkins.  Join us for 

enjoyable viewing, prayer, and fellowship.  
 

LEADER: Rich Hackbarth  

LOCATION:  Lighthouse Cafe, Ministry Center    

TIME      6:30-8:00 p.m. 

 
THURSDAY 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY    Begins September 15th   

This class has been meeting for over 40 years.  It is a 

group that digs into the Bible each week and provides 

both fellowship and growth as they meet each week.  
 

TIME:             10-11 a.m.  

LOCATION:  Lighthouse Café 

LEADER:       Pastor Tom Batsky 
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DAILY 
 

“Jn831” Facebook Daily Study and Discussion  

This is a daily, online devotional discussion in a Facebook group. 

Jn831 is a reference to John 8:31 – Jesus said, “If you abide in my 

word, you are truly my disciples.” Even when meeting face to face 

is not possible, we can still read the Word together and share some 

encouraging thoughts. Join the group and participate as you are 

able. 

 

LEADER:       Pastor Michael Roth     

LOCATION:  Facebook Private Group  

TIME:             available daily, 5:00 a.m.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Jn831/ 

 

                                
 

CHILDREN MINISTRY 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY (Preschool through 4th Grade) 

Children’s Sunday school will begin on September18th at 9:30am, in the Children’s 

Ministry Room on the lower level (next to the Fellowship Hall). Join us in learning from 

the Bible about God’s love for us. If you would like to get involved in Children’s Sunday 

School, contact the church office. We’re excited to dive into God’s Word together!  

 

5TH / 6TH GRADE BIBLE STUDY 

Sunday School for 5th and 6th grade will meet in the 7th & 8th grade room, located upstairs 

of the school, begins September 18th, 9:30 am on Sundays with Sarah Roth. They will be 

going through the Bible together and getting prepared for Confirmation and Catechism 

instruction. If you have any questions, please contact the church office. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Jn831/
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

SENIOR HIGH 
 

SUNDAY 

HIGH SCHOOL \ YOUTH GROUP 

Sr High Youth: Sr High Youth group will meet in the Solid Rock every Sunday from 

6:30-8:00. This group is open to all students in grades 9-12. If you would like more 

information about Youth Group please email Clinton Bienz at 

Clinton.bienz@discovertrinity.org   
 

 

JUNIOR HIGH 
  

SUNDAY 

PUBLIC SCHOOL CONFIRMATION: begins September 18th  

Confirmation class will meet from 9:30-10:30am, in the Solid Rock Café.  If you were 

not able to be at the Confirmation Orientation, please contact Clinton Bienz for more 

information at Clinton.bienz@discovertrinity.org   
 

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP     

Jr High Youth Group: Jr High Youth Group will meet two Sunday afternoons a month 

(most months), on the 2nd & 4th Sundays, from 4:00-5:30pm, in the Solid Rock Cafe.  

 

WEDNESDAY 

JUNIOR HIGH DROP-INS   begins on September 7th  

Drop Ins happen weekly at the Solid Rock Café, from 3:15-5:00pm. They are an 

opportunity to wind down with friends in a relaxed setting. The opportunity to play 

games, get help with homework, and talk about Jesus makes it a great opportunity for 

students to relax and connect with peers in a positive environment. There will be snacks 

for purchase, so be sure to bring a couple dollars! Drop-ins are totally free! Medical 

forms and permission slips are required. Be sure to fill them out soon!  

Please email Clinton at clinton.bienz@discovertrinity.org or call the church office (ext. 

410) with questions or if you would like to assist with Drop-Ins.  

mailto:Clinton.bienz@discovertrinity.org
mailto:Clinton.bienz@discovertrinity.org
mailto:clinton.bienz@discovertrinity.org
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CARING MINISTRIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DivorceCare SEMINAR/SUPPORT GROUP                   Begins September 1st      

                   

DivorceCare is a special help seminar/support group for people experiencing divorce and 

separation. Our goal is not to get you to come to our church, to contribute money or to 

sell you anything. We understand how deeply people and families are hurt by separation 

and divorce, and we want you to know about our DivorceCare group. It’s a place where 

people can find hope and can begin putting their lives back together again. 
 

