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John the Baptist is an interesting figure in the New Testament. He 
came into the world in a rather miraculous way. His elderly parents had 
long since given up on having children. Toward the end of their lives the 
angel Gabriel came to them and said they would have a child and this child 
would be appointed by God to do great things. His birth was not heralded 
by angels, as was that of Jesus, but his father Zachariah’s tongue was 
loosed, after nine months of silence. He was given the name John, as the 
angel had instructed. 

Then, after 30 years of silence, John comes on the scene preaching 
and baptizing for repentance, announcing that the kingdom of God was at 
hand. His appearance is as a prophet of old. He is given the privilege of 
baptizing Jesus in the Jordan river, witnessing His anointing with the Holy 
Spirit, and hearing the Father declare of Him, “This is My beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.” From there John had one purpose; to point to 
Jesus and declare, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world.” He made it clear to all who would listen, “I am not the Christ. One 
comes after me who was before me, who is greater than I, whose sandals I 
am not worthy to stoop down and untie. He must increase and I must 
decrease.” If there was ever a person who understood, “I’s not about me,” 
it was John the Baptist. 

Not long after Jesus’ public ministry began, John was arrested and 
put in prison. There he remained for a short time, until he was beheaded 
because he dared to speak the truth. We do not know how long John’s 
career lasted, although it was very short. But that doesn’t mean it wasn’t 
significant. The Lord had prepared him “for such a time as this.” As short as 
it was, John’s life was significant, because he was a faithful servant of the 
Lord. 

Our lives are no different. We have been allotted a certain amount of 
time, known only to God. With this time, we are to be faithful servants of 
the Lord. We are to recognize Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes our sins 
away. We are to decrease as He increases in our lives. We are to point to 
Jesus and say, “Behold, the Savior of the world.” We are to be servants of 
the Most High God. Then, when our short life is ended, we will be gathered 
with John, and all who confessed Christ, in our eternal home. This is what 
our National Lutheran Schools Week theme next Sunday is all about: 
“Making Disciples for Life.” Pray for us, join us, and live a life of 
significance! 


