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The Lord is good to all,

and his mercy is over all that he has made.

-Psalm 145:9

I hope that you have had some vacation time this summer. If not, maybe

it is yet to come. Time away and life at a different pace, can give a

person time to think. For me, I love those quiet moments when I do not

have any particular task to complete, sermon to write, book to read,

Connected article to scribe, person to visit, or place to be. It is rare, but it

is nice to be able to just think. When I have this opportunity, I often think

of how blessed I am. The Lord has been good to me. He has blessed me

with family, friends, church, home, and health. How about you? What

comes to mind when you have time to think? Can you think of how

blessed you are by the Lord?

I would encourage you to take a moment and read all of Psalm 145.

Meditate on these words of David, inspired by the Holy Spirit. Wherever

he uses the word “all” insert your name. You are most certainly part of

“all.” I am sure there have been times in your life when you did not feel

all that blessed. Blessings do not always come in the form and frequency

you would like. Sometimes blessings are disguised in challenges or

troubles. Not all blessings make a person happy or give them good

feelings. Nevertheless, the words of Scripture are true—“The Lord is

good to all.”

A great exercise is taking time every day to consider the goodness of the

Lord. How has He blessed you this day? How has He been merciful,

kind, and good? What do you have in your life that you have been

taking for granted? What blessings would you miss if they were taken

from you? What blessings have come your way during dark and difficult

times? Don't forget the blessings of forgiveness and salvation. The Lord's

goodness is seen most dramatically on the cross. There He earned your

salvation. This gracious gift He gave to you in your baptism and

continues to bless you

through His Word and with

His body and blood. Yes,

indeed, the Lord is good.

Pray that the Lord would

open your eyes to see the

goodness of the Lord. Take

some time, whether during

vacation, in your morning

devotions, at night before

falling asleep, to review

how good the Lord has

been to you.
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August Anniversaries

Michael & Jordan Zaluckyj 8/1/2015

Chad & Jessica Adam 8/4/2018

Tom & Terry Bird 8/4/1988

George & Marilyn Ponka 8/4/1973

Jim & Sue Riemland 8/6/1988

Russ & Pam Stewart 8/6/1971 51st

Doug & Sherry Clem 8/8/1987 35th

Ryan & Brittany Mohney 8/8/2015

Rev. Daniel & Donna Streufert 8/8/1964 58th

Trevor & Jonelle Shiel 8/8/1998

James & Margarete Ball 8/9/1958 64th

Jim & Betsy Goff 8/10/2002 20th

Roger & Chris Petzke 8/10/1974

Cal & Paula Lawrence 8/13/1994

John & Susan Sukup 8/14/1982 40th

Alton & Millie Wendzel 8/14/1954 68th

Grant & Jenna Wood 8/15/2009

Rev. Thomas & Susan Batsky 8/16/1980

Nathan & Amanda Kahne 8/18/2018

Rev. Michael & Amy Roth 8/19/1995

Robert & Brenda Karsten 8/22/1992 30th

Mike & Peri Hansen 8/22/1981

Steven & Pamela Shoemaker 8/24/2007 15th

Eric & Robyn Wendzel 8/24/1996

Vince & Dianne Fernan 8/26/1978

Dave & Bonnie Johnson 8/26/1978

Bob & Joyce Lawrence 8/26/1970 52nd

Charles & Alice Koch 8/27/1960 62nd

Dennis & Bonnie Kublick 8/29/1996

Patrick & Christi Mangold 8/29/2003

Bill & Debbie Morris 8/29/1981

James & Tina Machacek 8/31/1985

Logan & Erin Mosher 8/30/2019

If you do not see your

anniversary listed,

please call the Church

Office at 983-5000 to

update your records.
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This has been a busy year for Trinity so far!

To mention a few items:

• Continuing to recover from the effects of the

COVID pandemic

• Restarting Contemporary Service

- Bringing in Pastor Tom Fischer to help

- Changing Service hours

• Restarting Lay Readers

• The retirement of Principal Terry Bird

• Calling a new Principal (Keith Traska)

• Calling a new Kindergarten Teacher

(Addie Esselman)

• Filling the needs of the Music Ministry until

a new Director of Music can be Called

- Thank you Jennifer, Pastor Fischer,

Heather, and others

• Filling the needs for Director of Youth and

Family Life until New Director contracted

(Clinton Bienz)

- A special thank you to Amy and Sarah

Roth for taking responsibility to keep things

running: Sunday School, VBS, and the Youth

Convention in Houston, TX.

• The delayed (due to COVID) District Convention

in Ann Arbor

In all of this, in spite of the concern and uncertainty, God's blessings

to Trinity are apparent. The Spirit is at work here!

As we continue to recover from the effects of COVID, we ask that

those who have not been attending, know that they are needed,

wanted, and that they need the Church. If you know of people you

know that have concerns, please let us know.

There are many opportunities at Trinity where God's gifts to you

may be used to further His kingdom. One possibility is a new

Ministry being planned: This is anGoodLife – Between The Walls.

intentional ministry to Assisted Living Facilities. We plan to provide

devotions, music, Christian fellowship, (and maybe snacks) to

residents and their families.

The initial training and introduction was in May, but due to the

summer vacations, startup has been delayed. Follow-up planning

and training will begin in August. If you think

you might be interested, let the Church Office

know.

Thank you for your input and support,

Steve Shuler for the Elders

Notes from the Elders

An update from Pastor Batsky who is coordinating our circuit-wide LifePlan project

In Christ Jesus, dear Christian friends,

At the January 2022 meeting of our circuit pastors, it was determined that we, as a circuit, would support LifePlan in the coming year.  In view of the Supreme

Court ruling, in June, this has turned out to be a very timely decision.

LifePlan is a local Christian, pro-life, non-profit agency with offices in Benton Harbor, Niles, and a soon to be opened office in South Bend.  LifePlan provides

free pregnancy testing,  ultrasounds, classes for expectant and new mothers, and emotional and spiritual support to those in need of our Lord's mercy.

