
 

GSRP PreK Application 
2026-2027 

 
 
Qualifications for GSRP:​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

●​ Your child must be 4-years-old (but not yet 5-years-old) by September 1, 2026 
We can accept children who turn 4 between September 2 and December 1, but they can only be enrolled after 
September 1, if there is space available 

●​ You must live in Berrien County 
Families from neighboring counties may apply, but must complete a Cross County Prior Approval form 

 
Prioritization Factors:​  

●​ Income 
●​ Homelessness* 
●​ Foster Care Placement* 
●​ Individualized Education Program (IEP) 

 
Each applicant will be ranked by the family’s federal poverty level (FPL), and programs will enroll children in 
the lowest FPL brackets first.  Children who are experiencing homelessness, are in foster care, have an IEP, or 
were previously enrolled in Strong Beginnings are prioritized regardless of income.  
 
*Children whose household income is at or below 100% FPL, who are experiencing homelessness, or who are 
in foster care qualify to be served by Head Start, and must apply there first.  Please contact Flowers Early 
Learning at flowersearlylearning.org or 1-800-792-0366.  If a family qualifies for Head Start but wishes to be 
served by GSRP, the GSRP site must first seek approval from Head Start. 
 
 
 
Required Documentation:​ 

​Proof of Age - Such as a birth certificate, passport, immigration record, or baptismal certificate 
​Proof of Residency - Such as a driver’s license, rent receipt, utility bill, or letter from shelter or host (if 
between homes) 

​Child Information Record  
​ IEP, if applicable 
​Health Appraisal Form - Completed by a medical provider, must be submitted within 30 days after the 
child’s start date  

 
 
 

 
 
 

These materials were developed under a grant awarded by MiLEAP 
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GSRP Preschool Locations in Berrien County 
Please note - acceptance into a GSRP classroom does not guarantee that you will be accepted into that school's  
Kindergarten or Young 5’s program, you will have to follow the process or school of choice process per school.   

School Districts 

Benton Harbor Area Schools​
Discovery Enrichment Center​ ​
465 S. McCord Street - Benton Harbor 
Phone - (269) 605-1601 
Email - Sandra.tyler@bhas.org 
Website - dec.bhas.org/o/dec 
Full Day Program, Monday-Thursday 
Transportation provided within District 

Benton Harbor Charter School Academy  
455 Riverview Drive, Suite 1 - Benton Harbor 
Phone - (269) 925-3807 ext. 164 
Email - nicoledale@choiceschools.com 
Website - www.bentonharborcharter.com 
Full Day Program, Monday-Thursday 
Transportation provided within District 

Berrien Springs Public Schools​  
430 W. Mars Street. - Berrien Springs 
Phone - (269) 473-0703 
Email - jwallace@homeoftheshamrocks.org 
 or csherman@homeoftheshamrocks.org 
Half Day Program, Monday-Thursday 
Full Day Program, Monday-Thursday 
Transportation provided within District 

Brandywine Community Schools 
1620 LaSalle Ave. - Niles 
Phone - (269) 684-6511 
Email - mhigh@brandywinebobcats.org 
Website - www.brandywinebobcats.org 
Full Day Program, Monday-Thursday 

Buchanan Community Schools​  
109 Ottawa St. - Buchanan 
Phone - (269) 695-8409 
Email - ejohnson@buchananschools.com 
Website - www.buchananschools.com 
Full Day Program, Monday-Thursday 
Transportation provided within District 

Coloma Community Schools​  
262 S. West Street - Coloma 
Phone - (269) 468-2424  
Email - rpounders@ccs.coloma.org 
Website - ces.coloma.org 
Extended Week Program, Monday-Friday  
Transportation provided within District 

Countryside Academy 
4722 Meadowbrook Road - Benton Harbor 
Phone - (269) 944-3319 ext. 219 
Email - mbeckmann@countrysideacademy.org 
Website - www.countrysideacademy.org 
Full Day Program, Monday-Thursday 
Transportation provided within District 

Eau Claire Public Schools​ ​ ​
6238 West Main Street - Eau Claire 
Phone - (269) 461-6191 
Email -  jrumsey@eauclaireps.com 
Website - eauclaireps.com 
Full Day Program, Monday-Thursday 
Transportation provided within District 

Watervliet Public Schools​ ​  
287 Baldwin Ave. - Watervliet 
Phone - (269) 463-0820 
Email - twilliams@watervlietps.org 
Website - www.watervlietps.org 
Full Day Program, Monday-Thursday 

 

Community Based Organizations 

The Blessed Noah's Ark Day Care 
1844 Colfax Ave. - Benton Harbor 
Phone - (269) 252-5112 
Email - tynishamurphy22@gmail.com 
Full Day Program, Monday-Thursday 
Transportation provided  

