
 

 
Grace Notes 
Tuesday of Pentecost 2 

21 June 2022 
 

Michael J. Roth 
michael.roth@discovertrinity.org 

 
 

 
Isaiah 65:1-9 

 

I was ready to be sought by those who did not ask 
for me;  

I was ready to be found by those who did 
not seek me.  

  I said, “Here I am, here I am,”  
to a nation that was not called by my name.  

 2  I spread out my hands all the day  
to a rebellious people,  

  who walk in a way that is not good,  
following their own devices;  

 3  a people who provoke me  
to my face continually,  

  sacrificing in gardens  
and making offerings on bricks;  

 4  who sit in tombs,  
and spend the night in secret places;  

  who eat pig’s flesh,  
and broth of tainted meat is in their vessels;  

 5  who say, “Keep to yourself,  
do not come near me, for I am too holy for 

you.”  
  These are a smoke in my nostrils,  

a fire that burns all the day.  
 6  Behold, it is written before me:  

“I will not keep silent, but I will repay;  
  I will indeed repay into their lap  
 7  both your iniquities and your fathers’ 

iniquities together,  
says the LORD;  

  because they made offerings on the mountains  
and insulted me on the hills,  

  I will measure into their lap  
payment for their former deeds.”  

 8  Thus says the LORD:  
  “As the new wine is found in the cluster,  

and they say, ‘Do not destroy it,  
for there is a blessing in it,’  

  so I will do for my servants’ sake,  
and not destroy them all.  

 9  I will bring forth offspring from Jacob,  
and from Judah possessors of my 

mountains;  
  my chosen shall possess it,  

and my servants shall dwell there. 
 

 
Why Won’t You Listen? 

 
“Why won’t you listen,” is probably a phrase you have 

heard or spoken a time or two. You can probably picture the 
parent talking to a teenager. “I told you to check the oil in 
your car, now the engine is shot. Why won’t you listen to 
me?” Or picture a mom telling her daughter, “I told you to 
use sunscreen at the beach, now your sunburn is going to 
hurt. Why won’t you listen to me?” 

It is not just children who refuse to listen to the sound 
advise of parents. How often do we stubbornly ignore the 
doctor’s advice, or the Surgeon General’s warning label, or 
the instructions that came with that “some assembly 
required” toy for your grandson? It seems that we are 
reluctant to take the sound advise of those who seek to help 
us, whether it comes from a parent, a doctor, a counselor, a 
spouse, or a friend. Maybe we think we know best, or don’t 
want to be told what to do. 

This was the problem in ancient Israel in the days of 
Isaiah. The Lord stood at the ready to help His people. Like a 
loving parent who wants to guide and protect his children, 
the Lord wanted the best for His people, yet His people paid 
not attention to Him. The Lord said, I was ready to be sought 
by those who did not ask for me; I was ready to be found by 
those who did not seek me. I said, “Here I am, here I am,” to 
a nation that was not called by my name. The Lord was 
saying, “Here I am, let me help you.” 

Unfortunately, like a self-willed, rebellious teenager, 
Israel ignored the Lord. The Lord says, I spread out my hands 
all the day to a rebellious people, who walk in a way that is 
not good, following their own devices. He goes on to 
describe the idolatrous worship of the people. He says that 
they Insulted him. Indeed, it is a great insult to turn away 
from the God who desires to care for and bless His people. It 
would be like the teenage daughter, running off with a loser 
boyfriend, rather than receive the loving care of parents. 
Those parents would not only be hurt and insulted, but also 
fearful of where their daughter might end up. 

How often do we act like rebellious Israel or a spoiled, 
ungrateful teenager? The Lord stands ready to help us and 
guide us. He speaks to us in His Word and guides us in the 
way we should go, but we ignore Him and do our own thing? 
When will we learn? Why won’t we listen? 

Thank be to God for His grace. At the end of this section, 
we see that the Lord doesn’t give up on His people or 
destroy them. Instead, He brings forth an offspring of Jacob, 
a chosen servant who will save and dwell with His people. 
This One is Christ, our Redeemer. 

 
Forgive us Lord for our rebellious indifference to Your loving 
guidance and give us faith to trust Your Word. Through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Please pray for: 
 

• All those who have gone astray, that they might be brought back into the family of the Father. 

• Rebellious children, who have spurned the love of their parents, that they may come to repentance. 

• Vacation Bible School in session this week, that the love of God be shared and received. 

• A return to normalcy following the coronavirus pandemic. 
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