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In the Gospel reading for this Sunday, The Baptism of our Lord, 

Luke writes, Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus 

also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, 

and the Holy Spirit descended on him. This was also the case when we 

were baptized, the heavens were opened, and the Holy Spirit 

descended upon us. We were given faith in Jesus as our Savior, and we 

became a child of God. This must be one of the biggest days of our 

earthly life, even if we were not old enough to remember it. 

But if one of the biggest moments in our life was one we do not 

remember, and one we could not really observe or feel, what is its 

significance? So, we are a child of God, our sins are forgiven, what 

now? When will heaven be open again? Must we wait to be taken to 

heaven at our death to encounter the Spirit of God? There is a quote 

from Martin Luther on the title page of The Lutheran Study Bible: 

 

Whoever believes and holds to Christ’s Word, heaven stands open 

to him, hell is shut, the devil is imprisoned, sins are forgiven, and he 

is a child of eternal life. That is what this book teaches you—the Holy 

Scripture—and no other book on earth. 

 —Martin Luther (WA 48:155) 

 

Whenever we hear and study God’s Word, heaven stands open. The 

Bible is the revelation of God. It gives us a glimpse into the thoughts of 

God. It reveals His heart for us and the world. It imparts His wisdom, 

forgives our sins, and strengthens us in the faith. There are so many 

blessings that come when we are engaged with God’s Word, it would 

be shame if we missed out. 

This week there are new Bible classes beginning at Trinity. On 

Monday morning, 9:30 – 11:00, we will be studying 1, 2, & 3 John. On 

Wednesday morning, 6:45 – 7:45 we are studying Christian Community 

and life together. Wednesday evening 6:30 – 8:00 the study called the 

Wired Word looks at contemporary topics from the news in light of 

God’s Word. On Thursday morning, 10:00 – 11:00 there is a study which 

is walking through the Bible. On Sunday morning, 9:30 – 10:30 you can 

study Acts of the Apostle in the Fellowship Hall or the Gospel reading 

for that Sunday via Zoom. Check out the offerings at this link: 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f7/f7a01f28-ea73-

44b6-bf8a-

540f09131098/documents/Bible_Studies_WINTER_Jan_2022.pdf 

Open your Bible and let heaven be open to you. 
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