At our June circuit pastors' meeting it was further decided to adopt a budget of $25,000, half of which is to be raised in our circuit by Spring 2023; the other

half to be matched on a dollar-for-dollar basis by a synodical grant.   This budget provides for two years of advertising, 220 copies of English/bilingual Bible

story books, a one year's subscription for a Christian video training series, a 2-year subscription to allow LifePlan to text videos to clients offering devotions and

encouragement, mental health counseling, 60 car seats, 40 back pack diaper bags, baby toiletries, and 6 sets of fetal models, showing the development of

human life at 7, 8, 9 & 10 weeks from conception.  As of July 10, $4,259 has already been contributed toward our goal of $12,500.  God be praised!

As required by our application for synodical matching funds, an important part of our plan provides opportunities for members of our congregation to

volunteer in various ways in the ministry of LifePlan.

In September our circuit pastors will be meeting with LifePlan directors to develop more detailed plans  to involve all 10 of our circuit congregations in this

year-long project.  As each of you consider your involvement and support of this undertaking, may you be guided by the Word of God: “Little children, let us not

love in word or talk, but in deed and in truth”, 1 John 3:18, ESV.

Let us pray:  God of all grace, You have commanded us to show mercy to all by bearing fruit in every good work.  Teach us to care for unborn children whom

You create in Your image.  Grant your grace to all mothers of unborn children, that by Word and Spirit, they may have the courage to nurture and cherish their

children.  Surround them with those who will support their needs of body and soul and bless their work.  Grant Your wisdom, we also pray, to all those who are

in authority, that they would value the preservation of all human life, those born and unborn, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.

In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Pastor Thomas Batsky
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MEMBERSHIP CLASS “Basic Bible Teachings”

This class is specifically designed to teach the basics of the

Christian Faith, as found in Luther's Small Catechism, in easy-to-

understand terms and in a highly visual format. Young adults or

adults who are new to the faith, or Lutherans looking for a

refresher will appreciate this simple synopsis of the Lutheran

belief system. Five chapters encourage readers to look at

themselves and their lives in the framework: Living with

Expectations | Living with Jesus as Savior | Living as God's

Child | Living the Christian Life | Living Forever with Jesus

This class will prepare people who desire to become a member of

Trinity. This class will begin once there is a number of people

interested in the group, and will then be organized and

gathered. Please contact the church office or Pastor for more

information. More details about sign ups are available on our

MinistryOne App. Sign-ups continue for the next class.

DAY: 6 Session, flex scheduling (decided by the group)

PLACE: Ministry Center

LEADER: Pastor Roth

SUNDAY

Gospel Readings of the Church Year – ZOOM ON-LINE BIBLE

STUDY (On-going and in progress)

In this study we will discuss the Gospel reading for the day. The

Gospel text carries the theme for the Sundays of the Church Year.

As we gather, online via Zoom, we are ensconced in the safety of

our own home, yet able to see fellow participates and engage in

edifying discussion. A weekly discussion handout will be emailed

each week the participants.

LEADER: Deb Pratt

ONLINE: (contact the church office for the Zoom

login link)

TIME: Sundays, 9:30-10:30 a.m.

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES (on going)

A chapter by chapter look at the history of the early church in the

Holy Spirit inspired book by Luke.

LEADER: Tom Bird

LOCATION: Church Fellowship Hall

TIME: Sundays, 9:30-10:30 a.m.

DAILY

"Jn831" Facebook Daily Study and Discussion

This is a daily, online devotional discussion in a Facebook group.

Jn831 is a reference to John 8:31 – Jesus said, "If you abide in

my word, you are truly my disciples." Even when meeting face to

face is not possible, we can still read the Word together and share

some encouraging thoughts. Join the group and participate as

you are able.

LEADER: Pastor Michael Roth

LOCATION: Facebook Private Group

TIME: available Daily, 5:00 a.m.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Jn831/

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL

Children's Sunday school will meet again in the fall. We're

excited to dive into God's Word together!

5TH / 6TH GRADE BIBLE STUDY

Sunday School for 5th and 6th grade has ended, and will meet

again in the fall.

YOUTH MINISTRY

SENIOR HIGH - SUNDAY

HIGH SCHOOL \ YOUTH GROUP

Sr High Youth: Sr High Youth group will meet in the Solid Rock

every Sunday from 6:30-8:00. This group is open to all

students in grades 9-12. If you would like more information

about Youth Group please email Sarah Roth at

sarah.roth@discovertrinity.org

LEADER: Sarah Roth and Vicar Barnes

LOCATION: Solid Rock Café (outside as weather permits)

TIME: Sundays, 6:30-8:00 p.m.

JUNIOR HIGH

SUNDAY

PUBLIC SCHOOL CONFIRMATION

Confirmation class has concluded for this school year. To register

your 7th or 8th grader for the fall, please contact Sarah Roth at

sarah.roth@discovertrinity.org

FRIDAY

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP

Jr High Youth Group: Jr High Youth Group will meet one Friday

each month from 5:30-7:00 p.m. This is open to all students in

grades 5th-8th, if you have any questions regarding Jr High

Youth Group please contact the church office. See the Youth &

Family Ministries page for more details.

CARING MINISTRIES

STEPHEN MINISTRIES

Stephen Ministries Mission: Christ caring peoplefor through

people.

Stephen Ministers are lay members of our congregation who

receive exclusive training to be able to provide one-to-one

Christian care to people experiencing challenges in life- such as

grief, loneliness, divorce, job loss, anxiety, and many other life

difficulties. “God is the Cure Giver, Stephen Ministers are the

Caregivers”. To receive care from a Stephen Minister, contact

Pastor Roth or Betty Perrone in the church office. STEPHEN

LEADERS: Pastor Michael J. Roth, John Kroonblawd, Sheila

Kroonblawd, Betty Perrone and Jean Christensen.

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

MUSIC MINISTRY at Trinity Lutheran Church:

Want to do something but not sure what? If you sing or play an

instrument, contact Pastor Roth or Pastor Fischer to get connected

to serve the church with your musical talent. We are also looking

for people who are interested in serving the church in worship,

through their vocal or instrumental gift in the Contemporary

Worship.

