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Today we celebrate the 499th year from the beginning 

of the Reformation. Of course, the 500th anniversary next 
year will be a big deal in the Lutheran Church and among 
Protestants in general. It was on October 31, 1517 that 
Martin Luther nailed the 99 Theses to the church door in 
Wittenberg, Germany, sparking the movement within the 
church, known today at the Reformation. In these theses 
Luther challenged the church of his day to reexamine their 
official teaching and practice based on the Word of God. It 
was his goal to start a discussion within the church that 
would bring about reform, returning the church to her 
roots in the sacred Scriptures. 

If Luther were alive today and he were to compose 
some theses to be nailed to our church door, what do you 
suppose they would say. What areas within the church of 
our day need reforming? What reformation should be 
taking place among us to take us back to the Word of God 
and the mandate of Christ to His church? I suspect that 
there would be many answers to these questions from the 
people of Trinity. Hopefully we would each examine our 
own lives and consider what needs to be confessed and 
what repentance should take place. No doubt we all need 
some reformation in our personal faith and life. 

One of the criticism I hear concerning the church of 
our day, that Luther would have identified also in his day, 
is that the church is too much of an institution. What is 
meant by this criticism is that congregations and 
denominations are too concerned about institutional 
survival and not concerned enough about carrying out the 
Great Commission of making disciples of all nations. Could 
this criticism be made of Trinity? I suppose it depends on 
who you ask and what vantage point you have. Tough 
questions on this topic would center around the allocation 
of resources. How much of our budget is for the benefit of 
our members versus that which benefits others? How much 
time is spent by our staff serving the congregation versus 
reaching out to the unchurched? 

These questions are hard to answer and even harder to 
correct. The ministry designed to serve our members does 
have an equipping aspect, which should prepare all of us 
to reach out with the love of Christ to the unchurched and 
marginalized in our community. The question is, are we 
doing it? Where does the Reformation begin? I suppose 
each of us should say, “It must begin with me!” 


