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The book I am reading right now is Meaningful Outreach: An 

Essential Guide for Churches by Mark Wood, the director of LCMS 

Witness & Outreach Ministry. He makes the following distinction. 

 

 

Witness & Outreach Ministry: Witnessing to the 

nonchurched -  

 

The “&” in Witness & Outreach underscores that 

there are two different elements to this ministry of The 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 

Witness is the work we have been given to do as 

the church scattered. We have opportunities to speak 

of Jesus with the people in our everyday lives who are 

our friends, co-workers, neighbors, family members, 

etc. 

Outreach is the work we do as the church 

gathered. It is our collective effort through ministries, 

services, events, and other activities as the church 

through which we invite and include others into Word 

and Sacrament ministry. 

Witness & Outreach are distinct, but they work 

together so people will know of Jesus and be gathered 

into His Church through us. 

 

Trinity will be very busy in the next two months with outreach. 

Together, as the saints gathered, we will have worship services for 

Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas. We will have Advent dinners, a 

Christmas workshop, and church decorating. Ladies Aid, SAGES, Youth 

groups, and others will have Christmas gatherings and celebrations. We 

will reach into the community with our Food Truck, Soup Kitchen, 

Heads, Hands, and Feet Project, food in-gather, Thanksgiving Basket 

deliveries, and Wish Tree giving. 

The staff and many volunteers work hard at outreach. What we 

may be missing is witnessing, the ministry of the church scattered. 

Effective and meaningful outreach requires both, outreach and 

witness. With whom might you share your faith? Invite to church? Bring 

to a celebration? Include in a party? This is a great time of year to let 

our light shine so that others see Jesus. 