WOMEN'S BOOK CLUB

Join other women for a lively discussion of a book of the Month.

Check the Women’s Ministry page in the Connected for the

current book selection. The Book Club meets on the third

Saturday of the month.

LEADER: Nancy Pedde

TIME: 10:30-11:30 a.m.

PLACE: Lookout Park (weather permitting) or

Martins, Stevensville MI

FAMILY MINISTRY

We are actively finding ways to help your family grow together in

faith. See the Youth & Family Ministry page and our weekly TLW

email for current events. If you have any questions about this

ministry, please contact the church office or Pastor Roth.

Please don't hesitate to contact the Church

Office at 983-5000, if you have any questions
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BG-Berrien General, CM-Country Manor

Bridgman, CP-Crown Point, CT-Caretel,

GA-Golden Age, J-Jordan's, OG-Orchard Grove,

PR-Pine Ridge; PL -Provision Living, SJ;

RM-Royalton Manor,

WL-Willows, WRR-Wild River Rest Buchanan,

WT-Whitcomb Towers,

WTB-Woodland Terrace Bridgman,

WTSJ-Woodland Terrace St Joseph,

WW-West Woods Niles

Judy Andres;

Betty Bailey;

Bill Bluschke;

Jan Burress, PL

Steve Cayo;

Gerhardt Doroh, PR;

Leah Duryee;

Dianne Fernan;

Gladys Grieger;

Ellie Grimm, Kalamazoo;

Joan Jasper;

Elsie Jasper;

Barb Karstens;

David Karsten, WL;

Shirley Krumrie, WT

Judy Lambrecht ;, PR

Janice Lange;

Agnes Lay;

Dallas Miltibarger;

Dorothy Mutz; WTSJ;

Ruth Patzkowsky;

Linda Pedde;

Anna Pesko, WL;

Gail Postelli;

Deb Pratt;

Fern Schmaltz;

Edna Volkers, WT;

Joan Zonka

Please encourage our

homebound members

and others you may

know to watch Worship

Anew, Sunday mornings

at 11:30 a.m. on WHME-

channel 46.

If you or someone you

know has become

homebound & would like

a Pastoral visit, please

call the Church Office at

(269) 983-5000.

Homebound Members
OFFICIAL ACTS

MEMBERSHIP GAINS

Transfers

Geoff & Stephanie Olohan and children, Dominic,

Ethan, and Luke – from St. Mark Lutheran Church,

Phoenix, AZ

Keith & Kay Traska and children, Stryker (c), Peytra

(c), and Zion (b) – from Zion Lutheran Church,

Mayer, MN

Affirmation / Reaffirmation of Faith

Calvin & L. Paula Lawrence

MEMBERSHIP LOSSES

Deaths

Patricia Hauch – died 5/23/22, buried 5/26/22

Edward Schultz – died 5/24/22, buried 5/28/22

Robert Perry – died 6/4/22, buried 6/9/22

OTHER OFFICIAL ACTS

Weddings

Alyson Wendzel & Alex Grumbine – 6/11/22 @

Walloon Lake

SAGES will be meeting on in theTuesday, August 16th, at 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Ministry Center.

We have finally have a green light for a go!! In keeping with a theme of getting

together like it was our first time in 2016, we will be celebrating by having aN

“olympics theme”…however, in a scaled down physicial activity range. However,

there still will be plenty of laughs, giggles and awesome feats shared and

accomplished by all.

Activities will begin at 11 and run until 12ish. Then lunch will be served ~ definitely

enough to fuel up the lost of calories from competing.

Awards and other surprises will be presented after lunch. We guarantee to have

you on the road to home by 1ish so that you can take that needed “rest/nap”

Back in February 2019 someone won the “giving/sharing plate” with treats. Could that person contact Betty at church

office and tell her if they will be attending with the plate to share or if they would like to return the plate to office

before the meeting and it will be replenished for you.

Remember that we need you to sign up by August 13th if you are attending to Betty, 983-5000. There will be a

suggested donation of $5.00 per person to offset costs, paid at the door on day of activity. No masks will be required

if you are fully vaccinated; unvaccinated or people feeling vulnerable are welcome to wear masks.

We are soooo looking forward to seeing everyone and sharing in so much “catch up news”, smiles, and being

together!

S.A.G.E.S. WE ARE BACKKKKK!
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Hi Trinity Family,

Thank you so much to all of you who have reached out and helped make our move to

Michigan a welcoming transition. We have enjoyed getting to know so many of you and

look forward to meeting many more! Nils Petkze and his team were fantastic at helping us

find a house in the Royalton township. We have been busy unpacking boxes, landscaping,

and making the house become our home. My wife, Kay, has been busy with putting our

family life together and all the transition pieces that come with moving. My three children

have been busy as well. Stryker, 16, will be attending Michigan Lutheran as a junior this

fall, has been applying for jobs and just bought his first car! Peytra, 13, has been actively

getting to meet new kids around the neighborhood and is working on baby and pet sitting

jobs near us. She is looking forward to her 8th grade year at Trinity. Our youngest, Zion

10, has been relaxing around the house and is enjoying his favorite activities of reading

books and playing video games, and is excited to meet many of his 5th grade classmates.

I'm looking forward to getting to know all of the parents and students as the school year

gets closer. If you would like to get together to talk about Trinity and how the school can keep moving forward please

feel free to reach out keith.traska@discovertrinity.org. Whether you have been at Trinity your whole life, or are fairly

new, I would love to chat with anyone who has ideas or concerns. The best thing we can do to help our school is to

pray and be active in the ministry. If you would like to enroll your child or know someone who does, please have

them contact the school office at (269) 983-3056. Thank you everyone for your prayers, connections, and time, as we

all enjoy the summer and beautiful weather and get ready for this upcoming school year. An update for the upcoming

school year will be coming out next week. Mark your calendars the first day of school will be on August 24th!

