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On this Memorial Day weekend, I think of the thousands, tens and 

hundreds of thousands, even millions of people, who gave their lives in 

service to our country. These men and women made the ultimate 

sacrifice for my freedoms and privileges. Because of them I enjoy so 

many blessings I take for granted. How could I thank them? How could I 

repay them? What would they want me to make this country to be, for 

which they sacrificed so much? 

When I think of these casualties of war, I realize that they were 

young men and women. Many had not even reached their 20th birthday. 

So much life ahead of them that will never be lived. So much grief 

endured by parents and siblings who loved them and had high hopes for 

their lives. As I think of these things, my mind goes to Uvalde, TX and 

the 19 children and two adults that lost their young lives so senselessly. 

Their great potential and years of joy, cut short by the madness and 

insanity of one young man. 

Curious about these two sets of tragedies, fallen war heroes and 

victims of acts of violence on our own soil, I discovered that it can be 

just as dangerous to live in the United States as it is to enter a war 

zone. Five years ago, Chelsea Bailey wrote the following in an internet 

article:  

More Americans have died from gunshots in the last 

50 years than in all of the wars in American history. 

Since 1968, more than 1.5 million Americans have 

died in gun-related incidents, according to data from 

the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. By 

comparison, approximately 1.2 million service members 

have been killed in every war in U.S. history, according 

to estimates from the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Of course, it is dangerous to enter a war zone. Sadly, it can also be 

dangerous to enter an elementary school or the streets of a US city. 

But the most dangerous place of all is inside the womb of pregnant 

woman. Since the 1973 decision of Roe v. Wade, over 64,000,000 

people in the US have been killed by abortion. According to the World 

Health Organization, every year in the world there are an estimated 

40-50 million abortions. This corresponds to approximately 125,000 

abortions per day. In the US it is about 3000 abortions per day. 

I am grateful to God just to be alive! That I have freedoms and 

privileges paid for by the blood of service men and women is a bonus. I 

am most grateful for the life I have in Christ, who gave His life for 

every soul He created. May the Lord give us grateful hearts for our life, 

for the lives of others, and for the lives sacrificed on our behalf. 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/00023655.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/index.html
https://www.va.gov/opa/publications/factsheets/fs_americas_wars.pdf


 


