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Mark 8:27-35 

 
27 And Jesus went on with his 

disciples to the villages of 
Caesarea Philippi. And on the way 
he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that I am?” 28 And they 
told him, “John the Baptist; and 
others say, Elijah; and others, one 
of the prophets.” 29 And he asked 
them, “But who do you say that I 
am?” Peter answered him, “You 
are the Christ.” 30 And he strictly 
charged them to tell no one about 
him.  

31 And he began to teach them 
that the Son of Man must suffer 
many things and be rejected by 
the elders and the chief priests 
and the scribes and be killed, and 
after three days rise again. 32 And 
he said this plainly. And Peter took 
him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33 But turning and seeing his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For 
you are not setting your mind on 
the things of God, but on the 
things of man.”  

34 And calling the crowd to him 
with his disciples, he said to them, 
“If anyone would come after me, 
let him deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me. 35 For 
whoever would save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for my sake and the gospel’s will 
save it.” 

 
Heavenly Father, You revealed to 
the apostle Peter the blessed 
truth that Your Son Jesus is the 
Christ. Strengthen us by the 
proclamation of this truth that we 
too may joyfully confess that there 
is salvation in no one else; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
Not as Expected 

 
Today is the Festival of the Confession of St. Peter. On this day the church 

recognizes Peter’s answer to Jesus’ most critical question, “Who do people say 
that I am?” The following annotation is given on our LCMS website for this day. 

Losing Ourselves in the Confession of the One Name of Salvation 
St. Peter speaks for all disciples when he confesses, “You are the 

Christ” (Mark 8:29). This confession is the bedrock of the Church, which 
Christ Himself builds (Matt. 16:18), for “this Jesus,” the stone rejected 
by earthly builders, “has become the cornerstone” (Acts 4:11). This was 
a scandal even to Peter. The Christ must suffer, be rejected, be killed 
“and after three days rise again” (Mark 8:31), for through this work of 
salvation received by faith, God’s “precious and very great promises” 
are granted, “so that through them you may become partakers of the 
divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4). Wherever Jesus is the Christ, His disciples 
deny themselves, take up their crosses and follow Him (Mark 8:34). 
They have been cleansed from their former sins and increase in faith, 
virtue, knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, godliness, brotherly 
affection and love, effective and fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:5–9). All who trust in Jesus, the Christ of Peter’s 
confession, will save their life, though for His sake they lose it (Mark 
8:35). “For there is no other name … by which we must be saved” (Acts 
4:12). 

When Jesus asked His disciples about people’s expectations of Him, we learn 
that they were no different than people today.  Based on Jesus’ teachings, His 
miracles, and the scuttlebutt on the street, those who knew of Jesus had formed 
various opinions. There was the rumor He was John the Baptist raised from the 
dead. Others thought He was Elijah, who had been promised to return. Some 
thought He was another prophet, like Isaiah or Jeremiah, sent from God.  

When Jesus put the question directly to the disciples, Peter answered 
correctly, “You are the Christ.” In this confession Peter identifies Jesus as the 
Messiah, the One anointed by God to redeem His people. However, Peter did not 
understand what it meant for Jesus to be the Christ. He likely envisioned the glory 
days of King David. He might have thought of rescue from Roman rule, economic 
and military domination in the region, and an abundance of good things from 
God. After all, these were the expectation Peter, and most others, had growning 
up concerning the Christ. 

When Jesus goes on to explain that the Christ will suffer and die, Peter’s 
expectations and sensibilities are offended. He rebukes Jesus for such talk. In 
turn, Jesus rebukes Peter and tells him, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not 
setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” Jesus tells Peter 
that his expectations are the very opposite of what it means for Him to be the 
Christ. In fact, followers of Christ should expect to travel the same road. “If 
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
my sake and the gospel’s will save it.” 

Peter and the other disciples did not expect this of Christ or in following Him. 
Too often, neither do we. When being a Jesus follower brings sacrifice, self-denial, 
and suffering we are shocked. We want to rebuke Jesus for letting this happen to 
us. Yet, His promise is sure—in losing our life for Him we save it. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Courage and strength for those who confess Christ even in the face of persecution and the cross. 

• Proclamation of the Gospel by the Christian church throughout the world. 

• Our governmental leaders that they be guided by God’s Word of truth. 

• The decrease in coronavirus cases in our community and nation. 
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