Blessings,

Keith Traska

ECC

Summer goes by so quickly these days. I feel like I just wrote my June article!! With well over 100 children there is

never a dull moment in the Early Childhood Center. I suppose that is what makes the summer go by so quickly!! We

have been busy filling our days with crafts, fun, friends, and special events. We are beginning to plan for the fall too.

We have waiting lists for most of our rooms, but we do have TWO SPOTS open in Young 5’s for the fall. We have also

started a list for Traditional Preschool. We currently have 18 students combined on Tuesday through Thursday, but if

we get just 6 more we can separate the classes and be open 5 days again in the fall. If you know someone looking for

Preschool for their 3 or 4 year old and they don’t need childcare, we have the perfect program for them. Please pass

along our information and tell them to call the ECC office. We are also hiring for the fall. We are needing help in all

rooms all shifts. I can work around school schedules and second jobs. There is even a bonus available for a limited

time. Please call the office if you or someone you know is interested. I hope you all enjoy the rest of your summer.

Thank you all for your prayers and support. We couldn’t do this with out you!!

Blessings,

Robyn Adams, Director

SCHOOL
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Youth Ministry

Community Outreach Statistics - June 2022

Benton Harbor Soup Kitchen

Trinity’s volunteers served at the Soup Kitchen on Tuesday, June 28th. We served 105 individuals

Sloppy Joes, salad, fruit cups, juice, and cookies. It was the most attended in quite a while. They

have been only serving about 80 people for a few months. I’d like to think that it was our smiling

faces that brought them in! But I know it’s the Lord who is in charge! My thanks to the volunteers

who always makes this happen!

Mobile Food Pantry

Our Mobile Food Pantry was held on Thursday, June 23rd. It was a pleasant 78 degree sunny day.

Trinity served 347 individuals, which included 99 seniors, 22 veterans, and 122 children. We

distributed about 5100 pounds of food.

Many thanks to the 14 volunteers who

made this distribution run very smoothly!

Blessings,

Scott Kizer

Jr High Youth: Jr High Youth Group does meet in August! Watch for more information.

On July 9-13th our high school youth went to the National

Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas. It was great seeing how

God could work through this trip. We look forward to sharing

more with you soon!
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Those Serving

in the Armed Forces

U.S. Marines

SGT Paul Jersey, stationed in Camp Lejeune, Stationed in North

Carolina; son of Tim & Jill Jersey

U.S. Army

PFC Riley Engel, stationed in North Carolina, grandson of Gus &

Judy Hinkelman

PFC Benjamin Johnson, stationed at Fort Myers, VA, grandson of

Natalie Johnson

U.S. Navy

Lt. Adam Roth, Naval Aviator Reserves, son of Rev. Michael and

Amy Roth

Lt. Mark Williams, Navy Pilot, VAQ-136 Squadron, Naval Air

Station, Whidbey Island, Oak Harbor, WA, nephew of Linda

Williams

Ensign Madeline Williams, Expeditionary Strike Group 3, Great

Niece of Linda Williams

ITSN Philip Marquardt, stationed in Virginia Beach, son of Mike &

Dawn Marquardt

Ensign 01 Mallorie and LTJG 02 Brad Miller, stationed in

California, great niece & great nephew of Jan Dasse

U.S. Air Force

Airman 1st Class, Evan Pyatt, US Air Force, stationed in Travis AFB,

California, Grandson of Bill & Margo Pyatt

Tech Sergeant, John Pyatt, US Air Force, returned from the Middle

East, stationed in Minneapolis, MN, son of Bill & Margo Pyatt

Capt. at Patrick AFB,Haleigh Wendzel, US Air Force, stationed

Cocoa Beach FL; daughter of Brad & Joyce Wendzel,

granddaughter of Alton & Millie Wendzel

Airman Kaden Stock, stationed at Hickam Air ForceFirst Class,

Base, Honolulu, Hawaii, Grandson of Mark & Sally Matzke

Airman 1st Class, Stacy M. Streeter, stationed at Jacksonville Air

Force Base, Little Rock, AR, Granddaughter of Charles & Carol Poll

U.S. Coast Guard

Ensign 01 Camille Crabtree stationed in Florida, great niece of Jan

Dasse

Please keep all our Servicemen and women in your prayers, for God's

protection as they serve to help those others. May God keep them safe from

harm and bring them home to their families soon.

If your family members status has changed, please call the church office.

Blue Star Mothers support our veterans and active-duty military personnel,

stateside and overseas. If you would like your loved one to receive a

periodic Care Package, please contact Marie: 269-519-8974; Jane: 269-

469-5182; or email: CharlesBaldwinBSM@yahoo.com

STEPHEN MINISTRIES

What Is Stephen Ministry?

Bear one another's burdens, and in this way, you will fulfill the law of

Christ (Galatians 6:2, NRSV).

Stephen Ministry offers a proven and effective way to organize,

equip, and supervise a team of congregation members—called

Stephen Ministers—to provide high-quality, one-to-one, Christ-

centered care to people in the congregation and the community

experiencing life difficulties.

Who's Involved in Stephen Ministry?

Stephen Leaders are church staff, lay leaders, and pastors trained to

provide ongoing leadership for their congregation's Stephen

Ministry. They are equipped for this key role through the Bridge

Leader's Training Course offered by Stephen Ministries St. Louis.

Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained by their

Stephen Leaders to offer care to people who are hurting. A Stephen

Minister typically has one care receiver at a time and meets with

that person once a week for about an hour.

Care receivers are individuals in the congregation or community

who are going through a crisis or life difficulty. Potential care

receivers first meet with a pastor or Stephen Leader, who assesses

their needs for care and matches them with a Stephen Minister. The

caring relationship lasts for as long as the need persists.

The Blessings of Stephen Ministry

Stephen Ministry multiplies blessings throughout the church and

community.

• Congregations carry out Christ's commandment to “Love one

another as I have loved you” (John 15:12 RSV) in a powerful

and practical way.

• Pastors have a team of gifted, trained, and committed lay

caregivers ready to minister to hurting people.

• Laypeople nurture and use their gifts in meaningful ministry,

growing spiritually as they serve others.