DivorceCare is a video seminar series featuring some of the nation’s foremost Christian 

experts on divorce, separation, and recovery topics as seen from a biblical perspective. 

The video seminars are combined with support group discussions of the materials 

presented during the video. 
 

DivorceCare features nationally recognized experts on topics such as “Facing My 

Anger,” “Facing My Loneliness,” “Forgiveness,” “New Relationships,” “Surviving the 

Holidays,” and multiple others.  
 

Meetings will be held on Thursday evenings for 13-14 consecutive weeks at Trinity’s 

Solid Rock Café located on the corner of Church and Pearl Streets in Saint Joseph.  
 

There is a registration fee of $15.00 to cover the cost of the workbook and materials 

(There is also a financial assistance available to cover the cost of the workbook). 

Registration forms are available at the church office.  Feel free to contact Scott Kizer at 

983-5000 ext. 402 or email to  scott.kizer@discovertrinity.org  
 

LEADER: Scott Kizer 

TIME:       Thursdays, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

PLACE:    Solid Rock, 700 Church St, St Joseph 

 

 

mailto:scott.kizer@discovertrinity.org
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STEPHEN MINISTRIES                                       

 Stephen Ministries Mission:   

Christ caring for people through people. 
 

Stephen Ministers are lay members of our congregation who 

receive extensive training to be able to provide one-to-one, 

confidential, Christian care to people experiencing challenges in 

life-- such as grief, loneliness, divorce, job loss, anxiety, health 

issues and other challenges.   

We believe that our “God is the Cure Giver, Stephen Ministers are the Caregivers” 
 

To receive care from a Stephen Minister, contact Pastor Roth or Betty Perrone in the 

church office.  

 

STEPHEN LEADERS: Pastor Michael J. Roth, John Kroonblawd, Sheila Kroonblawd, 

Betty Perrone and Jean Christensen.  

 

 

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY at Trinity Lutheran Church:  

• Want to do something but not sure what? If you sing or play an instrument, 

contact Pastor Fischer or Jenifer Milnikel to get connected to serve the 

church with your musical talent.  
 

Handbells Choir:  Starting on September 12th, and 

meeting on Mondays thereafter (except for 

holidays), at 6:30pm in the Music Room.  
 

Adult Choir meets Wednesdays, at 6:30pm in the 

music room, starting on September 14th.   All are 

welcome. Directed by Pastor Thomas Fischer.   
 

Praise Team Practice will be held most Thursday 

evenings from 7:00-8:30pm.  If you are interested in 

joining, please contact Rev. Thomas Fischer at 

Thomas.fischer@discovertrinity.org or (269) 983-

5000, ext. 405. 

 

  

mailto:Thomas.fischer@discovertrinity.org
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HONEST CHATS  

Pop-Up Schedule –  

Fall 2022 and Spring 2023 

Have you ever wanted to have 

a real conversation with your 

fellow Christians to discuss the 

difficult issues we are 

confronted with in today’s 

world? 

You are invited to join Pastor 

Roth* for “Honest Chats”.  

Honest conversation about 

what is on our minds in an open, honest and safe setting. 
 

 Currently Scheduled Topics: 

Thursday, September 15, 2022 (LC) – Abortion  

Tuesday, October 18, 2022 (SR) – *Coping with Addiction 

                                       with guest facilitator, Pastor Tom Batsky 

Tuesday, November 15, 2022 (SR) – Anxiety & Depression 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 (SR) – Coping with Anger 

Tuesday, April 18, 2023 (SR) – Living with Dysfunctional Family Members 

Tuesday, May 16, 2023 (SR) – Societal Influences on Kids Today 
 

Time: 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 

Location:   LC = Lighthouse Café 

SR = Solid Rock  
 

Note: Some topics may elicit the need for more conversation and additional opportunities to meet 

may be added.  

Light refreshments.  Childcare not available at this time. 

