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This is the First Sunday in Advent, which means we are focused on 

the preparations that lead up to Christmas. You will see the church 

transformed, over the next couple of weeks, with greens and trees and 

colorful decorations. Everywhere you go there will be Christmas music, 

holiday cheer, celebrations, and parties, of one kind or another. 

People will be Christmas shopping and planning for festive gatherings. 

Your to-do list will become overwhelming and by the time December 25 

arrives you will be exhausted. This is the annual ritual that engulfs 

most of us. 

So, it is really hard to stay focused this time of year on what the 

church believes to be the main theme of Advent, that is, the Second 

Coming of Christ. Even as we ready ourselves to celebrate the Lord’s 

first coming, we do so to prepare for the Second Advent. In this 

Sunday’s Gospel reading Jesus says, But concerning that day and hour 

no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the 

Father only (Mt. 24:36). Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know 

on what day your Lord is coming (Mt. 24:42). Therefore you also must 

be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect 

(Mt. 24:44). 

Jesus is telling us to stay focused. Stay focused on the most 

important things of life. Stay focused on the return of Christ and the 

coming of the Last Day. Stay focused on the work the Lord has given 

you to do. While Jesus urges us to stay focused, the world is 

continually distracting us. Life is so hectic and challenging at times, it 

is hard to step off the merry-go-round long enough to focus on bigger 

things. With a family to raise, a house to maintain, a career to chase, 

and a host of other obligations or interests to pursue, who has time or 

energy for much else? 

Let me encourage you to make an effort to find the time for faith 

development. Find time to focus on your relationship to your Maker and 

Redeemer. Advent worship will be on Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. and 

6:30 p.m. Use your Portals of Prayer during this season and read the 

Scriptures. Let the peace of Christ be upon your heart and mind. Use 

this Advent season to focus on the promises and blessings of Christ’s 

first and second coming. 