• People who are hurting have a caring Christian presence to

provide emotional and spiritual support.

In short, Stephen Ministry helps carry out the mission of the church.

To learn more about Trinty's

Stephen Ministry program,

contact the church office or

speak to Pastor Roth or a

Stephen Leader: John

Kroonblawd, Sheila

Kroonblawd, Jean

Christensen, or Betty Perrone
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WOMEN'S MINISTRY

LADIES AID By Gladys Pickering

We held our Annual Election at our July meeting. Ardath Poole was re-elected as President. There were no

Candidates for the Secretary's position so that needs to be filled. Bunco was played and there were lots of

laughs and everyone enjoyed dessert and the fellowship that went with it.

Ardath Poole and Jean Christensen left the next day to represent Trinity's Lutheran Women's Missionary

League at the LWML Convention in Frankenmuth. They will be reporting at the August meeting.

A collection was held during the month of July to welcome our new staff; we hope you were able to

support this endeavor. We will be presenting gift baskets to them when they are installed later in August.

If you have ever wondered what the Ladies Aid is all about, we encourage all women to attend our August

meeting which will be on the first Tuesday of the month, August 2nd, at 7pm, in the Lighthouse Café. We'd

love to have you join us!

WOMEN'S BOOK CLUB

Promise Girls by Marie Bostwick

In an emotionally rich and captivating new novel, New York Times bestselling author Marie Bostwick reunites three sisters whose deep bond is

rooted in an unconventional past.

Every child prodigy grows up eventually. For the Promise sisters, escaping their mother's narcissism and the notoriety that came with her

bestselling book hasn't been easy. Minerva Promise claimed that her three "test tube" daughters--gifted pianist Joanie, artistic Meg, and

storyteller Avery--were engineered and molded to be geniuses. In adulthood, their modest lives fall far short of her grand ambitions. But now,

twenty years after the book's release, she hopes to redeem herself by taking part in a new documentary.

Meg, who hasn't picked up a paintbrush in years, adamantly refuses to participate, until a car accident leaves her with crushing medical bills.

While she recuperates in Seattle, the three sisters reluctantly meet with filmmaker Hal Seeger, another former prodigy. Like them, he's familiar

with the weight of failed potential. But as he digs deeper, he uncovers secrets they've hidden from each other--and a revelation that will

challenge their beliefs, even as it spurs them to forge their own extraordinary lives at last.

“Reading Marie Bostwick is like wrapping yourself up in a warm, hand-crafted quilt. Her books, rich in character and plot, are stitched together

by a skilled wordsmith." --Debbie Macomber, #1 New York Times bestselling author "THE PROMISE GIRLS is a beautiful story about the ties that

bind--love, laughter, memories, even secrets kept so long they become a part of the fabric of a family. Marie Bostwick exquisitely tells the tale of

the three Promise girls, former child prodigies who learn to heal the scars of a bitter past so that they can love--and forgive--again." --Melanie

Benjamin, New York Times Best Selling author of The Swans of Fifth Avenue

Contact Nancy Pedde if you have any questions or an interest in joining the Book Club.

Facilitated by Nancy Pedde

Saturday, August 20th, 10:30am

Weather permitting: Lookout Park, Red Arrow Highway

Rain location: Stevensville Martins, 2nd floor
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There is so much interesting history of our congregation.

DID YOU KNOW about these?

DID YOU KNOW? During the first 45 years of its existence,

Trinity congregation had been served in church and school

by means of the German language only. English services

were introduced in the 1911-1912 era. In 1917 services

were being conducted in both the German and English

language. In the 1930s English was designated primary

language. German services were offered through the 1970’s

when the pastor was no longer able to preach.

DID YOU KNOW? The congregation called its first teacher

in 1893. Mr. W.F.Laesch. Prior to that, the pastors served the

dual role of pastor and teacher.

DID YOU KNOW? In the 1965-66 school year the

congregation rented classroom space at the Methodist

Church Building. This was to accommodate Trinity’s school

enrollment -- in September 1966, enrollment was 473 with

a staff of 15 teachers. (The Methodist Church complex was

on the southeast corner of Main and Broad Streets. The

church has since been torn down, and the present City Hall

and police department is located there now.)

DID YOU KNOW? During the Great Depression in the early

1930’s, a number of Trinity members did not attend church

services. Upon investigation by the Deacons of the church, it

was discovered that they felt too embarrassed to attend

church services without some money for the offering. The

chairman of the Deacons at that time, Mr. Julius Rutkowski,

went to the bank and secured several rolls of coins, mostly

nickels and passed these out on Saturday to the members

who were involved. Result? They came to church!

DID YOU KNOW? In May 1922, planning was initiated for

the third and present church structure. In November, three

houses on Court Street were purchased and removed to

provide the space to build the church. The price was

$18,000 for the three houses. The building committee

consisted of the church counsel plus Frank Dasse, Herman

Radke and Julius Rutkowskie.

DID YOU KNOW? On the occasion of the 50th anniversary

of Trinity Lutheran Church of St. Joseph, November 1917,

Pastor Nuechterlein wrote the words to “My Dear Old Trinity”

and Theodore Breihan, a teacher in the school, wrote the

music for this well loved hymn which commemorated our

beloved church.

DID YOU KNOW? In the year of 1891 a group of ladies

from Trinity felt the need of spiritual guidance and

fellowship, and so formed a special organization. This was

the beginning of Trinity’s Ladies Aid. Presently, the Ladies Aid

is still in existence. It’s purpose remains the same, that of

Christian service here at our home church and also in the

mission fields participating with the Lutheran Women’s

Missionary League (L.W.M.L.), a notable international

organization of our synod. Please prayerfully consider joining

this organization, keeping it viable.

FROM THE ARCHIVES By Janet Frazier

UPDATE: CONTEMPORARY PRAISE

Praise Team restart is making modest beginnings during these summer months at

Trinity. In coming months we will continue to seek singers, guitarists, keyboard

players, and other instrumentals to serve our Lord on TSJ Praise Teams.

