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Isaiah 43:1-11 

 
But now thus says the LORD,  
  he who created you, O Jacob,  

he who formed you, O Israel:  
  “Fear not, for I have redeemed you;  

I have called you by name, you are 
mine.  

 2  When you pass through the waters, I will 
be with you;  

and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you;  

  when you walk through fire you shall not 
be burned,  

and the flame shall not consume you.  
 3  For I am the LORD your God,  

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.  
  I give Egypt as your ransom,  

Cush and Seba in exchange for you.  
 4  Because you are precious in my eyes,  

and honored, and I love you,  
  I give men in return for you,  

peoples in exchange for your life.  
 5  Fear not, for I am with you;  

I will bring your offspring from the east,  
and from the west I will gather you.  

 6  I will say to the north, Give up,  
and to the south, Do not withhold;  

  bring my sons from afar  
and my daughters from the end of the 

earth,  
 7  everyone who is called by my name,  

whom I created for my glory,  
whom I formed and made.”  

 8  Bring out the people who are blind, yet 
have eyes,  

who are deaf, yet have ears!  
 9  All the nations gather together,  

and the peoples assemble.  
  Who among them can declare this,  

and show us the former things?  
  Let them bring their witnesses to prove 

them right,  
and let them hear and say, It is true.  

 10  “You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD,  
“and my servant whom I have chosen,  

  that you may know and believe me  
and understand that I am he.  

  Before me no god was formed,  
nor shall there be any after me.  

 11  I, I am the LORD,  
and besides me there is no savior. 
 

 
I Have Called You by Name 

 
I remember how proud and honored I was when my wife took 

my name. To me it meant we belonged together. I do understand, 
and am fine, with women who do not take their husband’s name at 
marriage. I am sure everyone has their own personal reasons for 
hyphenating their last name or just keeping their maiden name. 
However, the argument that, “I do not belong to any man,” doesn’t 
wash, because the whole custom of a surname came about so that 
daughters could be identified as belonging to their father. The 
custom of coverture emerged in 9th century England to give women 
protection and legal status, first to their father and then to their 
husband. Regardless of the old, even antiquated custom, it is still 
practiced almost universally in English speaking countries. 

On the other hand, I also remember some sadness when my 
married daughters gave up my name and took their husband’s 
name. I know it is only a traditional convention or a matter of 
semantics, they are still my daughters. But there is something that 
binds us together when we bear the same name. 

In this psalm the Lord says to us, “Fear not, for I have 
redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.” To begin, 
in a world of billions of people, the Lord knows our name. He 
created us and redeemed us. He knew our name before we were 
born, and He had our name on His mind when He was hanging on 
the cross. 

What is more, the Lord had put His name on us. He has given 
us His name. When we were baptized, we were given a Christian 
name. Many of you are familiar with the German custom of giving a 
child an additional, Christian name, at their baptism. It is not unusual 
for them to have four names—given name, middle name, surname, 
and Christian name. Sometimes the middle name is the Christian 
name. I remember looking up German baptismal records from the 
1800’s to discover, often the sons all had the same first and last 
name, but different Christian names, which is what they were called. 
It was almost as if they had no unique identity of their own until they 
were baptized. Before baptism they belonged to their father, after 
baptism to the Father. 

In this psalm the writer is expressing the promises of God to 
bring His people back from their Babylonian captivity. Fear not, for I 
am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the 
west I will gather you. I will say to the north, Give up, and to the 
south, Do not withhold; bring my sons from afar and my daughters 
from the end of the earth, everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 

The most important words in the psalm and for us are, 
everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory. 
God calls us by His name, because He loves us, He has redeemed us, 
He will protect us, and we will share in His glory. This is a coverture 
like none other. We belong to Him, and He has covered us with His 
grace and mercy. 

 
Heavenly Father, You have called us by name, and we are Yours. Give 
us the joy of knowing whose we are. In Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

Please pray for: 

• Those who are baptized in Christ’s name, that they might live as witnesses to God’s glory. 

• Andrew and Jessica Gavrun, who have been called and contracted to serve at Trinity. 

• Our school and ECC as the pandemic has created challenges to normal operations. 

• For the eradication of the coronavirus. 
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