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Psalm 3 

1 O LORD, how many are my foes!  
Many are rising against me;  

 2  many are saying of my soul,  
“There is no salvation for him in 

God.” Selah  

 3  But you, O LORD, are a shield about me,  
my glory, and the lifter of my head.  

 4  I cried aloud to the LORD,  
and he answered me from his holy 

hill. Selah  

 5  I lay down and slept;  
I woke again, for the LORD sustained 

me.  
 6  I will not be afraid of many thousands of 

people  
who have set themselves against me 

all around.  

 7  Arise, O LORD!  
Save me, O my God!  

  For you strike all my enemies on the 
cheek;  

you break the teeth of the wicked.  

 8  Salvation belongs to the LORD;  
your blessing be on your people! 

Selah 
 
 
Gracious God of our salvation, give us the 
faith to trust in Your grace and mercy, even 
in the face of our foes, that we might not 
lose our faith and remain steadfast in You. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Foes of Faith 

 
David writes this psalm toward the end of his life, while his own 

son Absalom is opposing him. His enemies are taunting him by saying 
that God will not save him. In his opening words David writes, O Lord, 
how many are my foes! Many are rising against me; many are saying of 
my soul, “There is no salvation for him in God.” 

Throughout his life David trusted in God and God blessed him. He 
knew that it was the Lord who gave him victory in battle and success as 
king. David’s whole life and position were completely dependent on 
God. To suggests that God would not save him, is to hit at the very core 
of his being. This is exactly how Satan works. He tries to convince us 
that God will not save us. 

We are not kings in Israel and ancestors of the messianic line, but 
Satan uses the same approach to try and destroy our faith. I would 
suggest his assaults are on at least two fronts. 1) There is the message 
that there is no God, therefore there is no such thing as salvation. 2) 
There is the conscience or accusers that tells us we are unworthy of 
salvation; therefore, we are excluded because of our sin. So, either 
there is no God or if there is, He is not interested in you. 

It seems that this first front of assault is getting greater all the 
time. Outspoken atheists have been saying for years that there is no 
God. They use arguments from science, from philosophy, and any other 
secular source they can find. Where God is not outright denied, we are 
convinced to live as if He has nothing to do with this world. This might 
be the largest category of people. We can call them practical atheists; 
they live as if God did not exist. As far as Satan is concerned, this is just 
as good. People can hold on to the shallow believe in a god without 
realizing that they do not know Him. 

The other assault is on the conscience front. Satan would convince 
us that, even though there is a God, He does not love and forgive us. 
How could He since we are such terrible sinners? Satan would have us 
believe that God is only interested in those who are worthy of His love. 
In other words, salvation is something we must earn. Only the worthy 
will be saved. And “sorry friend, that is not you!” 

At the end of this psalm David comes to a different conclusion. He 
writes, Salvation belongs to the Lord; your blessing be on your people! 
David’s life and reign was that of a warrior. He understood battle 
strategy. He realized that the foes of God’s people would attack at the 
very heart of their being. Rather than listen to the voices of sinful men 
or his own accusing conscience, he directed his attention to the Lord. 
David is the one who wrote, The fool says in his heart, “There is no God 
(Ps. 14:1).” He is also the one who wrote, I acknowledged my sin to you, 
and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions 
to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin (Ps. 32:5). 

The foes of our faith are strong and wicked, but the God of our 
salvation is mightier than they. These enemies were confronted head 
on by Jesus our Savior, who carried our sin, entered our death, 
defeated the devil, and rose victorious from the grave. Our Savior lives 
and grants us salvation. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who struggle with their faith that they might be strengthened by God’s Word and Spirit. 

• The Gospel work of the church that the enemies of the faith might be repelled. 

• All fathers that they love and care for their children, as the Father in heaven does for all of us. 

• A return to normalcy following the coronavirus pandemic. 
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