Our current focus is developing three to four Praise Teams, each consisting of 1-4

people, led by a Team Leader. Each team will lead the music in the Contemporary

service approximately once/month. Currently Praise Teams forming including:

1) The “Dove Team”: Lisa Dove, Team Leader. A wonderfully pleasant and joyful

person of faith, Lisa is an accomplished singer and keyboard player who is seeking

others to join her in praise. Practices for The Dove Team will be during the daytime.

So, those preferring to practice on weekdays will find this PERFECT for their schedule.

2) The “Chaffee Team”: Brad Chaffee, Team Leader. A familiar face in the praise

services, Brad and his wife, Shelly, have a marvelous passion to praise God and to

lead others to praise the love, grace, and glory of Jesus Christ. Their practices will

generally be held in early evenings.

3) The “Fischer Team”: I will be seeking new musicians and inviting them to join the

Team Fischer and/or other Praise Teams…or, perhaps, form other praise teams.

Team Fischer will generally practice on Thursdays, 7 pm.

4) The “YOU Team”: Do you have a special gift of singing, of playing keyboard,

rhythm guitar, bass guitar or percussion? God may be offering you an opportunity to

share your gift of music by leading others to praise Jesus.

WE SELECT THE MUSIC: Praise Team music suggested for each Sunday planned out

at least six weeks ahead of time. OR YOU SELECT MUSIC: Team leaders are, of

course, welcome to change the songs suggested in consultation with Pastor Fischer.

YOU SELECT THE DAY AND TIME of practices and the Sundays you would like to lead

the Sunday, 9:30 am Contemporary Praise Service.

May God bless us as we make beginnings in this ministry of praise!

HANDBELL CHOIR POSSIBLY FORMING

Trinity is considering forming an adult handbell choir for high schooler and adults. It

would likely play at least once a month and occasionally offsite at area senior

communities. A minimum of FIVE committed ringers is necessary.

ADULT CHOIR COMING THIS FALL

Trinity's Adult Choir has been the hallmark of excellent music ministry at Trinity for

decades. Most recently, Heather Steffens led this group with remarkable talent and

effectiveness.

Adult Choir will resume this September with Pastor Tom Fischer serving as director.

We look forward to having our seasoned and experienced choir members return. WE

ARE ALSO WELCOMING NEW SINGERS as well.

For more information on any of these Music Ministries, feel free to

contact me at Thomas.Fischer@DiscoverTrinity.org or on my cell,

248.495.3723.

Music Ministry Notes
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Stewardship

Have you ever noticed the subtle ceremony

involved in receiving the offerings during the

Divine Service? After all the offerings have

been collected, they are brought forward and

given to the pastor or one of his assistants.

The pastor then turns toward the altar, and as

he slightly bows his head, the collection

plates with the offerings in them are raised

slightly to the Lord and then placed either on

the altar or a table for the offerings. Why do

we do have this ceremony? And what does it

teach us? For that is what ceremony does; it

teaches, as the Augsburg Confession tells us,

what we need to know about Christ (AC XXIV,

1–3).

Originally, this ceremony included more than

simply bringing forward what was collected in

the offering plates. The elements for the Holy

Communion—the bread and the wine—were

brought forward along with the offering

plates. As the offering plates and the

elements were lifted toward the Lord, and

placed upon the altar, the elements would be

put in the center and the altar, now made a

table, would be set for the Lord's Supper.

These gifts brought to the altar came from

the sweat of the people's brow. It is the bread

and wine, the fruits of the peoples' labor in

this fallen world. After six days of labor and

toil, the people would bring a generous

proportion for the Lord's work. It was set

upon the altar and offered to the Lord for

Him to take up and press into His service for

His gracious work in and among them.

For what they offered to the Lord from the

sweat of their brow, the bread of anxious toil,

came back to them as the bread of life, the

bread come down from heaven that whoever

eats this bread and drinks this cup would

receive life through the forgiveness of their

sins.

This is not unlike what the Lord did for His

people in the Old Testament:

You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that

comes from the field year by year. And before

the Lord your God, in the place that he will

choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall

eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of

your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock,

that you may learn to fear the Lord your God

always. And if the way is too long for you, so

that you are not able to carry the tithe, when the

Lord your God blesses you, because the place is

too far from you, which the Lord your God

chooses, to set his name there, then you shall

turn it into money and bind up the money in

your hand and go to the place that the Lord your

God chooses and spend the money for whatever

you desire—oxen or sheep or wine or strong

drink, whatever your appetite craves. And you

shall eat there before the Lord your God and

rejoice, you and your household.

What a blessing! God provides for us in all

things. He provides bread from the sweat of our

brows, and He receives this from us in the first

fruits offerings we give to Him in thanksgiving

and praise. He receives and turns it into spiritual

bread, heavenly bread, the bread of eternal life

and gives it back to us so that we might have joy.

So, the next time you are in the Divine Service,

watch this ceremony in wonder, that the Lord

gives back to us, what we have given to Him so

that we may rejoice in the salvation He has won

upon the cross and gives to us in His supper.

Used permission LCMS

The Ceremony of the Offertory
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL

CONGREGATIONAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT—2021/2022 FISCAL YEAR

July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022 (Preliminary - July 8, 2022)

A more detailed Treasurer's

Report is available for viewing in

the Church Office.

Respectfully submitted,

Gus Damaske, Treasurer

ANNUAL ACTUAL % OF ANNUAL ANNUAL YTD ACTUAL % OF ANNUAL

BUDGET YTD BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET YTD BUDGET

TOTAL REVENUE $2,374,043.00 $2,480,392.37 104.48% $2,422,481.00 $2,422,481.00 $2,595,676.78 107.15%

TOTAL EXPENSES $2,305,112.00 $2,228,310.68 96.67% $2,422,481.00 $2,422,481.00 $2,400,919.08 99.11%

REVENUE OVER/(UNDER) EXPENSES $68,931.00 $252,081.69 365.70% $0.00 $0.00 $194,757.70 #DIV/0!

