
 

 
Grace Notes 
Thursday of Epiphany 1 

13 January 2022 
 

Michael J. Roth 
michael.roth@discovertrinity.org 

 
 

 
Luke 3:15-22 

 
15 As the people were in expectation, 

and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the 
Christ, 16 John answered them all, saying, 
“I baptize you with water, but he who is 
mightier than I is coming, the strap of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to 
gather the wheat into his barn, but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  

18 So with many other exhortations he 
preached good news to the people. 19 But 
Herod the tetrarch, who had been 
reproved by him for Herodias, his 
brother’s wife, and for all the evil things 
that Herod had done, 20 added this to 
them all, that he locked up John in prison.  

21 Now when all the people were 
baptized, and when Jesus also had been 
baptized and was praying, the heavens 
were opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit 
descended on him in bodily form, like a 
dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You 
are my beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased.” 

 
 

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus 
in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him 
Your beloved Son and anointed Him with 
the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized 
in His name faithful in their calling as Your 
children and inheritors with Him of 
everlasting life; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
Heaven is Opened 

 
The Lewis and Clark Expedition from August 31, 1803, to September 

25, 1806, also known as the Corps of Discovery Expedition, was the 
United States expedition to cross the newly acquired western portion of 
the country after the Louisiana Purchase. The Corps of Discovery was a 
select group of U.S. Army and civilian volunteers under the command of 
Captain Meriwether Lewis and his close friend Second Lieutenant William 
Clark. The expedition made its way westward, and crossed the 
Continental Divide of the Americas before reaching the Pacific Coast. 

President Thomas Jefferson commissioned the expedition shortly 
after the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 to explore and to map the newly 
acquired territory, to find a practical route across the western half of the 
continent, and to establish an American presence in this territory before 
European powers attempted to establish claims in the region. The 
campaign's secondary objectives were scientific and economic: to study 
the area's plants, animal life, and geography, and to establish trade with 
local Native American tribes. The expedition returned to St. Louis to 
report its findings to Jefferson, with maps, sketches, and journals in hand. 

In some respects, our text tells us about Jesus’ expedition. His 
journey into the wilderness in which we live, His charting the way before 
us, and opening the way to heaven. Our text says, when Jesus also had 
been baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened. Through His 
incarnation, His obedience to the laws of God, His baptism, His journey to 
the cross and His resurrection from the dead heaven is opened for us, by 
Jesus. 

The baptism of Jesus was the beginning of His active, earthly 
ministry, which opened the way for us. Jesus did not need to be baptized 
for the forgiveness of sins. It was, as Matthew put it in his Gospel, to fulfill 
all righteousness. Jesus was fulfilling the righteousness of God that we 
could not. When He stepped into the Jordan River to be baptized, He was 
stepping into the place of all sinners. He sanctified the waters of baptism 
for us. He is the One that makes our Baptism more than just simple 
water. With His Baptism He instituted a sacrament to wash away our sin 
and bring us into the family of His Father. In His Baptism, Jesus identified 
with us that we might be identified with Him. 

When we were drawn through the waters of baptism, the Father in 
heaven declare us to be His beloved sons and daughters. In His Baptism, 
Jesus opened heaven for us. Like Lewis and Clark, who opened a trail to 
the Pacific through the wilderness of the West, Jesus opened the way for 
us to traverse the wilderness of our earthly journey to reach our heavenly 
home. 

We live in a dangerous and unchartered wilderness. Our journey 
through life, from birth to death, is not an easy one. But our destination is 
heaven, which must remain in our sights, to give us the determination to 
continue on. Thanks be to God; the way has been opened by Jesus. When 
He was baptized the heavens opened, not just to hear the voice speak to 
Him, but also to give us access to His Father, who He has reconciled to us. 
Because of Jesus, the Father has declared us to be His beloved sons and 
daughters, heirs of eternal life. 
 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who are baptized in Christ’s name, that they might live as witnesses to God’s glory. 

• The call committees at Trinity, that they might be led to the right candidate for our open positions. 

• The many students in our ECC who are getting the coronavirus. 

• For the eradication of the coronavirus, here and around the world. 
 

 

mailto:michael.roth@discovertrinity.org

