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1 Kings 19:9b-21 
And behold, the word of the Lord came to 

him, and he said to him, “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?” 10 He said, “I have been very jealous 
for the Lord, the God of hosts. For the people of 
Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down 
your altars, and killed your prophets with the 
sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek 
my life, to take it away.” 11 And he said, “Go out 
and stand on the mount before the Lord.” And 
behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and 
strong wind tore the mountains and broke in 
pieces the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord 
was not in the wind. And after the wind an 
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake. 12 And after the earthquake a fire, 
but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire 
the sound of a low whisper. 13 And when Elijah 
heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and 
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. 
And behold, there came a voice to him and said, 
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He said, “I 
have been very jealous for the Lord, the God of 
hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken your 
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed 
your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, 
am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” 
15 And the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your 
way to the wilderness of Damascus. And when 
you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king over 
Syria. 16 And Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall 
anoint to be king over Israel, and Elisha the son of 
Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to be 
prophet in your place. 17 And the one who 
escapes from the sword of Hazael shall Jehu put 
to death, and the one who escapes from the 
sword of Jehu shall Elisha put to death. 18 Yet I 
will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees 
that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth 
that has not kissed him.”  

19 So he departed from there and found Elisha 
the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve 
yoke of oxen in front of him, and he was with the 
twelfth. Elijah passed by him and cast his cloak 
upon him. 20 And he left the oxen and ran after 
Elijah and said, “Let me kiss my father and my 
mother, and then I will follow you.” And he said 
to him, “Go back again, for what have I done to 
you?” 21 And he returned from following him and 
took the yoke of oxen and sacrificed them and 
boiled their flesh with the yokes of the oxen and 
gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose 
and went after Elijah and assisted him. 
 
Wisper Your words of hope in our ear, O Lord, 
that we might serve You. In Christ. Amen. 

A Wisper of Hope 
Pastor Blanco of Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church in Ft. Lupton, 

Colorado awoke Sunday morning bright and early, as he normally 
did.  He showered, dressed, ate, and  proceeded to prepare for the 
church service, as he always did.  However, as the hour for 
worship approached, he grew concerned: no one else was there!  
Not even the ushers or the organist!  A lot of people were 
accustomed to arriving at the last minute, but this was ridiculous!  
As the hour for worship struck, Pastor Blanco sat on the chancel 
steps in utter despair.  Not one person had come to church.  He 
had never felt so depressed, so alone.  As a pastor he concluded 
that he was a failure.  He began to think mean thoughts about the 
elders and officers.  He imagined them all out at the lake or at 
brunch.  Why had God called him to a congregation that cared so 
little for the Lord?  Then the church door opened.  In walked the 
organist nonchalantly.  Pastor Blanco glared.  “What’s the matter, 
Pastor?” the organist asked.  Before the pastor could answer, the 
organist noted the clock in the sanctuary, “Oh, look, nobody’s 
turned back that clock yet.  Wouldn’t want people to be an hour 
off, would we, Pastor?”  Pastor Blanco sprang to his feet to change 
the clock, trying in vain to conceal his flushed face.  “No, we 
certainly wouldn’t want that.” 

This pastor is not the only one who has ever felt alone.  The 
truth is, feeling alone or deserted or misunderstood is a common 
feeling.  I am sure that you have felt alone at some time or another 
yourself.  In fact, maybe you do now.  Maybe you feel alone 
because you are single and living by yourself.  Maybe you are living 
with other people who seem not to care or understand you.  It is 
easy to be alone even surrounded by many people. 

Even the mighty prophet Elijah felt that way in our text.  Elijah 
prophesied in the Northern Kingdom of Israel when Omri was king.  
Omri had brought stability to the kingdom, but not orthodoxy. 
Omri’s son Ahab further distorted the faith by reaching outside of 
Israel to take a wife, Jezebel of Sidon, importing her Baal-
worshiping prophets to serve her needs. 

God understood Elijah’s frustration, fear and loneliness.  The 
Lord responded to him in a gracious and loving way.  First of all 
God listened to Elijah’s complaint.  He visited him with the 
presence of the Lord.  The Scriptures say, “Then a great and 
powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks 
before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind.  After the wind 
there was an earthquake, but he Lord was not in the earthquake.  
After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in  the fire.  
And after the fire came a gentle whisper.  When Elijah heard it, he 
pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth 
of the cave.” 

God taught Elijah that He didn’t have to demonstrate with 
power and great wonders to be present with the prophet.  
Sometimes God’s presence would be quiet and unassuming, 
virtually undetectable. 

God also comforted Elijah assuring him that he was not alone.  
Indeed there were 7,000 faithful still in Israel – “all whose knees 
have not bowed down to Baal and all whose mouths have not 
kissed him.” 

 

Please pray for: 

• Those who feel alone or abandoned, that they might hear the assurance of God’s Word. 

• Those who are discouraged by failure or setback, that they might be encouraged by God’s people. 

• Our search for a Director of Marketing and Recruitment, that the right person be led to us. 

• Strength and healing for those struggling with the coronavirus. 
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