 

FAMILY MINISTRY  

We are actively finding ways to help your family grow together in faith. See the Youth & 

Family Ministry page and our weekly TLW email for current events.   If you have any 

questions about this ministry, please contact Clinton Bienz at 

clinton.bienz@discovertrinity.org. or Pastor Roth at Michael.roth@discovertrinity.org  

 

 

 

 

mailto:clinton.bienz@discovertrinity.org
mailto:Michael.roth@discovertrinity.org
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SOCIAL CONNECTIONS 

 
 DINNER FOR EIGHT is groups of eight people, 

(couples and individuals) who would enjoy getting 

together to share a meal, conversation, and getting to 

know each other better.  

Some people are getting together in each other’s homes, while others are going out to 

restaurants for dinner.  But you can also plan an outside meal in someone’s yard or at a 

park.  It is up to the group! 

Typically, dinners are once a month; this rotation includes the months of: 

September/October/November/December – the length of the dinner depends on the 

group.  These are organized a few times a year, so you can join another group.             

The group decides on the day of the week, date, and time when everyone can meet. 

The group decides what they want to serve. Each meal is coordinated by a different 

member of the group; either hosting, planning the meal, picking the restaurant, or 

coordinating who is bringing what items for the meal.  

You can select if you prefer a group of Couples, Individuals, Mixed, or Families w/children. 

The fall deadline to sign up is September 11th, then groups will be formed, and you will 

be notified who is in your group.   

 

WOMEN'S BOOK CLUB 

Join other women for a lively discussion of a book of the 

Month. Check the Women’s Ministry page in the Connected 

for the current book selection.  
 

The Book Club meets on the third Saturday of the month. 
 

 

LEADER: Nancy Pedde 

TIME:       10:30-11:30 a.m. 

PLACE:     Look Out Park or Martins, Stevensville MI  
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MEN’S NETWORK 

Though Christianity remains the dominant religious faith in 

America, only 35 percent of men indicated they would be found 

in a church on any Sunday morning, according to data reported 

by The Barna Group, a Ventura, Calif.-based research firm. 

When men are involved in the ongoing church life of their families, it increases the 

likelihood that their children will maintain a long-term church involvement by 55 

percent.  When men are active members in their church, their whole family benefits. 

Bible studies focus on men’s issues, such as understanding man’s purpose in the world, 

living in a materialistic society, the nature of Islam, the creation-evolution debate, and 

helping men become the best man at home for their wife and children.  

Please consider joining us. It’s a great group of guys!  If you have any questions, please 

contact Scott at scott.kizer@discovertrinity.org. 

LEADER: Scott Kizer 

TIME:       3rd Saturday of the month – 8:00 -10:30 a.m. (October – May) 

PLACE:    Ministry Center, Lighthouse Café  

 

 

 

SAGES (Senior Adults Growing & Exploring) 

The Trinity 55+ Senior S.A.G.E.S. (Senior Adults 

Growing & Exploring) have been meeting for a few 

years now and have been enjoying not only each 

other’s friendship, but also truly growing and 

exploring.  But we have room for you and hope that 

you can join us soon!   

 

This group does not fit the mold of being “old”.  We are just like you.  We like to get out 

and mingle, listen, laugh, participate, and enjoy our “golden days” that God has given us 

to keep growing and exploring.   So watch the weekly church TLW and the monthly 

newsletters on what is happening. 
 

This group is facilitated by Nancy Perry and does a fantastic job entertaining our seniors. 

This group meets once monthly, either in the Lighthouse Café or on an adventure!  

 

mailto:scott.kizer@discovertrinity.org
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The Three C’s           
Conversation – Crafts – Coffee 

 

This is a group of friends…meeting the 2nd & 4th Mondays each 

month, from 1-3pm, in the Lighthouse Café of the Ministry Center.  

The object is to enjoy being with people!  No sign-up sheets, no dues.  If you can’t come 

one week, come the next. Bring a friend or perhaps a neighbor.  It does not have to be a 

member of Trinity.  You may bring your own project to work on – embroidery or knitting 

– or you may join in working on our craft which is Plarning (sleep mats for the 

homeless). BUT you only need to bring a project if you want to.  The main object is to 

have a good time for two hours visiting (chit-chatting) with each other.  

This group is organized by Janet Frazier 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Aid/Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

(LWML) 

Trinity’s Ladies Aid/Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

(LWML) is a committed group of Christian women who 

meet monthly, April through December, on the first 

Tuesday.  Our purpose is to assist in spreading the Gospel, 

support the congregation’s mission, and promote the work 

of LWML. 
 

