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1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

 
Now concerning spiritual gifts, 

brothers, I do not want you to be 
uninformed. 2 You know that when 
you were pagans you were led astray 
to mute idols, however you were led. 
3 Therefore I want you to understand 
that no one speaking in the Spirit of 
God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and 
no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except 
in the Holy Spirit. 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; 5 and there are 
varieties of service, but the same Lord; 
6 and there are varieties of activities, 
but it is the same God who empowers 
them all in everyone. 7 To each is given 
the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good. 8 For to one is given 
through the Spirit the utterance of 
wisdom, and to another the utterance 
of knowledge according to the same 
Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same 
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by 
the one Spirit, 10 to another the 
working of miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another the ability to 
distinguish between spirits, to another 
various kinds of tongues, to another 
the interpretation of tongues. 11 All 
these are empowered by one and the 
same Spirit, who apportions to each 
one individually as he wills. 

 
 
 

Holy Spirit, You have gifted us with 
faith and various spiritual gifts for the 
common good. Give us the willingness 
to employ those gifts for Your kingdom 
and glory. Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
You are Gifted 

 
Some school districts have programs for the gifted and talented 

students. They recognize that in any given population there will be those who 
outpace their peers in a variety of ways. Some gifted children excel in math or 
science and need to be challenged more than the average student. Others are 
gifted in music and have natural abilities that should be cultivated. Still others 
will amaze you with their verbal and language skills and should be 
encouraged to write or debate. We also know that some children are gifted 
athletes. Those are the students that might go on to play college sports. A 
very few will even make it professionally. When we meet or hear about 
people who are uniquely gifted, we have an admiration, maybe even some 
envy, toward them. 

How about you? Are you gifted? Can you play the cello or sing like 
Pavarotti? How about understanding calculus or quantum mechanics? What 
about explaining complex logic or engaging in oration? Can you hit a 95 
mile/hour fastball or dunk a basketball behind your head? What are your 
gifts? 

I am willing to bet most of us would say we are not gifted. For me, for 
everything I can do, I know someone who can do it better. Most of us would 
say we are not gifted. However, St. Paul says we are. We all have spiritual 
gifts. We are gifted with God’s Spirit. 

The first gift of the Spirit is faith. Paul writes, no one can say “Jesus is 
Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. To say “Jesus is Lord” is an expression of faith. 
Our faith in Jesus is given us as a gift from the Holy Spirit. He created that 
faith within us. And, what a gift it is! Because we say, “Jesus is Lord,” we have 
confidence that our sins are forgiven, we have eternal life, and the Lord is 
with us always. This gift gives us the fortitude and strength to endue the trials 
and tribulations of life. This gift enables us to love God and our neighbor as 
ourselves. 

But there is more. Paul says, Now there are varieties of gifts, but the 
same Spirit. In this text Paul gives us a partial list of the spiritual gifts He has 
given His people. Here he includes, utterance of wisdom, utterance of 
knowledge, faith, gifts of healing, working of miracles, prophecy, ability to 
distinguish between spirits, various kinds of tongues, and interpretation of 
tongues. In other places of Scripture this list of spiritual gifts is expanded. 
None of the lists are exhaustive. Lest you think that you have none of the gifts 
listed in Scripture, Paul says, To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 
for the common good. Everyone of us has been gifted by God’s Spirit with, not 
only faith in Christ, but also abilities and skills to serve the common good. 

It would be wrong for us to compare our gifts to others. If you have the 
gift of tongues and can speak two languages, you are no less valuable or 
gifted than the person who speaks five languages. If you have wisdom or 
understanding, you are no less gifted than the Ph.D. who is a recognized 
authority in his field. Paul writes, All these are empowered by one and the 
same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills. We are gifted 
by the Spirit according to His plan and purpose for our lives. 

We do not need to attend a special school for the gifted and talented. 
We only need recognize that God’s Spirit has given us faith in Christ, and the 
gifts necessary to serve the common good, to the glory of His name.  Then, of 
course, we need to make use of those gifts. 
 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The body of Christ, that all my use their gifts for the common good. 

• The mission of the Lord’s church in parts of the world where Christ is not known. 

• Civil servants who serve the common good, that they might be guided by God’s Word. 

• Relief from the coronavirus pandemic in our community and across the nation. 
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