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Luke 9:51-62 

 
51 When the days drew near for him to be 

taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 
52 And he sent messengers ahead of him, who 
went and entered a village of the Samaritans, to 
make preparations for him. 53 But the people did 
not receive him, because his face was set toward 
Jerusalem. 54 And when his disciples James and 
John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to 
tell fire to come down from heaven and consume 
them?” 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 
56 And they went on to another village.  

57 As they were going along the road, 
someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever 
you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have 
holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son 
of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To 
another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, 
let me first go and bury my father.” 60 And Jesus 
said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own 
dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the 
kingdom of God.” 61 Yet another said, “I will 
follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to 
those at my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one 
who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is 
fit for the kingdom of God.” 

 
 

Heavenly Father, help us to fix our eyes on Jesus, 
that we might be fit for the kingdom of God. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Straight Ahead 

 
It was my dad who taught me how to plow a field. You want to 

have straight furrows so that you have even coverage and the 
whole field is plowed. It is also more efficient to go in a straight 
line. The best way to plow a straight furrow is to pick a focal point 
at the end of the field and look ahead to that spot. If you keep 
looking back, to see how you have done, you will end up with 
crooked furrows. 

Maybe you have never plowed a field, but you have probably 
mowed a lawn or driven on the road. The best way to go straight 
and to stay in your lane is to look straight ahead. We tend to veer 
in the direction we are looking. You know what those rumble strips 
sound and feel like when you veer onto the shoulder of the 
highway because you are looking at a deer or some object out in a 
field. 

So, it is when following Jesus. He needs to be our focal point. 
When we look straight ahead toward Jesus, that is the direction 
we will go. When we get distracted by other things, such as 
material concerns, family matters, or personal crises, we will veer 
to the right or to the left. Jesus is not suggesting that these things 
are unimportant. A person does need a place to live for himself 
and his family. We do need to give attention to personal crises like 
funerals and medical challenges. We do need to cultivate 
relationships with family, friends, and coworkers. After all, even 
the farmer will take a quick glance behind him from time to time 
to make sure his plow is working properly. But none of these 
things are more important that the kingdom God.  

What direction are you looking? What is it that has captivated 
your interest or demands your attention? Are you climbing in your 
career? Are you working for a bigger house, a cabin on a lake, nicer 
toys, or more exotic vacations? Does partying with friends, or 
mellowing out with a beer or two or three, dictate your weekend? 
Are your Sunday morning activities dominated by golf, fishing, 
sleeping, relaxing, or recreating? The direction you look, is the 
direction you will go. 

How do we plow a straight furrow, keep on the straight and 
narrow, stay fit for the kingdom of God? The answer is, look 
straight ahead to Jesus. It is the same way when running a race. 
You will not win if you look away from the finish line. The writer of 
Hebrews says it well, Therefore, since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and 
sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God (Heb. 12:1-2). 

When we fix our eyes on Jesus, we see His cross, His wounds, 
His thorn scarred brow and are reminded of what He has done for 
us. We are given hope and direction. We know who we are, where 
we are going, and Who will bring us to our final destination.  

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The Spirit’s guiding to help us look straight ahead to Jesus the Author and Perfector of our faith. 

• Those who must bury their dead and care for the sick, that they do so with trust in Jesus’ mercy. 

• Our search for a Director of Marketing and Recruitment, that the right person be led to us. 

• Continual recovery from the pandemic. 
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