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Galatians 4:1-7 

 
I mean that the heir, as long as he is 

a child, is no different from a slave, 

though he is the owner of everything, 
2 but he is under guardians and 
managers until the date set by his 
father. 3 In the same way we also, when 
we were children, were enslaved to the 
elementary principles of the world. 
4 But when the fullness of time had 
come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
woman, born under the law, 5 to 
redeem those who were under the law, 
so that we might receive adoption as 
sons. 6 And because you are sons, God 
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you 
are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 
son, then an heir through God. 
 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank and praise 
You for adopting us into Your family 
through the redemption in Christ Jesus. 
Give us the joy of calling to You in 
worship and paise, saying Abba! 
Father! Though Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 From Slaves to Sons 

 
It's the hard-knock life for us 
It's the hard-knock life for us 
'Stead of treated 
We get tricked 
'Stead of kisses 
We get kicked 
It's the hard-knock life 
 
Empty belly life 
Rotten smelly life 
Full of sorrow life 
No tomorrow life 
 

So sings Annie in the 1977 Broadway musical Annie. Based on the comic 
strip Little Orphan Annie, the main character lives with several other orphans 
in an orphanage run by the mean Miss Hannigan. The children are 
mistreated, overworked, unloved and rejected. In the end Annie gets 
adopted by the New York billionaire, Oliver Warbucks. It is a delightful story 
of rags to riches. 

Doesn’t this sound a bit like Paul’s letter to the Galatians? So you are no 
longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. In our 
natural, sinful condition we are enslaved to the elementary principles of the 
world. This means that we cannot escape. Our condition is empty, rotten, 
smelly, sorrowful, and hopeless. Annie thinks she had it bad. Separated from 
the family of our Father is far worse. 

This is our condition under the law. The law convicts and condemns us. It 
shows us our sin and our helplessness to do anything about it. In our 
desperate state we need rescue. We need redemption. Such was God’s plan. 
When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as sons. What God had promised long ago in the 
Garden of Eden following mankind’s Fall, He fulfilled at the right time when 
His Son Jesus was born of a woman. 

In the musical, Annie softened the heart of Papa Warbucks, so that he 
could show kindness and love. With God the Father, the love He had for His 
Son, He extended to all creation, including you and me. We did not soften 
His heart or charm Him with our worthiness. Rather, He condescended to 
our condition, took on human flesh and bore the burden of man’s sin. 
Carrying this sin to the cross, Jesus gave up all He had for us. 

Redeemed by the blood of Christ, we are adopted into the family of God. 
We are sons and daughters of God and heirs of eternal life. Filled with His 
Spirit we can call God, “Abba! Father!” It is because of what Jesus has done 
for us that, you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir 
through God. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who feel abandoned and alone, that they might recognize their adoption into God’s family. 

• All orphans that they might find their family in the people of God. 

• Vacation Bible School in session this week, that the love of God be shared and received. 

• Strength and healing for those struggling with the coronavirus. 
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