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Even though it looks like Christmas outside, this coming Thursday is 

Thanksgiving Day. We will be gathering to worship on Wednesday at 

11:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. It is most fitting that we mark this national 

holiday with thanksgiving and praise to the Almighty God, who has 

given us all that we have. In the history of the world, I do not know if 

there has been a nation and a generation as richly blessed as our own. I 

know that people love to complain about politics, the price of gas and 

groceries, the weather, and you a hundred other things, but that we 

would complain about such inconsequential things is evidence of our 

affluence. Some have labelled these things as “First world problems.” 

This past week we covered the 9th and 10th Commandments in 

Catechism class in our school. These are the commandments that deal 

with coveting. Coveting usually begins with dissatisfaction. Advertising, 

peer pressure, and envy lead to discontentment, which leads to 

coveting, which can lead to violations of the 7th Commandments, and 

others. In truth, when we are discontent with what God has given us, 

or covet what is not ours, we are sinning against God and violating the 

1st Commandment. 

Thanking and praising God for all His gifts, material and spiritual, is 

the best way to avoid coveting or discontentment. When we appreciate 

what God has given us, and trust that He knows best what we need, we 

can have a grateful heart. 

 

Now thank we all our God 

with heart and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things has done, 

in whom his world rejoices; 

who from our mothers' arms 

has blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 

 

O may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts 

and blessed peace to cheer us, 

to keep us in his grace, 

and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all ills 

of this world in the next. 

 

 

 

 

All praise and thanks to God 

the Father now be given, 

the Son and Spirit blest, 

who reign in highest heaven 

the one eternal God, 

whom heaven and earth adore; 

for thus it was, is now, 

and shall be evermore. 


