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8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. 

12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God, and saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men. 

Luke 2 
 

How many times have you read or heard the passage above? 

Probably more than you can count. I hope it never gets old. It truly is a 

message of “good tidings of great joy.” Born of the Virgin Mary, laid in 

a manger of Bethlehem, and wrapped in swaddling clothes is the Savior 

of the world. 

I wonder how many people in our world hear this message and think 

it is good news? To understand the magnitude of this message, one 

must understand the alienation that exist between God and man 

because of sin. Without knowledge of the existence of a Creator God, 

and the deep depravity of human sin, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord 

really means nothing. 

As precious as this message is to Christians, the message is not just 

for us. The angel said, this good tidings of great joy, … shall be to all 

people. Jesus came into the world to save the world, the whole world. 

Reaching the world with the saving Gospel is done in the same way as 

it was that first Christmas night—one person at a time. The angel spoke 

the message to the shepherds. The shepherds made known what they 

had heard and seen to those they knew or encountered. 

This good tidings of great joy is broadcast far and wide, on the 

internet, TV, radio, and in print, at this time of year. Many will hear 

the nativity story and are familiar with the narrative. However, there 

is nothing as effective and meaningful as one person sharing this great 

joy with another. Don’t keep this joy and peace to yourself, join the 

angels, the shepherds and make known what you have heard and seen. 

 


