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This is the last weekend of the calendar year, Christmas weekend 

this year. It is a busy time in the church. December was filled with 

Advent and Christmas activities. Now we are contemplating a new 

year. It almost would be easier if Christmas were in November or July, 

so that we would have time to take a breather, collect our thoughts, 

and get organized for the next year. Nevertheless, we are looking 

ahead to January and some new ways to reach out in ministry with the 

Gospel. 

If you review the TLW you will note some new Bible classes 

beginning in January. It would be a good time to make a resolution to 

join a Bible class and commit to growing in the faith and knowledge our 

Lord Jesus. I know this is new for many of you, but those who spend 

time in the Word never regret it. There are many other ways to spend 

your time which do not improve you or the world around you. 

One of the new classes starting in January is our membership class 

called Basic Bible Teaching. I would encourage you to invite someone 

to join this class who might want to become a member or review the 

Christian faith. The uniqueness of this class is that it is designed to 

accommodate the schedules of those participating. We recognize that 

it is hard for busy people to all meet at a certain day and time. 

Therefore, we are planning to work with interested people with a 

flexible schedule. If you, or someone you know, has been thinking 

about such a course, but didn’t know how to make it work with their 

schedule, now is the time to sign up. Call the church office or let me 

know you would like to get started. 

Of course, January is when the new issue of Portals of Prayer 

begins. There are copies available in the Narthex and Welcome Center. 

Pick one up and make a commitment to read the Psalm, the Bible 

passage, and the devotion every day of 2022. It will only take about 5 

minutes a day, but will be well worth the effort. I have yet to meet 

someone who couldn’t use a little more of the Spirit working in their 

lives. 

Since we are talking about resolutions and commitments for the 

new year, how about planning to volunteer or be involved in something 

new. Have you ever tried helping at the Food Truck or Soup Kitchen? 

Have you ever helped with Sunday School or Vacation Bible School? 

Have you ever served on a funeral meal committee? Are you involved 

with the Ladies Aid, the SAGES, Men’s Network, the Garden Club, the 

Altar Guild, the Praise Team, the choir, or any number of groups that 

serve others? Maybe 2022 is the year to do something new. We all need 

to start sometime, somewhere. How about now! 


