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Galatians 3:23-29 

 
23 Now before faith 

came, we were held 
captive under the law, 
imprisoned until the 
coming faith would be 
revealed. 24 So then, the 
law was our guardian 
until Christ came, in 
order that we might be 
justified by faith. 25 But 
now that faith has come, 
we are no longer under a 
guardian, 26 for in Christ 
Jesus you are all sons of 
God, through faith. 27 For 
as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ. 28 There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor 
free, there is no male and 
female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus. 
29 And if you are Christ's, 
then you are Abraham's 
offspring, heirs according 
to promise. 

 
 
Heavenly Father, enable 
us to appreciate the law 
for what it is, a loving 
guardian to keep us safe 
from physical and 
spiritual harm. Through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
The Law Serves the Gospel 

 
Suppose a father promised to give his son, when he was old enough to drive, his own 

prized possession, a classic sports car. After coming home from the service this father had 
saved all his money and bought a brand new 1967 Pontiac GTO convertible. This car was a 
beauty. 400 cubic inch, V8 motor delivering a conservative 360 horsepower. It had a four-
barrel carburetor and could go from 0 to 60 in 5.2 seconds. The father kept this car in mint 
condition. He kept it in the garage and didn’t drive it in the winter. He did all the 
maintenance and kept it polished. While the son was young, he loved to ride in that classic 
car with his dad. They would put the top down and just feel the breeze on their face and in 
their hair. The boy dreamed about driving that car. He talked about it with his dad and 
with his friends. He pictured himself behind the wheel and in fact, sometimes he was 
allowed to sit in the driver’s seat and pretend to be driving. 

Finally, his dream came true. He had his driver’s license, and his dad kept his promise. 
He handed him the keys and said, it's all yours son, just remember two things. Number 
one, this is a gift and with a gift comes a trust and a great responsibility. And number 2, the 
laws of the road that we have been living by have not changed. That night when the father 
watched the taillights disappear down the street, he said a prayer for his son that he might 
always drive responsibly according to the laws of the road and the laws of general physics 
and that he would always be grateful for this precious gift.  

So, how does this story end? There are three scenarios that come to mind. In one 
scenario the boy enjoys the gift initially, but after a while he starts taking it for granted. He 
doesn't check the oil as often as he should. He doesn't wash the car very often, even when 
there has been salt on the road. He ignores the little scratches, dings, and funny noises 
from under the hood. In time his classic car is a smoking, rattling, rust bucket. Now he is 
too embarrassed to drive it. He practically gives it away to a wide-eyed car enthusiast, 
whom he considers a sucker. 

In another scenario he enjoys the looks he gets while driving around. He looked cool 
and felt pretty cool as well. He liked to brag about his wheels with his friends or anyone 
who will listen. He discovers that with rear wheel drive, a stick shift, and 360 horses under 
the hood he can lay some rubber. The next thing you know he is seeing just what this baby 
can do. The laws of the road do not seem to apply to him anymore. Sadly, he discovers that 
the laws of physics can't be as easily ignored. While out showing off with his friends one 
night he crashes his car into an immovable object and his head into pretty solid windshield. 
Most of his friends and family didn't think he looked as cool in the casket. 

There is a third scenario. In this one the father's prayers are answered. The young man 
always appreciates the gift of this fine car. He drives it with great enjoyment and often tells 
people just how great of a dad he has. He is happy to give people rides so that he can share 
his gift. He always obeys the laws of the road. He knows how dangerous driving can be, so 
he exercises diligence, caution, and good judgment. This car is everything he dreamed it 
would be and his love for his father is even greater than before. 

So, what does all this have to do with this text? Paul says that the Law serves as a 
guardian until the promise of faith comes. But once faith in the Gospel comes the Law 
doesn't go away. But without a guardian we are not free to enjoy the gift of God's 
forgiveness and grace, while at the same time living in gratitude and love for the Giver and 
in obedience to His laws. 

The laws do not give us the joys of everlasting life, just as traffic laws do not move us 
down the road to our destination. But the laws of God do protect us from ourselves and 
the many serious dangers that threaten to destroy us, even as traffic laws keep us safe. 

Receive the gift of God’s grace in Christ through faith, but do not forget the generosity 
and love of the Giver or the gracious law that enables you to enjoy that gift until He comes 
again in glory. 
 

Please pray for: 
 

• A right understanding of God’s loving discipline and gracious laws, that we remain safe in His kingdom. 

• Those who are travelling for vacations that they are safe on the highways. 

• Vacation Bible School in session this week, that the love of God be shared and received. 

• Strength and healing for those struggling with the coronavirus. 
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