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Lent is often seen through various perspectives. For some, it is the time of self-reflection. Some of 

us take the time to reflect on who we are as sinners and the frailty of humanity as a whole as Genesis 
3:19 reminds us, “…for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” For others, this is the time to 
reflect upon the power and might of God as the time of Jesus’s crucifixion is drawing near and that by 
his crucifixion, “the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life,” John 
3:14-15. But above all the numerous perspectives that we may see in this Lenten season, we 
prayerfully meditate on the one fact that God gave up his one and only Son for all of us. And if God 
gave up his Son to bring us closer to heaven, wouldn’t He give us everything that we could possibly 
need to sustain this earthly life of ours until at last we are called into the bosom of God in heaven? 

Of the unmeasurable number of gifts and graces that God showers upon us, the free gift of His 
forgiveness is ultimately the gift that keeps on giving. By the cruelty of the cross and the condemnation 
of the crucifixion, our Lord Jesus Christ has won for us all forgiveness and mercy by His blood as Isaiah 
so perfectly writes in chapter 53: “Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he 
was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his 
wounds we are healed.” It is by the scars and stripes of Jesus that we are washed anew as His 
unblemished children. It is by the nails and hammer that we are found guiltless before the throne of 
God. But even more so, it is by the love and compassion of our Lord that we are those who inherit the 
kingdom of God.   

So we, who have been rescued from the sting of death by the resurrection of Jesus, are called to 
imitate that same love. We are to imitate the compassion, the mercy, and the grace that was shown to 
us not to make it our own or to glorify ourselves, but because Christ Jesus has made us his own (Phil. 
3:12).Our citizenship is in heaven and from it we await our Savior. God has revealed to us our goal- let 
us hold fast to it and remain firm in His unbreakable truth.   
   
 

 