6/30/2020 6/30/2022

LONG-TERM DEBT

Church Extension Fund Mortgage $552,120.04 ($552,120.04) $0.00

TOTAL DEBT $552,120.04 ($552,120.04) $0.00

Over/(Under) to YTD Over/

WEEKLY ENVELOPE & PLATE Contributions Meet Budget (Under) Budget

June 5, 2022 $29,315.26 $14,010.26 $116,833.38

June 12, 2022 $14,207.99 ($1,097.01) $115,736.37

June 19, 2022 $17,808.57 $2,503.57 $118,239.94

June 26, 2022 $11,117.36 ($4,187.64) $114,052.30

Totals $72,449.18 $11,229.18

Weekly Envelope & Plate Budget Needed: $15,305.00

CASH REPORT--JUNE, 2022

DAILY LOW BALANCE $658,569.77

DAILY HIGH BALANCE $785,522.97

DAILY AVERAGE FOR THE MONTH $738,337.73

GENERAL FUND

2020-2021 2021-2022

MEMORIALS
The following have made a gift to Trinity Lutheran Church or School

In memory of Patricia Hauch:

Glenna Collins

In memory of Robert Perry:

Eleanor Dorow

Rich Hackbarth

Lee Sadler

Shirley Truhn

In memory of Edward Schultz:

Robert and Cheryl Freed

John Goldner

Shirley Kasischke

Patrice Nelson

Lee Sadler

Ruth Shuler

Beth Smith

J Duane and Christine Tilly

Larry and Marci Thivierge

Shirly Truhn

Darlene Zelmer

Gary and Betty Zilke
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We Are Celebrating...

The following Trinity Members are celebrating birthdays this month:

If you do not see your birthday listed, please call the Church Office @

983-5000 to update your records. We indicate the age of members 80 years &

over. If you do not want your age listed, please contact the Church Office.

8/1 1 Sam.17:1-19; Acts26:1-23

8/2 1 Sam. 17:20-47; Acts26:24—27:8

8/3 1 Sam.17:48—18:9; Acts27:9-26

8/4 1 Sam.18:10-30; Acts27:27-44

8/5 1 Sam. 19:1-24, Acts28:1-15

8/6 1 Sam. 20:1-23; Acts28:16-31

8/7 1 Sam.20:24-42; 1 Cor.1:1-25

8/8 1 Sam.24:1-22; 1 Cor.1:26-2:16

8/9 ! Sam.25:1-22; 1 Cor.3:1-23

8/10 1 Sam.25:23-44; 1 Cor.4:1-21

8/11 1 Sam.26:1-25; 1 Cor.5:1-13

8/12 1 Sam.28:3-25; 1 Cor.6:1-20

8/13 1 Sam.31:1-13; 1 Cor.7:1-24

8/15 2 Sam.5:1-25; 1 Cor.8:1-13

8/16 2 Sam.6:1-19; 1 Cor.9:1-23

8/17 2 Sam.7:1-17; 1 Cor.9:24—10:22

8/18 2 Sam.7:18-29; 1 Cor.10:23—11:16

8/19 2 Sam. 11:1-27; 1 Cor.11:17-34

8/20 2 Sam.12:1-25;1 Cor.12:1-13

8/22 1 Kings2:1-27; 1 Cor.13:1-13

8/23 1 Kings 3:1-15; 2 Cor.1:1-22

8/24 1 Kings 5:1-18; 2 Cor.1:23-2--17

8/25 1 Kings 7:51—8:21; 2 Cor.3:1-18

8/26 1 Kings8:22-30; 2 Cor.4:1-18

8/27 1 Kings9:1-9, 10:1-13; 2 Cor.5:1-21

8/29 1 Kings 11:42-12:19; 2 Cor. 7:1-16

8/30 1 Kings 12:20—13:5,33-44; 2 Cor. 8:1-24

8/31 1 Kings 16:29—17:24; 2 Cor. 9:1-15

Sundays and Festival Days

8/7 (Ninth Sunday after Pentecost) Gen. 15:1-6;

Hebrews11:1-16; Luke 12:22-34

8/14 (Tenth Sunday after Pentecost) Jer.23:16-29;

Hebrews11:17-31;Luke12:49-53

8/21 (Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost) Isaiah66:18-23;

Hebrews 12:4-24; Luke13:22-30

8/28 (Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost) Prov.25:2-10

Hebrews13:1-17;Luke 14:1-14

Daily Lectionary

8/1 Emma Brady, Erika Wood

8/2 David Anzini, Lauren Clem, McKenzie Clem, Sandra Hettig,

Allandra Johnson

8/3 Kelly Klank, Lucas Petzke, Millie Wendzel*

8/4 Sarrah Jackson

8/5 Michael Rushlow

8/6 Chase DeCamp, Amy Iliff, Sheila Kroonblawd, Jason Yates

8/7 Jenna Ashmead, Cassidy Helsley, Natalie Schroeder

8/8 Kevin Bury, Lars Petzke, Cathy Schaffer, Bill Schmidt,

Justin West

8/9 Amelia Conrad, Betsy Goff, Nancy Perry, Jackie Pudell

8/10 Jeanne Feltner, Stevie Mims, Matthew Peirce, Ed Siedenstrang,

Elizabeth Wagner*

8/11 Mary Jane Hiler, Deborah Liggett, Steve Mims, Charles Poll*,

Jay Schroeder, Colin Wiederwax

8/12 Evelyn Fisher

8/13 David Bartloff, Steve Lockman, Christine Petzke,

Brooke Siedenstrang

8/14 Michael Varney

8/15 Michael Peirce, Adeline Zaluckyj

8/16 James Ball*, Tom Jeffers

8/17 Elise Bradford, Marc Freudenburg, Scott Kizer, Janet Radde,

Dean Schmaltz*, Matthew Tilley, Kelsey West

8/18 Lindsey Denuyl, Ashley Jensen, Michael Siemans

8/19 Jack Halstead, Erin Murray, Emily Raschke, Daniel Sperb,

Cathy Tilley, Stephen Warren

8/20 William Pyatt*, David Stygar

8/21

8/22 Aimee Brady

8/23 Steve Cayo, Andrew Huff, Deb Ostrander, Ron Pape*,

Shannon Tesar, Laura White, Connor Wiskow

8/24 Maddox Iliff, Melissa Siedenstrang

8/25 Charles Barchett, Maya Brady, Karen Fisher, Janet Lambrecht*

8/26

8/27 Charles DeVore, Dawn Rynearson, Ann Schroeder

8/28 Christine Bieri, Mandi Coburn, Bradley King, Helen Server

8/29 Charlene Brady, Barbara Karstens*,

Gail Postelli

8/30 Noah Engel, Joel Roth, Jerry Schlaack*,

Brian Schmidt

8/31 Brian Berndt, Bill Haase, Michael Riemland,

David Ruff

*=Special Birthday
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WEEKLY EVENTS

