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Psalm 29 

1 Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the LORD glory and 

strength.  
 2  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his 

name;  
worship the LORD in the splendor 

of holiness.  

 3  The voice of the LORD is over the 
waters;  

the God of glory thunders,  
the LORD, over many waters.  

 4  The voice of the LORD is powerful;  
the voice of the LORD is full of 

majesty.  

 5  The voice of the LORD breaks the 
cedars;  

the LORD breaks the cedars of 
Lebanon.  

 6  He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf,  
and Sirion like a young wild ox.  

 7  The voice of the LORD flashes forth 
flames of fire.  

 8  The voice of the LORD shakes the 
wilderness;  

the LORD shakes the wilderness of 
Kadesh.  

 9  The voice of the LORD makes the deer 
give birth  

and strips the forests bare,  
and in his temple all cry, “Glory!”  

 10  The LORD sits enthroned over the 
flood;  

the LORD sits enthroned as king 
forever.  

 11  May the LORD give strength to his 
people!  

May the LORD bless his people 
with peace! 

 
Heavenly Father, give us a love for Your 
Word, that we might eagerly hear it. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Powerful Voice of the Lord 

 
You have probably heard the expression, “Use your voice!” It is the 

same as to say, “Speak up. Make your opinions or your requests known.” 
But the truth is, we do not all have the same voice. In a school the voice of 
the teacher is louder than that of the student. In the home the voice of the 
parent carries more weight than that of the child. In government the voice 
of the president or leader has more power than that of the citizens. 
Certain voices can make things happen. 

That’s the way it is with God’s voice. When He speaks, things happen. 
His is a powerful voice that brought the world into existence. God said, 
“Let there be light, and there was light.” God’s voice makes the mountains 
shake and the trees quake. His voice brings fire and flood. There is nothing 
God cannot do simply with His voice.  

Luther says this psalm is “A prophecy of the Gospel, that it shall 
resound with power in all the world.… He established the flood, Baptism, 
in which the old Adam is drowned and the new man arises” 1 Further, 
commenting of the voice of God, Luther writes:  

 
“People think: If I could hear God speaking in His own 
Person, I would run so fast to hear Him that my feet would 
bleed.… If in former times someone had said: I know of a 
place in the world where God speaks, and when you arrive 
there, you hear God Himself talking; and if I had come 
there, had seen a poor preacher baptize and preach, and 
people had said: This is the place; there God is speaking 
through the preacher: he is teaching God’s Word—then I 
no doubt would have said: Ha! I have taken pains to come 
here, and I see only a minister! We should like to have God 
speak with us in His majesty; but I advise you: Do not go 
there. So experience certainly teaches. If He were to speak 
in His majesty, you would see what a running would begin, 
as there at Mount Sinai, where, after all, only the angels 
spoke; yet the mountain smoked and trembled. But now 
you have the Word of God in church, in books, in your 
home; and this is as certainly God’s Word as if God Himself 
were speaking” 2 

 
In a sense, Luther is saying, “Be grateful you can hear God speak 

through a mediator, because if He were speaking Himself, you could not 
bear its power.” Do we realize that when we come to church and listen to 
the Scriptures being read and the sermon being preached, it is the 
powerful voice of God? It may come from the mouth of man or from the 
pages of a book, but it is God’s all-powerful Word. It will accomplish His 
purpose and effect what He desires. After all, somehow that Word brought 
each one of us to faith in Christ, bestowed absolution for all our sins, and 
opened heaven for us. Believe me, that is a powerful Word. 

Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength, indeed! 
 

Please pray for: 

• Our congregation, that more people might come to hear God’s Word and serve Him. 

• Andrew and Jessica Gavrun, who have been called and contracted to serve at Trinity. 

• Those who are struggling with Covid 19 or other viruses. 

• For the eradication of the coronavirus. 
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