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This coming Sunday afternoon through Tuesday evening, the 
Michigan District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod will conduct its 
103rd convention. The theme is “People of Hope, It’s Time.” It is a 
critical time in the church because of the many challenges faced by 
decreasing attendance and membership in our church body and 
increasing apathy and secularism in our age. In the Michigan District we 
will have a change in leadership within the praesidium. Because of 
term limits the current District President and at least 3 of the 4 Vice-
Presidents will be replaced. 

As I mentioned some weeks ago, I am on the ballot for District 
President and West-Region Vice-President. I have also been elected by 
our circuit to continue serving as its Circuit Visitor. Elections will take 
place Monday morning in descending order. If not elected as District 
President, I will be considered for Vice-President. If not elected as 
Vice-President I will serve as Circuit Visitor. Like any position or call in 
the church, it is in the Lord’s hands. I submit to the will and guiding of 
the Holy Spirit and will be pleased that He allows me to serve wherever 
I am. 

Over the years people have asked why I serve outside the parish, 
since I already have plenty to do within the congregation. There are 
three basic reasons I have been involved in District and Synodical 
affairs in all my 36 years of ministry. One is my own personal and 
professional benefit. I believe that working with men and women who 
are highly respected, skilled, and experienced make me better 
personally and professionally. The people I have gotten to know have 
been my mentors and colleagues in the faith. They challenge me, 
encourage me, and hold me accountable. 

Additionally, I believe this is a way for my congregation, including 
Trinity-St. Joseph, to give back to the District. Our financial 
contributions to synodical work are very small. As we lend our pastor to 
the District it is a way we can contribute to the Lord’s work beyond our 
own parish. Plus, what I learn from District and Synod work, I can bring 
back to benefit the congregation. 

Thirdly, I believe that our ministry is for the benefit of God’s 
kingdom. When I was ordained, I was commissioned to be a pastor and 
missionary to the church at large. When I was called and installed, I 
was given a specific context or arena for my primary ministry. This 
specific call does not negate the general call to the Lord’s work, 
wherever He can use me. 

My prayer is that the Lord place me and use me wherever He 
desires. I further pray that I be given the opportunity to glorify His 
name. Thank you for being a partner with me in the Gospel. 
 

SOLI DEO GLORIA! 