SUNDAY

Worship, 8a & 9:30a (Contemporary), 11a, S

(11 am is Live Streamed on Facebook &

Website)

Gospel Readings of the Year, 9:30 am, Zoom

The Acts of The Apostles, 9:30 am, CFH

Senior High Youth Grp, 6:30-8 pm, SRC

MONDAY

Men's Basketball, 6-8p, Gymnasium

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Worship Service (Mask Mandatory), 11 am, S

THURSDAY

Praise Team Rehearsals, 7-8:30p, S

ADDITIONAL EVENTS

Monday, 8/1

Ex. Committee, 5:30p, MC-1st fl

Bd of Education, 6:30p, MC-2nd fl

Tuesday, 8/2

Ladies Aid Meeting, 6:30p, LHC

Wednesday, 8/3

Thursday, 8/4

Friday 8/5

Saturday, 8/6

Sunday, 8/7

Mission Fund Door Offering

Monday, 8/8

The 3 “C's”, 1-3p, LHC

Church Council Mtg, 6:30-9p, MC-2nd fl

Tuesday, 8/9

Wednesday, 8/10

Stephen Leaders Planning Mtg, 6:30-9p, LHC

Thursday, 8/11

Friday, 8/12

September Connected articles due

Saturday, 8/13

Sunday, 8/14

Monday, 8/15

Bd of Prop & Finance, 6:30-8:30p, MCB

Tuesday, 8/16

SAGES, 11a-1p, LHC

Wednesday, 8/17

Thursday, 8/18

Friday, 8/19

Saturday, 8/20

Women's Book Club, 10:30a, Lookout Park

Sunday, 8/21

Faculty Installation & Rededication

Monday, 8/22

The 3 “C's”, 1-3p, LHC

Bd of Elders Mtg, 6:30-9p, MC-2nd fl

Tuesday, 8/23

Soup Kitchen, 10a, BH

Stephen Ministry Peer Supervision, 6:30-8:30p, LHC

Wednesday, 8/24

First Day of School

Thursday, 8/25

Mobile Food Pantry, 12:30p, MC Parking Lot

Friday, 8/26

Saturday, 8/27

St. Ministry Training, 8a-Noon, LHC

Sunday, 8/28

New Member Reception

Monday, 8/29

Tuesday, 8/30

Wednesday, 8/31

This Month at Trinity August 2022

CFH-Christian Fellowship Hall; CMR-Children’s Ministry Room;

LHC-Lighthouse Café; LHL-Lighthouse Lounge; MC-Ministry

Center; MCB-Ministry Center Boardroom; S-Sanctuary;

SRC-Solid Rock Café; SCH-School; WC-Welcome Center

Ladies Aid Meeting, Tuesday, August 2, 7-9 p,

Lighthouse Cafe

Mission Door Offering, Sunday, August. 7, after

each service

September Connected Articles Due, Friday,

August 12

The 3 “C's”, Monday August 8 & August 22, 1-3p,

LHC

SAGES, Tuesday, August 16, 11a-1p, LHC

Women's Book Club, Sat. August 20, 10:30a,

Lookout Park (if rain-Martins Stevensville)

Faculty Installation & Rededication, Sun.

August 21st

Soup Kitchen, Tuesday, August 23, 10a-2p,

Benton Harbor

First Day of School, Wednesday, August 24th

Mobile Food Pantry, Thursday, August 25, 12:30pm,

MC parking lot

New Members Reception, Sunday, August 28

Please Note...
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Newsletter Submissions

To meet publication deadlines, all

articles must be received by the

2nd Friday of each month.

Please don't forget to include your

phone contact information!

Turn information into the Church Office

in person, by fax 983-8933, or e-mail

to betty.perrone@discovertrinity.org

Questions? Suggestions?

Contact Betty Perrone at Church office.

Faith in Verse -

Long Term Faith Assurance (God's Own Child, I Gladly Say It” LSB 594)

Death, you can not end my gladness; I am baptized into Christ!

When I die, I leave all sadness To inherit Paradise!

Though I lie in dust and ashes Faith's assurance brightly flashes:

Baptism has the strength divineTo make life immortal mine. (verse 4)

There are many people who have bought long term health insurance hoping it

will protect them from the ravaging expenses of full-time care in a medical facility if they

reach a point of life where they can no longer take care of themselves. By purchasing such

policies people hope to avoid worrying about the future and what will happen to them should

they grow very old. As reassuring as such protection might be, there are limited benefits in

the long run because no matter how great the policy might be, there is still death waiting for

them. There are no insurance policies that protect you from dying.

For God's chosen people Christ has introduced a sacrament with even greater benefits called

Baptism. When we receive the Holy Spirit in Baptism we put on Christ and walk with Him

throughout our entire faith journey. That means our God is with us both in this life and then

even in the life to come after we die. Faith's assurance flashes in my life even when I lie in

dust and ashes. No insurance that I know of is on the market can match the strength of

divine baptism and make life immortal mine.

It is because we are baptized into Christ that we do not cringe over the conditions of this

world that seem to threaten us with death and destruction. It is because we are baptized into

Christ that life's sadness does not cast us down into a pit of despair. In Christ we have the

assurance that surpasses even the best insurance we could ever hope to buy.

by Robert Lawrence

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