The Children’s Center - Niles​  
210 Main Street - Niles 
Phone - (269) 683-0405 
Email - kelsey@weloveourfamilies.com 
Website - www.thechildrenscenterinc.com/preschool2.html 
Full Day Program, Monday-Thursday 

The Children’s Center - Peace Boulevard​  
219 Peace Blvd - St. Joseph 
Phone - (269) 683-0405 
Email -  Kelsey@weloveourfamilies.com 
Website - www.thechildrenscenterinc.com/preschool2.html 
Full Day Program, Monday-Thursday​  

Immanuel EC Development Center 
9650 Church Street - Bridgman 
Phone - (269) 465-6031 ext. 114 
Email - barba@immanuelbridgman.org 
Full Day Program, Monday-Thursday 

Lylabugs & Buttons 
1924 Territorial Road - Benton Harbor 
Phone - (269) 925-7167 
Email - Lylabuttons@yahoo.com 
Full Day Program, Monday-Thursday 
Transportation provided  

Montessori Children’s Center 
1000 Miners Road - St. Joseph 
Phone - (269) 256-4456 
Email - Kelsey@weloveourfamilies.com 
Website - montessorichildrenscenter.com/ 
Extended Week Program, Monday-Friday 

Stevensville United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
5506 Ridge Road - Stevensville 
Phone - (269) 429-1069 
Email - director2.sumcc@gmail.com 
Full Day Program, Monday-Thursday 

Trinity Lutheran - Berrien Springs 
9123 George Avenue - Berrien Springs 
Phone - (269) 473-1811 
Email - school@trinityberrien.org 
Website - www.trinityberrien.org/daycare 
Full Day Program, Monday-Thursday 

Trinity Lutheran Early Childhood Center 
 613 Court Street - St. Joseph 
Phone - (269) 983-0040 
Email - jennifer.reynnells@discovertrinity.org 
Website - www.trinitystjoe.org 
Full Day Program, Monday-Thursday 

YMCA of Greater Michiana - BH/SJ 
YMCA 
3655 Hollywood Rd - St. Joseph 
Phone - (269) 428-9622 
Email - ​kfreye@ymcagm.org 
Website - www.ymcagm.org/GSRP 
Half Day Program, Monday-Thursday 
Full Day Program, Monday-Thursday 
Extended Week Program, 
Monday-Friday  

YMCA of Greater Michiana -  
Northside Child Development Center ​
2020 N. Fifth Street - Niles 
Phone - (269) 683-1982  
Email - mskalla@ymcagm.org 
Website - www.ymcagm.org/GSRP 
Half Day Program, Monday-Thursday 
Full Day Program, Monday-Thursday 
Extended Week Program, Monday-Friday 
Transportation provided 

 

These materials were developed under a grant awarded by MiLEAP  
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BERRIEN COUNTY GSRP APPLICATION 2026-2027 
 
Completing an application doesn't automatically enroll you into GRSP.   All applications/enrollments are pending per review of 
qualifications and the state GSRP budget.  All final notifications will come from teachers/sites prior to the fall start.    
PROGRAM PREFERENCE    
 

�Benton Harbor Area Schools​ ​ �Benton Harbor Charter School​​ �Berrien Springs Public Schools 
�The Blessed Noah’s Ark​ ​ �Brandywine Community Schools​ �Buchanan Community Schools​
�The Children’s Center - Niles​ ​ �The Children’s Center - Peace​​ �Coloma Community Schools 
�Countryside Academy​​ ​ �Eau Claire Public Schools​ ​ �Immanuel EC Development Center​  
�Lylabugs & Buttons​ ​ ​ �Montessori Children’s Center​ ​ �Stevensville United Methodist​ ​
�Trinity Lutheran - Berrien Springs​ �Trinity Lutheran - St. Joseph​ ​ �Watervliet Public Schools​ ​
�YMCA - Northside​ ​ ​ �YMCA - BH/SJ YMCA 
 

CHILD INFORMATION                                                                                                                                                        
 

Child’s Legal Name: ______________    __________   _____________​ Date of Birth: ___/___/_____ 
​ ​ ​ First Name​          Middle Name       Last Name​ ​ ​              mm   dd   yyyy 
 
Gender: � Male  � Female        
 
Ethnicity:   Hispanic or Latino   �Yes  �No  
 
Race: American  � African American or Black   � Indian or Alaska Native   � Asian   � Hispanic     
                              � Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander   � Caucasian or White   � Two or more races 
 
Address__________________________________   City ______________   Zip________  County_________ 
 
Phone Number:  __________________​ School District of Residence:______________________ 
 
Did the child participate in Strong Beginnings in the 2025/2026 school year?   �Yes  �No  
FAMILY INFORMATION 
Child lives with: � Both Parents  � Mother  � Father  � Joint Custody (If joint, Physical or Legal, Explain) ____________ 

 � Legal Guardian  � Grandparents  � Foster Care  � Other: Explain ____________________ 
 