In the months of April, September, October, November, and December the group meets 

from 1:00-3:00pm.  During the months of May, June, July, and August when the 

evenings are still full of sunshine, meetings are scheduled from 6:30pm through 8:00pm.  

Some months have a LWML mission theme.  The other months are Ladies Aid 

gatherings, and they include a Christian speaker and/or activity.  Servant projects are 

usually integrated into all our gatherings. 

 

We look forward to seeing you soon, possibly in church or at our next scheduled meeting.  

Next month’s activity is announced in the church’s monthly Connected publication. 
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
Please contact the church office at 269-983-5000 to be put into contact with the coordinator of these groups.  

 

ALTAR GUILD – is responsible for maintaining the Altar area of the church, changing 

out the paraments, banners, refilling candles, and setting up and cleaning up Communion. 

Help is needed in a variety of ways and doesn’t have to be every week. 
 

FUNERAL MEALS COMMITTEE –is a group of volunteers who provide the meal for 

those who are having a funeral for a loved one in the church.  There are many areas to 

serve on this committee – Chairman for different months, Caller for food, Hostesses at 

the meal, Cooks to prepare the food and bring to the church, Clean-up after the meals and 

Dish Washers.  
 

MOBILE FOOD TRUCK – is held once a month, usually on the 4th Thursday of the 

month.  It takes a lot of volunteers to make this go smoothly. Some work indoors-sorting 

and packing up the food; others work outdoors-delivering the food to the vehicles as they 

go through the line.  The Food Truck is held 12 months a year, in all types of weather.    
 

SOUP KITCHEN – is held once a month, on the fourth Tuesday. It is held offsite at the 

Benton Harbor Soup Kitchen.  We have volunteers who help with the cooking, serving, 

and clean up.  The team usually meets from 10:30am – 1:30pm.  
 

CHURCH SERVERS FOR SUNDAYS 
It takes many volunteers to help with the church services each week.  If you are a friendly, 

outgoing person, you can help make others feel welcomed into our church!  

• GREETERS (Welcoming people into church) 

• USHERS (Assisting in the service with bulletins, offering, release for communion) 

• COMMUNION ASSISTANTS (Assist pastor with Communion distribution - 

approved by the Elders) 

• LAY READERS (reading the Old Testament & Epistle in the 8 or 11am service) 

• HOSTESS FOR RECEPTION FOLLOWING CHURCH SERVICES (set up, 

refill, and clean up from the reception in the Welcome Center) 

• BAKERS TO PROVIDE REFRESHMENTS FOR AFTER CHURCH (bake or 

purchase treats for the receptions on Sunday mornings) 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER or HELPER for the Preschool to Fourth Grade level. 

We provide guidance for the lessons, but need your help in the classroom with the 

children.  If you have a passion for little children, you could be a blessing to this ministry.  
 

YOUTH GROUP VOLUNTEERS - we are in need of adult volunteers to assist with 

our Senior High and Junior High Youth Groups on Sunday afternoon / evening and our 

Junior High Drop-Ins on Wednesday afternoon.   
 

SPECIAL EVENTS – We would like to get a list of volunteers we can call on when we 

are planning a Special Event, such as a Family Event, New Members Luncheons, 

Celebrations, etc.  
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WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: 

SUNDAYS – 8:00 & 11:00 am (Traditional); 9:30 am (Contemporary) 

 WEDNESDAYS – 11:00 am (Traditional with Masks Required) 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

619 Main Street (office); 609 Court Street (church)  

Saint Joseph, MI 49085 

(269) 983-5000 

 

www.trinitystjoe.org  
 

SOCIAL MEDIA CONNECTIONS WITH TRINITY! 

 Follow us on Facebook & Instagram! 

  

  Trinity Lutheran Church St. Joseph 

 Trnity Lutheran School St. Joseph 

Trinity Lutheran Youth St. Joseph MI 

 

         @trinity_lutheran_school_sj 

@trinity_lutheran_church_sj 

@trinity_lutheran_youth_sj 

http://www.trinitystjoe.org/

