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Hebrews 2:1-13 

 
2 Therefore we must pay much closer attention 

to what we have heard, lest we drift away from 
it. 2 For since the message declared by angels proved 
to be reliable, and every transgression or 
disobedience received a just retribution, 3 how shall 
we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It 
was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested 
to us by those who heard, 4 while God also bore 
witness by signs and wonders and various miracles 
and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according 
to his will. 

5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the 
world to come, of which we are speaking. 6 It has 
been testified somewhere, 

“What is man, that you are mindful of him, 
    or the son of man, that you care for him? 
7 You made him for a little while lower than the 
angels; 
    you have crowned him with glory and honor,  
8     putting everything in subjection under his feet.” 

Now in putting everything in subjection to him, 
he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do 
not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9 But we 
see him who for a little while was made lower than 
the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and 
honor because of the suffering of death, so that by 
the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 

10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by 
whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, 
should make the founder of their salvation perfect 
through suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and those 
who are sanctified all have one source. That is why 
he is not ashamed to call them brothers,  12 saying, 

“I will tell of your name to my brothers; 
    in the midst of the congregation I will sing your 
praise.” 

13 And again, 
“I will put my trust in him.” 
And again, 
“Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 
 

 
Not Ashamed to Suffer for Us 

 
At night, after our work is done, my wife and I enjoy 

watching something on Netflix or Hulu or one of the other 
streaming services. It seems that we get drawn into crime 
dramas or mysteries. Some time ago we watched a series 
called 24. It has been around for quite a few years, but we 
are rather slow in catching on. 

I am always surprised at the visceral reaction I have to 
the characters. I know Hollywood is masterful at character 
creation and their goal is to help you identify. So, some 
character you like and others you do not. In season 2 of this 
series, the characters that I really dislike are those that 
betray the main characters. I suppose betrayal is one quality 
everyone loathes. In this case, the 2 that are most despised 
are a wife who betrays her husband and a sister who 
betrays her sister, father and nation. In the case of the 
betraying wife, it was because she was scorned by her 
husband, who divorced her. The sister was radicalized by 
Islam and was brainwashed into hating all Americans, even 
her own family. In the case of these two characters, those 
who knew and loved them most, in the end, are ashamed of 
them. Understandably so. 

This is why our Lord’s love for us, described in this text, 
is so amazing. It says, he is not ashamed to call them 
brothers. Think of that for a moment. Jesus is not ashamed 
to call us His brothers and sisters. Consider the reality. It 
was our rebellion against God and our betrayal of our 
heavenly Father that created the necessity of Jesus coming 
into the flesh. Our text says, He humbled Himself and 
became lower than the angels. He became man. Also, He 
suffered and died, so that by the grace of God he might 
taste death for everyone.  

Far from being ashamed or vindictive or resentful 
toward us, Jesus was not ashamed to call us His brothers 
and sisters, even though it meant by doing so, He would die. 
How amazing in the love of God for us! 

 
 
Heavenly Father, You are not ashamed of sinners like us, but 
call us Your children, brothers and sisters of Christ. Give us 
the humility to praise and acknowledge You. Through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The preaching and teaching of the Gospel, that it might transform lives 

• The preaching and teaching of the Word that more people confess Christ 

• First responders and medical professionals who care for the sick and suffering 

• Those working treatment for coronavirus. 
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