Parent/guardian Name 1:____________________ 
Parent/guardian date of birth:_________________  
Address: (if different from above):_____________________ 
Current Employer:__________________________ 
Employers Address:_________________________ 
Primary Phone#:___________________________ 
Alternative Phone#:_________________________ 
Email: ___________________________________ 

Parent/guardian Name 2:_____________________ 
Parent/guardian date of birth:_________________  
Address: (if different from above):_____________________ 
Current Employer:__________________________ 
Employers Address:_________________________ 
Primary Phone#:___________________________ 
Alternative Phone#:_________________________ 
Email: ___________________________________ 

 
EMERGENCY CONTACTS other than parent/guardian 

 
1.​ _______________  ___________________  ____________  ____  ______________  ________________ 
      Name​ ​      Street Address​           ​            City​               State     Phone Number​      Relationship to child 

2.​ _______________  ___________________  ____________  ____  ______________  ________________ 
      Name​ ​     Street Address​ ​            City​              State      Phone Number​      Relationship to child
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INCOME & PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY FACTORS 
 

 
Total household income: $________________     Number in Household: ______________ 
If you do not provide this information, your child cannot be enrolled until after August 1. 
 
Is the child experiencing homelessness?   �Yes  �No  
 
Is the child in foster care?   �Yes  �No  
 
Does the child have an Individualized Education Program (IEP)?   �Yes  �No  
If yes, a copy must be provided. 
 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature________________________________​ Date_______________ 
 
 
 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY - For enrollment prioritization and PowerSchool documentation 

% FPL Bracket: 
​ 01:  0-50% 

​ Approved for GSRP by HS 
​ 02:  51-100% 

​ Approved for GSRP by HS 
​ 03:  101-150% 
​ 04:  151-200% 
​ 05:  201-250% 
​ 06:  251-300% 
​ 08:  301-350% 
​ 09:  351-400% 
​ 10:  401-450% 
​ 11:  451% and above​ ​  

Eligibility Factors: 
​ A:  Homelessness (placed in FPL Bracket 01) 
​ B:  Foster Care (placed in FPL Bracket 01) 
​ C:  IEP (placed in FPL Bracket 01)​  

 
 
Automatic Enrollment: 

​ Strong Beginnings Participant 
 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Date Application was Received: ____________ 
 
Order in Which Application was Received: _____ 

 
Application Prioritization Rank #:________ 

I verify that I have reviewed the following documentation with the family: 
​ Proof of Age - Such as a birth certificate, passport, immigration record, or baptismal certificate 
​ Proof of Residency - Such as a driver’s license, rent receipt, utility bill, or letter from shelter or host (if between 
homes) 

​ IEP - If applicable 
 
 
___________________________________________​ ​ __________________________​  
GSRP Staff Signature​ ​ ​ ​                                    Date of Verification 

These materials were developed under a grant awarded by MiLEAP 
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Berrien RESA Photo Release Form for GSRP Students  
 
� I give permission for my son/daughter photo/image to be used. Please complete the form below   
 
� I do not give permission for my son/ daughter photo/image to be used.  However, please complete the 

Guardian’s name and Minor’s name sections as well as sign and date the form.  

I, ____________________________________, give the GSRP school/site, Berrien RESA and its affiliated 
programs permission to use the photo/image/video of the minor named below and grant  the GSRP school/site 
and Berrien RESA all rights to use these photo/image/video in any medium for educational, promotional, 
advertising or other purposes that support the mission of the District. I agree that all rights to the 
photo/image/video belong to GSRP/Berrien RESA.  

Guardian’s Name:______________________________________________________________  

Minor’s Name:_________________________________________________________________  

Parent/Guardian’s Signature:______________________________________________________  

Date:_________________________  

Address:_______________________________________________________________________  

Phone:_______________________________________________________________________  

Email:________________________________________________________________________  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These materials were developed under a grant awarded by MiLEAP 
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GSRP Underage Consideration 
 

****Only complete if your child will turn 4 after September 1 - December 1****   
 
GSRP Underage Eligibility Consideration-Special Circumstances for Children turning 4 after September 1st - 
December 1st. 
 
I understand that a child who turns 4 years old after September 1st - December 1st can be considered for 
enrollment in the Free Preschool in Berrien County by requesting this Special Consideration.  
 
I also understand that the intention of the Great Start Readiness Preschool program is to be provided the year 
before a child enters kindergarten, therefore I am requesting that eligibility for enrollment into a Great Start 
Readiness Preschool program be considered for my child because I plan to request early entry into 
kindergarten the following year.  
 
_________________________________________________ and _______________________________. 
​ ​ Child’s full name​ ​ ​ ​ ​          Date of Birth 
 
I understand that this does not guarantee my child a classroom placement in GSRP for the school year and 
that I will be notified of the enrollment status after September 1. 
 
_________________________________________​​ ​ ________________ 
Parent Signature​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
These materials were developed under a grant awarded by MiLEAP 
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