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In our worship services this Sunday we are thanking God and 

recognizing Mrs. Terry Bird, for her 45 years in school ministry. After 

many faithful years, given to the Lord and His church, including the 

last 7 at Trinity, Mr. Bird is retiring from full-time service. The words 

of Jesus come to mind, “Well done, good and faithful servant (Mt. 

25:21).” 

Consider for a moment how things have changed in the field of 

education in the last 45 years. When Mrs. Bird entered the teaching 

ministry there were no computers or smart boards. Instead of copy 

machines there were mimeograph machines. Telephones were wired to 

the wall or desk, not carried in the pocket. Grades were recorded and 

tubulated by hand in a gradebook, not on Fast Direct or Planbook. You 

get the idea. Education is an ever-changing field, which requires 

teachers and principals to adapt and change continuously.  

As you know, the home and school environment has also changed 

over the years. It is more difficult to be a teacher or principal than it 

was in years gone by. All of this is to say, school ministry is tough, and 

it requires a tremendous amount of dedication, compassion, and care. 

Mrs. Bird has remained faithful throughout her career. She has taken 

all the changes in stride, adapted to new methods and curriculum, and 

remained committed to the students and families throughout. 

Those who live in the world of education, will appreciate Mrs. 

Bird for what she has contributed to her students, staff, and families. 

Not a classroom teacher, I cannot fully appreciate what she has 

contribution to the field of education, but as one who lives in the 

ministry world, I am most grateful. Mrs. Bird has a keen sense of 

Gospel ministry. She has a great faith and trust in the Lord. She also 

earnestly shares this faith with the people in her life, students, 

families, and colleagues. Her care and compassion are readily evident. 

Jesus’ love shines through every day. The word that comes to my mind 

is grace. Mrs. Bird has carried out her ministry with grace. The grace 

she knows through faith in Christ, is the grace she extends to others. 

For a Lutheran school teacher and principal, there is no better word 

than to say, Mrs. Bird is a woman of grace. 

I know that the Lord has other things in store for Mrs. Bird. He 

will use her talents and dedication to serve Him. Mrs. Bird – for your 

ministry, your faithfulness, and your grace—thanks be to God. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 

To God Alone be the Glory! 


