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Romans 6:1-11 

 
What shall we say then? Are we to 

continue in sin that grace may abound? 
2 By no means! How can we who died to 
sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all 
of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We 
were buried therefore with him by 
baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life.  

5 For if we have been united with him 
in a death like his, we shall certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. 
6 We know that our old self was crucified 
with him in order that the body of sin 
might be brought to nothing, so that we 
would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For 
one who has died has been set free from 
sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we 
believe that we will also live with him. 
9 We know that Christ, being raised from 
the dead, will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him. 10 For the 
death he died he died to sin, once for all, 
but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So 
you also must consider yourselves dead to 
sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 
 
 

Heavenly Father, as Your baptized sons 
and daughters, enable us to walk in the 
newness of life that comes from our 
connection to Your Son. Through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Connected to Christ 

 
If I say the words “hook and loop fastener,” what am I talking about? 

Actually, this is the formal name for what most of us know as Velcro. 
Velcro is so universal and so widely used to connect things in our day and 
age that everyone can identify that sound of it pulling apart. 

A man named Georges de Mestral, a Swiss engineer, took a walk in 
the woods in 1941 and noticed how burs clung to his pants and to the fur 
of his dog. He wondered how that phenomenon might be turned into 
something useful. After years of research and trial and error, de Mestral 
came up with two strips of material, one with thousands of tiny hooks, 
the other with thousands of tiny loops into which the hooks would stick. 
He named his invention Velcro, combining the words velvet and crochet. 

Since that time, Velcro has become universal in countless 
applications. NASA quickly adopted the use of Velcro extensively to 
secure items and keep them from floating away in a weightless 
environment. Parents and grandparents appreciate the Velcro straps on 
small children’s shoes in place of shoelaces. From hospital gowns to iPad 
holders, Velcro is a universal way of connecting two items together. 

St. Paul writes to the Christians in Rome about being connected to 
Christ. Not with Velcro, of course; it’s through our Baptism. Paul makes 
clear that in Baptism God connects us with Jesus, both in his death and in 
his resurrection. 

Apart from Christ we are transgressors, sons of disobedience, children 
of wrath. Our sinful nature wars against God. Sin creates animosity 
between the creature and his or her Creator. Do you ever feel 
disconnected from God or your faith? Do you ever feel yourself drifting 
away from the church or finding it difficult to talk with God or get tired of 
trying to do the right thing? These are symptoms of the old man still alive 
within us. 

Having been baptized we are connected to Him and benefit from 
everything He has done. His death was to pay for sin. Connected to Christ, 
our sin is paid for. His burial is the burial of our offenses and crimes 
against God. Because we are baptized the penalty for all our sin has been 
paid. Baptism is the way that Jesus transfers His saving work to us. 

Since we are connected to Christ’s death, we are also connected to 
His resurrection. This means that we have victory over sin and death. We 
have been given new life. 

Would you like to have a do-over in life, or at least for part of it? 
Would you like to erase certain decisions or episodes from your past? 
Would you like to live in the present or approach the future with a 
different perspective or attitude? Because you were baptized you can 
walk in newness of life. This is a newness that comes from the knowledge 
of sins forgiven and favor with God. 

The promises of God are so wonderful, it is hard sometimes to believe 
they are true. We wonder if they are really for us or if we might somehow 
loose them. We need not fear; we are connected to Christ. Baptism is like 
that signature on the last will and testament of our loving heavenly 
Father, that transfers all the treasures of the kingdom to His children. 
Baptism connects us to the death and resurrection of Christ and 
connected to Christ we will always be part of the family. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who are baptized in Christ’s name, that they might live as witnesses to God’s glory. 

• Andrew and Jessica Gavrun, who have been called and contracted to serve at Trinity. 

• The many who are hospitalized with the coronavirus and associated conditions, that they receive healing. 

• For the eradication of the coronavirus, here and around the world. 
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